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Inside the Maze and out, ministers 
gAT'o^keep on searching for solutions 
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- • ■.. jail watch: A guard inside one of the watch towers at the Maze. Security is being reviewed at what is supposedly the United Kingdom^ most secure penal institution 
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A visit to the Maze prison, in the tense wake 
of ihe assassination of loyalist BQly Wight 
inside its walls, is not without its ironies. 
“Smuggling prohibited” declares a large no- 
tice at the gate. “Warning -no firearms be- 
yond this point” says another. 

A few miles away three INLA prisoners 
accused of killing Wright with two smug- 
gled firearms were being remanded in cus- 
tody. When charged, one of them coolly 
told police: “Billy Wright was executed for 
one reason and for one reason only, and 
that was for directing and waging a cam- 
paign of terror against the nationalist 
people from his prison cell." 

While the republicans were on the out- 
side being charged, security minister Adam 
Ingram was inside the jail explaining why 
there would be no resignations of minis* 
ters or officials: “This is a very unique 
prison. It’s unique in the whole of Ibe de- 
mocratic world. Nowhere is there such a 
concentration of dedicated paramilitaries 


and terrorists, and that does make a very 
unique situation." 

Twenty miles away Wright’s associates 
were busy organising for his funeral today. 
That too will be a unique occasion in that 
be thought a lot about death, partly because 
he had survived a number of previous 
assassination attempts: and also, perhaps, 
because he had inflicted a fair amount of 
death himself. 

He left behind detailed instructions for 
his own funeral. He wanted a member of 
the Rev lan Paisley's Free Presbyterian 
church to officiate at the service, and an- 
other clergyman, a one-time loyalist pris- 
oner who has since become a pastor, to give 
a graveside oration. 

In the meantime, tbe security forces are 
hoping that members of tbe Loyalist Vol- 
unteer Force, tbe group which Wright 
founded and led, will not be planning frir- 
Lber violent retaliation for his death. They 
now think Saturday night’s LVF attack on 


a Catholic-frequented disco in Co Tyrone 
may have been an attempt to stage a 
massacre. 

Three Catholic doormen outside the dis- 
co were shot and wounded, one of them 
fatally, while a 14-year-old boy was also hurt 
in the incident. Hundreds of teenagers were 
inside at the disco, but the LVF opened fire 


BY DAVID ■ 
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on the doormen instead of attempting to 
enter it to cany out what in Northern 
Ireland is known as a “spray- job". 

The doorman who died, Seamus Dillon, 
was a former republican prisoner who had 
served a lengthy sentence for two IRA 


killings. Martin McGuinness of Sinn Fein 
said the doormen's “swift, unselfish and 
heretic" actions may have saved the lives 
of dozens of teenagers. 

In the wake of the incident the police 
and army have stepped up patrols in a num- 
ber of areas, paying particular attention to 
Catholic bars and hotels and other loca- 
tions which might be targets for further LVF 
attacks. The situation in many areas is tense. 

Back at l be Maze, meanwhile, the 
minister's own car was subjected to a thor- 
ough search by paratroopers who looked 
in the boot and opened a suitcase before 
leuing him through. 

Media personnel who wished to ques- 
tion him were identified, searched and dri- 
ven within the prison complex in a minibus 
with opaque windows. They were then de- 
livered at a gate set in a perimeter wall 
which is 16ft high and which runs for two 
and a half miles. It is studded with occa- 
sional 30ft high watch-towers, its high points 


festooned with wires, cameras and search- 
lights. An escorted walk through a series 
of gates and four turnstiles followed, lead- 
ing to a training room. In a comer, train- 
ing manuals for a “custodial care vocational 
qualification” for prison officers laid out se- 
curity' rules. Element 2-1 dealt with “main- 
taining security during routine movement 
of prisonets within the establishment", 
which is what officers were doing with Billy 
Wright when be was gunned down. 

Mr Ingram announced a new pro- 
gramme of regular and random searches 
in the prison together with a series of en- 
quiries into the various incidents and the 
general running of the jail. Asked whether 
the Government would accede to Unionist 
calls for resignations he retorted: “Ab- 
solutely no. Resignations are not on the 
cards. In Northern Ireland local politicians 
can be loDg on comment but veiy short on 
solutions and answers." 

Leading article, page 21 
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r TODAY'S NEWS 

House prices forecast 
to rise by 6% next year 

House prices are expected to rise by 5 per cent next 
year, according to figures from the Halifax, die nation’s 
J 0 largest lender. Other economic indicators for 1998 were 

t" s contained in a survey showing that business failures 
•-/? were at a seven-year low. and an announcement by Mc- 

- Donald’s that it is to create 5,000 new jobs. Page 22 

P Cannabis reporter held 

^ An investigative reporter from the Mirror who was al- 

JegedJy sold a quantity of cannabis by the son of a Cabi- 
■' V ; net mihister has been arrested. The decision to detain 
■ Dawn Alford after she voluntarily attended a London po- 

- lice j&obn was condemned by the paper’s editor Piers 

Morgan as “ah affront to investigative journalism". Page 3 

J Jet plunges 1 ,000 feet 

7- - A woman died and many passengers were injured when 

a United Airlines Jumbo hit huge turbulence over the 
Pacific and went into a 1 ,000ft plunge- Pag® ® 
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The Seychelles, a perfect 
break for a new puritan 


Tony Blair quietly slipped 
away from his little local 
difficulties over cuts in 
benefits yesterday, and 
took his family to soak 
up the sunshine in the 
Marxist paradise of the 
Seychelles. Jack O’Sullivan 
and CoBn Brown investigate 
prime ministerial holiday 
precedents. 


Labour prime ministers tradi- 
tionally like to holiday close to 
borne. To Harold Wilson, 
abroad meant work, so he opt- 
ed for the austerity of a bun- 
galow in ibe Scilly Isles. 
Clement Atlee visited Pem- 
brokeshire. the Republic of 
Ireland when feeling adven- 
turous. And Jim Callaghan gen- 
erally preferred his Sussex farm. 

But not Tony Blair who yes- 
terday landed en famllte in the 
Seychelles, a Bounty bar par- 
adise in the Indian Ocean. 

Churchill, who liked to hol- 
iday in the Aegean with Aristotle 
Onassis, and with Lord Beaver- 
brook in France, would have 
sympathised. So would Ted 
Heath, who won the Sydney to 
Hobart ocean yacht race in 
1969, months before becoming 
prime minister. And .Anthony 
Eden - frustrated at missing his 
Malta holiday because of (he 
Suez crisis - would have recog- 
nised Mr Blair's need to leave 
behind all that fuss about single 
parents and the disabled. 

The Prime Minister arrived 








on the main island of Mahe 
with wife, mother- in-law and 
three children, flying on to a 
smaller island. La Digue. It is 
said to be like the Channel Is- 
land of Sark with sunshine - no 
cars, only bikes and ox-carts. 
There he can sunbathe on 
Anse Source D' Argent, the 
most photographed beach in 
the world, on an island which 
was the setting tor iTuOtJhtv 
hnwitinuellc, the snfi-porn 
movie. He can expect temper- 
atures of 30C. but he would be 
wise to carry an umbrella - the 
Prime Minister has picked the 


rainiest season for his holiday. 

Discounted club class air 
fares for the family party would 
come to more than £13.000. 
This would reduce all but tbe 
best-off to eating coconuts for 
the week. But the Blairs will pay 
the full bill, while the taxpayer 
picks up the tab for the body- 
guards and administration staff, 
known as the “garden girls". 

There will be a few re- 
minders of home on an island 
which was granted its inde- 
pendence under Labour's last 
prime minister, James Calla- 
ghan. Islanders are passionate. 
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500 miles 


Prime location: The kfyfSc beadi on the Seychelles island where 
the Blairs are taking a break Photograph: Robert Harding 


like Mr Blair, about the Queen 
Mother and her daughter, 
whose image still graces postage 
stamps. And Mahe has a Utile 
Ben dock tower. 

But tbe Prime Minister may 
be less comfortable with 
France-AIbert Rene. President 
of the Seychelles, and owner of 
the Blairs' colonial-style plan- 
tation house. Mr Blair may 
wish to avoid an earbending 
from his landlord, a former 
Marxist, once backed by East 
Germany and North Korea, 1 
who glories in his hefty state 1 
spending on a highly successful i 
health and education system. | 

Mrs Blair may feel at ease 
with the Catholicism of the is- 
landers. misstonised by the 
French, who arrived in 1756. 
There is, however, talk of 
voodoo surviving among the de- 
scendants of African slaves in- 
troduced by France. 

For Mr Blair, this could 
hardly be worse than the two 
rebel Labour MEPs back home 
who have spent this week suck- 
ing pins into their leader. 


Laser correction 
for Short- sight 
& Asti g matism 

Using the most advanced lasers, our specialist 
doctors can permanently treat short-sight and 
astigmatism. After a thorough eye examination and 
consultation you are given between 15 to 90 seconds 
laser treatment and you are able to go home shortly 
afterwards. Having per formed over 36,000 
treatments since 1992, OPTIMAX has established itself 
as die largest provider of laser treatment in the UK 

“ lairing my children swimming 
and seeing them at any distance 
is a huge advantange.” 
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Mr. PM Hubert, 
Gravesend, Kent 
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COLUMN ONE 

Book quickly to secure your 
penthouse for the after-life 

it.. — . . .... . .. 


PEOPLE 


If you want to go to Heaven when you die 
it might help to be interred above the sod 
rather than beneath it. Several storeys above 
ground might work best. Say a penthouse 
berth. Would that be mountain or ocean 
view, madam? 

It will not be open' until 1999. but work is 
about to be^n on an unusual mausoleum out- 
side Vancouver, western Canada. To be called 
the “Seasons Memorial Park 7- , it will bring 
the burial business into the high-rise age. 

Conceived by Alvin Mitchell, a local prop- 
erty developer, the edifice will stand five 
storeys high in a woodsy tract north of the 
city. From the outside it will look like a nor- 
mal apartment budding, with windows 
and gabled roof. Its occupants, however, will 
number 50,000. And they will all be dead. 

The advantages of offering such ac- 
commodation to those who may eschew the 
more common cremation route, says Mr 
Mitchell, are various. Above all, it allows 
for a high concentration of tombs in a rel- 
atively small place. “A normal cemetery in 
Vancouver uses an acre to bury 1,000 peo- 
ple.” he recently pointed out. “We'll have 


50,000 interment spaces on 3.5 acres, so 
that s a considerably better use of the land.” 
Curbing cemetery-sprawl should be wel- 
come in Vancouver which is on its way to 
becoming majority Asian, Chinese people 
in particular (to not like living dose to ceme- 
teries. They don t want to pass a cemetery 
on their way home," Mr Mitchell explained. 

The budding, which is costing Mr MitcheD 
some £20m, wiD consist mostly of long cor- 
ridors with marble-faced w alk covered with 
inscriptions identifying the tenants. On the 
top floor, there will be a small chapel and a 
reception area. And like the best Vegas ho- 
tels, the Seasons wfll offer themed floors - 
such as the veterans floor for the military. 

Mr Mitchell expects to sell his accom- 
modation slots quickly. He is hopeful that 
Chinese families wffl dig 14) ancestors' 

remains 

back home and bring them for reinterment 
at the Seasons. So if you are thinking about 
making a reservation, hurry. True, the at- 
mosphere promises to be a touch morbid and 
the night-life non-existenL But there may not 
be space at this inn for very long. 

— David Usbome, New York 



First woman leader of the Bar , 
considers case for shake-up 

n „hlic and media imaj 



has a bad pub lie and media image. In her 
office she is promoting for. 

hostels to get involved in tranunginwctm 
, ° onH in visions schools, so 
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profile lawyer - would handle compb^ ^ Hallett bas^««da; 


the Bar did not have "two . 

'file lawyer - would nanoie -- Hfallett has also announced a new 

Kt barters’ chambers and censure ^ ^ e how lo con- 

those found guilty of discrimination on the ^ ^ ^ high-profile 
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Heather Hallett: Wants better image for the Bar Pho cograph: Andrew Buurman 


JSC found guilty of aiscnirm.au ^ ^ -J;- 

lunds of gender, age or race- h g( presen t take up around tlOOm of 

MS Haiku. a deputy High Omrtjui [ eg3 | ajd a year. ItwiU consider anewem- 
«id such a move was -well worth m which targets would wo* 

■.ring- and she also backed an equai op- ^ nte _ dete rmined in advance. . 
portunities committee which woul d h ave Ms Hallett, an experienced 

responsibility for seeing that barrister, is unhappy "f ■»- 

was open to all sections of s«aetySh= sod attacks . led by the Lordanw- 

the council was already asktnS ffie Gov emm ^ ofUutg- on soiled 

eminent for help with a loan system for law eet ^ Although the coundl was 

graduates to cover their ^ f or reform. Ms Hallett said that un- 

course year, to ensure the B^dtdnotte proposals access to jusuce. 

come a white, male middle-class p - would be cut for the less well-off. 

A policeman's daughter. Ms Hallett, who *«*» oc 
went 10 stale schools, added: ”1 hope tha 
rav election as chairman will prove tnai 
someone from a modest background and 
who is female can make it. _ 

She conceded that the profession still 
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mid be cut ior .. . 

On the jury system. Ms Hallett satd she; 
personally wanted to see the age at which 
people si. on juries 


FORJECAST 



Noon today 

Northem Ireland win have a winefy day with outbreaks of rain, 
althouq^hmllbrf^nenuplatermtheaftefnoonwnthsunshine 
md squaljy showers. Scotland will also become measingly 
windy with rain spreartng tram the west tallowed late on by 
brighter, more showery weather in the extane west The eastern 
half of England aidWaies will be largely dry in Itie morrmg with 
just a ffflle early rtizzte, butouttneaksof rain wilf reandi the west 
andGsdsnd castwands in Iheattenioon 


Outlook for the next few days 

New Ybtfs Eve will be rattier cold and windy with early rain in the 
otene east of England clearing to leave al! areas witriisumy 
spells and showers. Most of Hie showers will be in the north and 
westandovernorttiomhillshail. sleetaidsnowaenkefy.On 
New Yaars Day some nine prolonged rain will spread (ram the 
west wffli gales in reposed aBas. Duing the westond the 
wether wfli stay vey changeable with showers and some longer 
spells of fail 


Atlantic chart, noon today 
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TOURIST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

146 

Italy (lira) 

2845 

Austria (schillings) 

2018 

Japan (yen) 

215.62 

Belgium (francs) 

59.62 

Malta (lira) 

0.63 

Canada ($) 

235 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.25 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.84 

Norway (kroner) 

11.94 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.06 

Portugal (escudos) 

293.63 

France (francs) 

9.65 

Spain (pesetas) 

243.69 

Germany (marks) 

289 

Sweden (kroner) 

1273 

Greece (drachmei) 

458.83 

Switzerland (francs) 

234 

Hong Kong ($) 

1259 

Turkey (lira) 

331,267 

Ireland (punts) 

1.12 

USA ($) 

1.64 



Source: Thomas Cook. Ravsfotrt&vmon purposes or*/ 





NEWSPAPERS SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4L4% of the raw material for UK 
newspapers r> the first half of 1997. 
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by Chris Priestley Z I TS 


by Jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 
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1998 technology. January Sale now on. 


* * 1 


DELL DUHEMSIOir ZIPS D300MT 

• INTEL PENnUH 9 H PROCESSOR 300MHZ 

• I NTH. 440 LX AGP5ET [PC 97 COMPUAHT) 

• MM SDRAM 

- 512KB MTEKNAL CACHE 

• 8L46B El DC HARD DRIVE 

• MATROX MtUBUdUM II 8 MB WtAH AGP 
VIDEO CARD 

- RIM PERFORMANCE TCO 17° COLON SVGA 
H0HTI0R (TRUilTROR CRT* 0.26 DOT PITCH, 
15^5" VIEWABLE AREA] 

• 3 pa, 1 tSA. 1 pa/ISA SHARED AND 1 AGP 
EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32 X CD-ROM DRIVE 

- AWE64 SOUND CARD AN D ALTEC LAHSMG 
ACS 290 SPEAKERS 

• IOMEGA ZIP DRIVE AND 3 X 1 00MB CARTRIDGES 

• BS ROBOTICS 56XB/5 MODEM 

• BU HI TOWK CHASSIS 

• W8IDOWS 95 & MKSOSQFT QfTKE 97 
SMALL BUSINESS EWTKJN 
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DEU DIMENSION IPS D233MT 

• INTEL PENTIUM" D PROCESSOR 233MHZ 

• «m 440 U AGPSET (K 97 COMPUANI) 

•MHB SDRAM 

• 512XBINTBUUI CACHE 

• &4GB EIDE HARD DRIVE 

• STB vaocmr iVnMA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 
4JWSGRAMVIH0 MEMORY 

• irCOLOUR SVGA MONITOR 

(0.28 DOT PITCH, T5.9" VEVUBU AREA) 

• 3 Pa USA, 1 PO/I5A SHARED AND 1 AGP 
EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32 X CD-ROM MOVE 

• YAMAHA ZG SOFTWARE WAVETAB1E SOUND AND 
AUK LANSING ACS 90 SPEARXRS 

• IIS ROBOTICS 56KB/5 MODEM 

• MINI TOWER CHASSIS 

• WMD0W5 95 & MICROSOFT OFHCE 97 
SMAli BUSINESS BHTI0N 


£1,249 (£1,502.82 

V me. sttrvm l vat 
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DEU DIMENSION XPS D233MT 

• INTEL PENTIUM" It PROCESSOR 233MHZ 

• (HIE 440 IX AGPSH (PC 97 COMPUANT) 

• 64 MB SDRAM 

• 512KB INTBINAL CACHE 
■ 4.3GB ODE HARD DRIVE 

• STB VELOCITY nVHJIA AGP VIDEO CARD WITH 4MB SGRAM 
VIDEO MEMORY 

• 17" COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 

(028 DOT PITCH, 15.9" VIEWABLE AREA) 

• 3 Pa 1 ISA, 1 Pa/)SA SHARED AND l AGP EXPANSION SLOTS 

• 14/32 X CD-ROM DRIVE 

• YAMAHA XG SOFTWARE WAVETABIE SOUND 

• MINI TOWER CHASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 & MICROSOFT OFFICE 97 
5MALL BUSINESS EDITION 


£1,129 (£1,361.82 

\ IRC. BILIVHT * VAT / 



Pentium- 1| 


Even at sale time. Dell brings you rhe latest technology. 
Take these three systems. They're all fast Pentium® II 
processor based systems. They're all feature rich. And 
they're all hugely reduced. So don't be sold anyone 
elses old stock. Call or get online to the worlds largest 
direct PC manufacturer" now 

'SourcrJDC 
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Spy on your 
^ neighbours by 
^ hiring your 
S own satellite 
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Your neighbours could 
be watching you - via a 
c^"‘ spy satellite which will 
ll fc v ^ take detailed pictures to 


order over the Internet. 
Meanwhile, Big Brother 
can track you by your 
mobile phone. Is this 
progress welcome? 
Charles Ajthur, Science 
Editor, explains that 
whether you like it or 
not, itfs here. 


Within the next few days, in- 
ternet users will be able to or- 
der photographs showing their 
house and its environs to a res- 
olution of 10ft, using pictures 
taken to order from an orbiting 
: saleliite-justthetMcelforLhose 

~ . n* arguing boundary disputes. 

1 Meanwhile, though you may 
not be aware of it. the security 
j. services could be tracking your 
movements around the country 
... by the signals emitted from 

’ ■ y your mobile phone while it is 
i : ;;: ' turned on- even ifyou are not 

; using it for a call 

The arrival of the person - 
aiised spy in the sky comes 
through an American company 
called Earlhwatch, based in 

_ ' Longmont, Colorado. Its Earty- 

bird-1 satellite was launched 
from Russia and just before 
Christinas was successfully put 
• into orbit. 295 miles above 
„ Earth, roughly the same height 
- as the Mir space station. It or- 
bits about once an hour, adding 
..... . pictures to a vast database that 

'the company is building up to 
' create a “digital globe". 

— . Eartybird can take pictures in 

which each frame covers an area 
of 3-5 square miles (9 sq km), 
.- T . and each pixel or grain, in the 
’ picture is 10ft (3m) in size. By 
• taking closely-matched pairs of 
frames, three-dimensional pic- 
tures can be built up. That, 
though, will be superseded late 
in 1998, when Earthwatch is 
launching its Quickbtrd-1 satel- 

“ lile. ft wifi be able to distinguish 

objects 3ft across - detailed 
- " “ enough to see a children’s pad- 

„ . -• s • 7 » • CVCL* tiling pool or a gate. 

’ * -zzi- Spy satellites in the past 
' ~ „ - bad similar capabilities: de- 

spite the tales, a satellite could 
• never read the headlines in a 


newspaper in Red Square. But 
(his technology has only re- 
cently been declassified by the 
US military - giving American 
industries a huge headstart in 
the commercial imaging market- 

“Ours is the highcst-resolu- 
lion satellite imagery available 
from a commercial source. The 
people of the world will soon 
have easy and inexpensive ac- 
cess to the most refined repre- 
sentation of our planet ever 
assembled," said Donovan 
Hicks, head of Earthwatch. 
“This launch also shows what 
can be accomplished when we 
pool our global technological re- 
sources, and is a vivid reminder 
that the Cold War is over." 

Not entirely: the pictures are 
available to anyone, including 
governments - except those of 
Cuba. Iran, Iraq. Libya and 
North Korea. (Notably, China 
is not now among the excluded 
list. J But pictures of those coun- 
tries will be added to the com- 
pany database. 

The resolution available 
brings satellite imagery into 
the hands of anyone prepared 
to pay at least £200, wiLh the 
images costing about £l .80 per 
sq fL If the company has not al- 
ready taken a picture of the re- 
quired area, you can order it 
yourself and - cloud cover per- 
mitting - it will be taken cm the 
next suitable orbit. 

Combined with details from 
mobile phones, this could allow 
Big Brother to know what you 
are doing, and trace you, 
throughout the day. British mo- 
bile phone companies have re- 
vealed that when required to by 
court order, they will allow the 
law enforcement agencies access 
to their computer data. 

This means that someone 
whose phone is switched on can 
be tracked around the country, 
because the phone emits a sig- 
nal to keep in touch with its 
nearest "base station" every 30 
minutes. That can also provide 
evidence, which can be used in 
court, of a person’s where- 
abouts in criminal cases. The 
"cell" covered by a base station 
can vary in size: in a dty it would 
be a few hundred metres. 

For those who have their 
phones constantly switched on 
- as terrorists or criminals are as- 
sumed to-it is akin to having a 
homing device in your pocket 



Dancing dame: Preston Clare as the Widow Simone in rehearsal with the Scottish Ballet, whose production of La Rite Mai Gar die, using 
costumes and sets loaned free by Birmingham Royal Ballet, opened last night at the Theatre Royal in Glasgow Photograph: Colin McPherson 

Journalist arrested over drugs bought in ‘sting’ 


The police are usually 
grateful to journalists 
who expose crime. They 
are less keen when the 
crime is selling cannabis 
and it is a Cabinet 
minister's son who is 
exposed. Paul McCann, 
Media Correspondent, 
on a crime that dare not 
speak a name. 


The Metropolitan Police has 
taken the highly unusual step of 


arresting the journalist who al- 
leges she bought cannabis from 
a Cabinet minster’s 17-year-old 
son. Dawn Alford, a reporter on 
I heAfinvr. was arrested on sus- 
picion of possessing a con- 
trolled substance after she went 
voluntarily to Vauxhall police 
station in south London yes- 
terday. Ms Alford was arrested 
but not charged and released on 
police bail. 

It is usual in newspaper 
"sting" operations for the police 
io ignore journalists’ temporary 
possession of drugs when they 
arc exposing a crime. However, 


a police source said yesterday 
that in this case, because they 
had not been informed in ad- 
vance of the "sting", and be- 
cause the journalist held on to 
the drugs for over a week, the 
case had been muddied. 

By ebarging the journalist 
the Mel also hopes to wash its 
hands of the case and let the 
Crown Prosecution Service de- 
cide whether Co proceed against 
either the minister’s son or the 
journalist. 

Ms Alford was unavailable 
for comment yesterday, but has 
told friends that she feared she 


has been followed since the 
story broke on Christmas Eve. 

Piers Morgan, editor of the 
Minor, said last night: "This is 
on outrageous decision which is, 
in my opinion, specifically 
designed to deflect attention 
from the criminal activities of 
a Cabinet minister's son to the 
entirely justifiable methods 
deployed by a newspaper fo 
uncover them," he said. 

"Police have not to my 
knowledge ever questioned this 
procedure in die past ... and we 
will today be appealing directly 
to the Home Secretary, Jack 


Straw, to immediately launch an 
inquiry into how this farcical 
situation arose." 

Despite the 3933 Children 
and Young Person’s Act which 
forbids the identification of 
anyone under 18 who is charged 
with a crime, the identity of the 
minister at the heart of the sto- 
ry was spreading in media and 
political circles yesterday as 
people returned to work after 
the Christmas break. 

It is now only a matter of 
time before the minister's iden- 
tity becomes widely, if unoffi- 
cially, known. 
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TOMORROW’S 

INDEPENDENT 

Tartan: 
check it 
out for 
the new 
year 

FAS K! ON 



These five stamps to commemorate the life of Diana, Princess of Wales, wifi go on sale on 3 February. They feature photographs by Lord Snowdon, 
Tim Graham, John Stillwell and the late Terence Donovan. Each stamp has a purple border as a mark of respect 


Beloved 
and Bonk: 
Our 

divorcee’s 

diary 

continues 

FEATURES 

Award- 

winning 

novelist 

Rachel 

Cusk's 

resolution 

FEATURES 
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save you money on 
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orgiye you back 


Tib ti frl§ t h e d i ffe re 
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their PremierLine and Friends the differ, 

L V & w.*yvw« SmmCan. UK-afl and UealCan Hfls only. For non-<aW« customers i 


& Family schemes but excluding temporary 
promotions), we’ll give you back double 
the difference.* Of course, you don’t have to 


Will you promise to call us? 

(0500 500 366.) 


promise us anything at all. But to see how much 
you could save, why don’t you ring us now on 
FreeCall 0500 500 366 quoting RiNDCU. 



CABLE & WIRELESS 

What can we do foryou? 


the Price Pfcttgs companion it on call charges only: tor cabin customers u 1* call du/g» and lire rental, AppBcadon subject to statue. Not mailable for CaJfln* Card and itofrgcpgraptilc cad Is includlqg mobiles. 
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THE NEW SPECIAL 
EDITION 

PEUGEOT 106 LOOK 2. 

FROM £8,895 OTR. 
WITH FREE CD PLAYER. 
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It’s a lot easier to get into a Peugeot 


£199 


PUS DEPOSIT *FmMYll0f?; 


YOUR PEUGEOT; YOUR CHOKE. 


NO. mode it again this year? Never mind. You don't need biue blood or fame to ge, into the special edition Peugeot 106 

Economical LI petrol or L5 diesel engines- mean owning an oil well Isn't necessary. You won't need piles of cash el I ° 0,> 2 

years' free Insurance.- Although the free CD player may well bring out the pop star In you A buddm ^ ^ ^ 

There's power steering. And a driver's (or chauffeur's) airbag. While central locking and a tinted glass slO ^ 

the most persistent autograph hunters. All for £8,895 OTR. For more information call 0345 in 6 n " * ' e ' d y ° U fr ° m 

b ‘ 0r get Vour butler to do it. 


PEUGEOT 


THE DRIVE OFYOURUFE 


•1 1 PETROL ECONOMY - It? MM UWBAN CYCLE CONCUHPTONI. 52 J MPC (PUT W TOWN CDUSUWTHWl, wff, fMWED COOUNPnOM 15 OttHl ECONOMY • AJ 9 MK twsjj. r,nr fw^aruor™ a . , 

INSURANCE CW£? ARCHES TO t»iWE« *0£D 19-75 YEARS DID HOLDING A FULL WUD UK DMWJC LICENCE FOR ONE YEAS Oft MORE Q*MmG AMY OfOSTEfiMS AST NFia PFiv.s.-.- ,,-w . * 5 I."* 5 lDLn * ,mm 


1 HAWS CSIYIP.-. WTtt.CE fN THE PAST 5 YEARS ARE AL<T0AIAHCA1LY EYCLUMT. MS 
HUGE £9.059 OEMSTTCUM. 24 AMWTKT RUfM&ATB 09 UM. MULMTHBIT 
OIMMXliE AM BE »E0TJ*£D RNANCE OFFER ONLY APPLICABLE 10 108 LOOK 1 VC 


l SALES AGENCY FEE W £5 ARE CHAWED WIFH FIRST MONTHLY MrMENT Ml charm'd ' * OW 

' ' * LOCAL SATE Au. Pfit;£^ 


- r vx SSKK^^ ™ 3 DOM «— TU| 
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From left Images captured by a passenger’s video camera show the chaos on board the United Airlines Boeing 747; inside the cabin after the jet landed; and (far right) the exhausted crew seen in the cockpit Photographs: Sky, AP 

The invisible menace that left one dead and 102 injured 
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An injured passenger bang carried to a hospital after returning to the New Tokyo International Airport, Narita, yesterday 


Royal Academy’s ‘Sensation’ proves 
to be a shockingly good crowd-puller 


Photograph: Reuters 


A dangerous 
atmospheric condition 
made a United Airlines 
jet plummet 1,000 feet, 
throwing passengers 
from their seats and 
leaving one dead. 
Another 102 were 
injured before the pilot 
regained control. Ion 
Bumil reports on the 
terrifying phenomenon 
of clear air turbulence. 


Right UA826 was cruising at 
33,000 feet, two hours out of 
Narita airport in Tokyo, when 
it lurched, began to rattle then 
suddenly dropped like a stone. 

Passengers who had just fin- 
ished their evening meal were 
hurled into the ceiling of the air- 
craft, Some people suffered 
broken limbs, others had blood- 
ied faces and neck injuries. 

Amid the screaming, the pi- 
lot pleaded for calm. “We have 
just hit air turbulence and the 
aircraft descended 300 metres. 
There is no danger of a crash," 
he called over the intercom. 

But among the 374 passen- 
gers flying to Honolulu, Hawaii, 
there was panic, captured by 
one of them on video and 
shown yesterday on television. 

"Suddenly the plane 
dropped and people were jump- 
ing and falling, and things came 
(tying at me - like juice cans, 
food," said Chfeko Ejiri, 2&,who 
was on her way to a holiday with 


her boyfriend. “1 saw people 
with bleeding bandages on their 
beads and someone with his arm 
in a sling. And one person was 
crying out In pain," she added. 

"I thought 1 was dying," said 
Ktyoiaka Eto, a 16-year-oJd stu- 
dent from Osaka who was going 
on a surfing holiday. He said his 
sear belt saved him from injury, 
although he felt his body float- 
ing upwards during the drop. 

His friend. Yuji Takahashi, 
17, who was not wearing a belt, 
said, “l hit my head on the ced- 
ing. U was like something 
straight out of the movies." 

The plane was dropping to- 
wards the northern Pacific un- 
til the pilot brought it back 
under control and flew back 
1,100 miles to Tokyo to be met 
by the emergency services. 
Some passengers emerged from 
the plane on Sunday night in 
neck braces, others on stretch- 
ers or wrapped in blankets. 

United Airlines blamed the 
incident, which was over in sec- 
, onds. on “severe clear-air tur- 
bulence". A spokesman said 10 
passengers required hospital 
treatment. 

“The seat belt sign was on 
when the plane was hit by se- 
vere turbulence." said 
spokesman Tony Molinari. 
"There had to be folks who 
weren't belted." 

The Federal Aviation Au- 
thority said it would now in- 
vestigate “because we’re always 
interested in turbulence issues". 

Gear air turbulence is the at- 
mosphere’s equivalent to the ed- 
dies that form in rivers where 


fast-moving waters and slower 
waters come together. Because 
it occurs in areas without cloud 
it is invisible and difficult for pi- 
lots to detect. 

However, meteorologists is- 
sue charts which warn airlines 
of likely areas of clear-air tur- 
bulence, as well as thunder- 
storms and dense areas of 
cloud. 

The turbulence typically oc- 
curs at a height of between 30- 
35.000ft. The plane experiences 
"wind shear" as it moves from 
a jet stream of. say, 300 knots 
into one of 40 knots, causing 
rapid loss of lift as it meeis the 
eddy. 

Such turbulence is fairly 
common and there have been 
a succession of such incidents 
this year. In June, a Japan Air- 
lines jet hit turbulence near 
Hong Kong and 11 passengers 
and crew were injured, one 
suffering a fractured pelvis. A 
month later, a Qantas aircraft 
flew into turbulence between 
Brisbane and Tokyo leaving 23 
injured, three seriously. Then an 
Alitalia jet hit turbulence short- 
ly before landing to Caracas in 
September injuring] 9, some 
with broken bones. 

Air passengers more fre- 
quently experience turbulence 
when flying through cumu- 
lonimbus clouds but the af- 
fects are far milder. 

Researchers in California 
are close to developing a radar 
system which they hope will en- 
able pilots to identity areas of 
clear-air turbulence on their 
instrument panel. 


The Royal Academy’s 
’Sensation’ exhibition of 
I young British artists 
which prompted 
protests and resignations 
was hailed yesterday as 
one of the most 
successful shows it has 
ever held- Louise Jury 
explains why it proved 
such a crowd-puller. 


The British public flocked to see 
explicit pornography, a blood- 
filled head and a portrait of 
Moors murderer Myra Hindi ey 
made from children's hand- 
sprints, according to figures re- 
leased yesterday. 


. The Royal Academy (RA) 
said 284,734 people - around 
2,800 a day - visited the show 
over the last three months, de- 
spite pleas from families of 
Hindley's victims not to attend. 

More than 400 people also 
attended a public debate to dis- 
cuss the works, which were 
deemed more shocking than al- 
most anything else in the acad- 
emy's 230-year history. 

The exhibition featured 110 
works hy some of the biggest 
names in young “Brit an", 
loaned from the collection of 
Charles Saatchi, the advertising 
executive and art collector who 
runs his own gallery in north 
London. 

The graphic nature of the ex- 
hibition forced the RA to erect 


warning notices and to trans- 
form one of the 15 viewing 
rooms into an adulis-onty zone. 
Among the works this con- 
tained was an exhibit by the 
brothers Jake and Dinos Chap- 
man featuring child man- 
□equius with grotesque 
genitalia grafted onto their 
heads. 

The portrait of Myra Hind- 
ley was vandalised, once with 
blue paint and ooce with eggs, 
by outraged members of the 
public within the first few days 
of the show opening. It was re- 
stored within a week, but secu- 
rity was stepped up. 

An RA spokeswoman said 
yesterday. "It is true to say 
that the work in the exhibition 
has caused a sensation and 


shocked people, but we are 
not afraid to shock people. The 
public have said to us that they 
are internationally acclaimed 
artists and they should be 
shown. It has been very suc- 
cessful." 

A Mori survey commis- 
sioned by the RA disclosed that 
33 per cent of those who visit- 
ed said they enjoyed the exhi- 
bition much more than they 
thought they would and 91 per 
cent felt the RA should show art 
even if it shocked or caused of- 
fence. 

Nearly half the visitors - 48 
per cent - were under 35 years 
old, and 11 per cent went as part 
of a school visit. 

Sensation is now due to tour 
galleries in Europe. 


Strike 


while our standard 


Personal Loan rates 1 are 


down 


DAILY POEM 



From "Actaeon” 

By Ted Hughes 

(The hunter Actaeon has disturbed the goddess Diana 
bathing in a pool with her nymphs) 

So she scooped up a handful atid dashed it 
Into his astonished eyes, as she shouted: 

“Now, if you can. teU how you saw me naked. 

Thai was aE she said, hut as she said it 
Out of his forehead burst a nek of antlers. 

His neck lengthened narrowed, and his ears 

Folded to whiskery points, his hands were hooves. 

His arms long slender legs . His hunter 's tunic 
Slid from his dappled hide. With all this 

The goddess 

Poured a shocking stream of panic terror 
Through his heart UkeblooiL Actaeon 

Pounded out across the cave 's pool 
h* plunging leaps, amazed at his owti lightness. 

■And Outre 

Gear in the bulging mirror of his bow-waw 

Tl* gfonpsed his antlered head 

''to dcried “What lias happened to me ?" 

"Ho* week’s poems come from the five volumes shortlisted for 
l«7 Whitbread Floetiy Award. The ^n"er wiU be ^ 
wwced next Tuesday, 6 January, along 
^Wianeisforbtograpfay. fiction and first TbLS ; 'OTa 
. B -tafenfrom Jed Hughes’s Tales fivm Ond (Tabe . 

’ * ‘ •7’. : — — m • ■ 


Baby dies after hospital tells 
woman in labour to go home 

The family of a woman whose baby died after being bom at home 
demanded an apology yesterday from the hospital which turned 
her away three times when she was in labour. 

Gemma White. 2i, gave birth at her parents’ home on Christ- 
mas Day, less than two hours after she was discharged from Don- 
caster Royal Infirmary. The baby, bom 22 weeks into the pregnancy, 
was rushed to the hospital. He died three hours later. Mrs White 
was first united away by the hospital on 23 December - told that 
her stomach pain was linked to a urinary infection. She returned 
on Christmas Eve. was sent home again; and was admitted at 3am 
on Christmas Day but discharged six hours later and told to keep 
taking antibiotics. Doncaster Royal Infirmary refused to comment. 

Warning on diabetic drivers 

Diabetic motorists who do («x» little to control their condition may 
be as big a danger as drink-drivers, experts warned yesterday. Con- 
sultant physician Dr David Kerr and specialist nurse Joan Everett, 
from the Royal Bournemouth Hospital, said in the Journal of Di- 
abetic Nursing that low Wood-sugar levels caused similar symptoms 
to being drunk and Britain's 370.000 insulin- treated diabetics need- 
ed to he more aware of the dangers, after a study of 2,000 accidents 
caused by drivers who collapsed at the wheel sh< wed 340 of them 
were due to diabeu'e patients suffering a drop in Woi >d sugar. 

Stalemate in chess battle 

England's Michael Adams and Viwanalhart Anand of India drew 
ih/fourth game of their World Chess Championship semi-final 
in 4b moves al Gronineen. the Netherlands. Wit!? scores level ai 
2-2. thev will base a play-off U» meet Anatoly Karpov in the final. 


1 % APR off our standard Personal Loan rates 

Now is o good lime xo xoke out o NotWest Personal 
Loon. We've cut oil our standard Personal Loon rotes 
by 1% APR for a limited period, which means that 
you con borrow £7,1 00 or more at 12.9% APR . 

So, tobe advantage of those bargains in the soles one 
save on your loan repayments. 

For example 


Amount 
of loan 

36 monthly 
repayments of 

Total payable 

APR 

£3,000 

£7 03.77 

' £3,735.72 

7 5.9% 

£7.100 

£236.48 

£8,57 3.28 

7 2.9% 


Be on the boll 

To take advantage of these special rates you must 
apply by 28 February 1998. So do it today and aim 
to gee all the best bargains in the sales, 

NotWest customers con get an 
immediate decision,” just by colling 

0800 24 34 06 

MONDAY to FRIDAY 8om to 8pm 
or SATURDAY 9am to 6pm 
Or pop into any NatWest branch.' 


Vest customer.' 
; count to appli 


to ooen o No tVV 


A NatWest 

More them just a bank 


Cmfc « wily owilnble 10 persons oped IB at over, and is subject to status ond conditions. Written quotations ae amiable on request from Notional Westminster Bank Pic, Reqetered 
Office; 41 loihbum London EC2P2BP. or Irom onu NatWest branch. II ijpu borrow £7.100 peer 36 months at the rate ot 12.986 APR, uou would ooy 36 monthty repmimenMntF ^ ft^g 
tli? Mat amount payable would be £8.513.28. ff you borrow £ 3.000 over 36 months ot 15.996 APR , you wcuWpoq 36 manthlj repayments ot £103.77. The totof amount payable 
vwnW be £3.735 .74 These evmptes indude the ? Si APR Auxunl Ref no: 50?55 
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Record takings in. the sales as 
shoppers’ cars choke cities 


Alter a disappointing Christinas and a slow' 
start to the sales, shops across Britain re- 
ported record takings yesterday. Winter 
clothes were on offer at half-price in some 
stores, and retailers promised more cuts to 
get rid of unsold stock left over from be- 
fore Christmas. 

City centres all over Britain ground to 
a halt as drivers headed for the sales. Liv- 
erpool was grid locked and traffic was 
brought to a standstill in Manchester, 
Sunderland, Bolton, Chester and Birm- 
ingham. Sales traffic was also heavy in Can- 
terbury, Tunbridge Wells, Croydon, 
Southampton, Oxford, Truro and arouad 
London's Brent Cross shopping complex. 

An RAC spokesman, Rob Maynard, 
said: “People are prepared to queue in their 
cars for hours to get the bargains they want.” 

The Lakeside shopping centre in Thur- 
rock, Essex, said takings were 10 to 12 per 
cent up on last year. “It has beep an ex- 
ceptional day,” said a spokesman. “We are 
expecting 140,000 by the end of the day." 

The MetroCeatre in Gateshead was also 
having a record-breaking time with 300,000 
people visiting over the weekend and yes- 


terday. /. .ot of the shoppers were spend- 
ing their windfall from the Northern Rock 
building society’s conversion to a bank. 

Selfridges director David Elliott, who is 
also vice president of the Oxford Street 
Traders' Association, said: “It has been ab- 
solutely packed today. There are record 
numbers of people - 12,000 more than last 
year in our store alone. There are obviously 
a lot of people who are still on holiday. 
Men’s clothes are selling well We have had 
a lot of half-price stock and we will be mak- 
ing further reductions in the next 24 
hours.” 

Marks & Spencer reported busy high 
street shops up and down the country. 

The CBI said many manufacturing in- 
dustry businesses were on two weeks' hol- 
iday - but many other workers in retail and 
leisure industries were having their busiest 
periods. Clive Vhughan of Verdict retail an- 
alysts said: “More and more people are tak- 
ing a fortnight off over Christmas so there 
is plenty of time for going to the sales. 

“Records are being broken in some 
places, particularly out-of-town shopping 
centres.” Jobs boom, page 22 



Stardust 

among 


st memories: A guitar smashed by Pete Townshend at a Who concert in 1973 on 7 January Photograph. Justin See 

items in Russell Baldwin and Bright’s auction of rock and film stars’ memorabilia to be held in Leom — 


HALF PRICE SALE 


NOWON 





When you buy from Magnet, you can be sure that you get a 
beautiful kitchen designed to meet your every need. You can also be sure that it’s built to take 
everything life can throw at it. Right now in the Magnet January Sale, all cabinets in over 
50 kitchen and bedroom ranges have been reduced, most by 50%, and there arc some 
great offers on'whiiipool and STOVESS appliances too. 

Visit your local Magnet showroom today to take advantage of these fantastic sale offers. 

Magnet 

iMy BUILT FOR LIFE 

for your nearest showroom and opening hours call 0800 192 192 

Opening hours: TikkLiv iOrh 9. OfUm- 5.00pm. Wednesday ilsi f.iflam-S.lJUpm. Thursday 1st January ia.OOam-S.POpm. Fridas 2nd lanu.vi K.iN>jm-5.iVij lcR , y-irurdav Std Unuirv .■vini«n-‘5 
Most sinres will he open ni.Ofijni-MKIpin Sunday. Scotland elo&sd New Year’s Day. Fridas 2nd lanu.irs IWHUm-SOupm. . 


_ oupm. 

Discounts ut off prices charged between HA Nw*mbes and 25s H December. "When spend Cl.OW .. r nn-rr un kitchen cabinet,. 
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Tories raise spectre 
of one-party state 


An attack on the 
Government's alleged 
appointment of 
’placemen’ to quangos 
was widened last night 
by Brian Mawhinney, the 
former Tory Party 
chairman. Colin Brown, 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, says the 
Tories see the ’quango 
state’ being replaced by 
the ‘one party* state. 


Brian Mawhinney last night ac- 
cused the Government of ap- 
pointing placemen to public 
bodies across the country. 
Widening a Tory attack on the 
Government for sacking Tories 
from NHS hospital trusts, the 
Tory Party’s former chairman 
said: “ 1 think there is a common 
thread running through this 
Giwemment. which is pursuing 
centralised control." 

He was supported by John 
Redwm xi, the shadow Secretary 
of State for Trade and Industry, 
who said the Government was 
creating new quangos, such as 
the commission on low pay. but 
was failing to appoint repre- 
sentatives of small businesses, 
because they might offer criti- 
cal advice. 

It followed a call by John 
Maples, the Toty spokesman on 
health, for an inquiry by Sir 
Leonard Peach. the Indepen- 
dent Commissioner for Public 
Appointments, into the “politi- 
cisation" of health service 
boards in an alleged breach by 
the Government of the Nolan 
Code of Practice on openness 
and transparency. Mr Maples 
said: "Good people with proven 
track records and business ex- 
perience are being thrown off 


health service boards. They are 
being replaced by large numbers 
of Labour councillors, without 
so much as a letter of thanks. 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary 
of Slate for Health, robustly de- 
nied the Government was re- 
placing Tory placemen with 
Labour “yes" men and women 
to run NHS hospital tnists.He 
said he would not appoint 
Labour “deadheads” to replace 
“Tory deadheads”, but he want- 
ed to increase the number of 
women on boards, and improve 
local representation. 

A promise to “decentralise 
political power throughout the 
UK” was one of the 10 key pri- 
orities for the Parliament in 
Labour's election manifesto. 

The Prime Minister made 
the attack on quangos part of 
his first speech in the Commons 
after winning power. Openiag 
the debate on the Queen’s 
Speech. Tony Blair said: “A 
Britain that is young of mind 
and confident of its future must 
change a situation in which un- 
elected quangos spend more 
money than elected local gov- 
ernment." Mr Blair told the an- 
nual Labour party conference 
two years ago: “It is time to 
sweep away the quango state.” 



David Clark: Consultation 
period ends tomorrow 


Jack Straw launched a 
Labour commitment on open - 
government in September 1996 
that included a promise to im- 
pose tougher regimes for con- 
trolling the way quangos 
conduct their affairs. 

David Dark, Cabinet min- 
ister for public service, pub- 
lished a consultation document 
in November to fulfil that 
pledge; the consultation period 
ends tomorrow. 

However, the consultation 
paper Opening up Quangos 
made it clear the Labour Gov- ; 
eminent finds the quasi-au- 
tonomous non -governmental 
organisations have an important 
role to play- In the health ser- 
vice, they have the task of help- 
ing ministers to abolish the 
internal market in the NHS. 

In a report to Sir Leonard, 
Mr Maples accused Mr Dobson 
of dropping Sir Brian Hill as 
chairman of the Great Ormond 
Street Hospital for Lady McIn- 
tosh, who is a Labour council- 
lor and academic, and also the 
wife of the Labour deputy chief 
whip in the Lords. 

Other replacements died in 
his report included CJive 
Wilkinson, the ex-Labour 
leader of Birmingham City 
Council for Brian Baker, a 
businessman in die West Mid- 
lands: Frank McCamey, who 
manages the office of Mike 
O’Brien, the junior Home Of- 
fice minister, for David Hop- 
kins, chairman of the George 
Eliot Trust; and Mary Styth, a 
Labour councillor, for the chair- 
man of the North Lakeland 
NHS trust. 

Mr Dobson strongly de- 
fended his action, insisting 
that Ms Styth was the chair of 
a number of health bodies in the 
area with wide experience in the 
soda! services, the disabled and 
the elderly. 


Rooms at the Ritz cheaper 
than places in 'child jails’ 


Places at the first of five 
new ‘child jails' will be 
the most expensive in 
Britain, costing twice as 
much as luxury rooms at 
the Ritz for every 
offender. The disclosure, 
says Joson Bennetto, Crime 
Correspondent, is the 
latest controversy to hit 
the Government’s policy 
of locking up young 
offenders. 


Pcrsisienl criminals aged J2 to 
15 will cost an estimated 
£2tK).0<Ji) (n £250.1X10 a year It. 
keep at the forthcoming secure 
training venires. 

The expense of the private- 
ly run units was attacked yes- 
terday by probation officers who 
argued (hat the money cuulj be 
spent more effectively. They 
will cost six times more than a 
boot camp, about 50 per cent 
more than local authoritvsecun; 
accommodation, and twice as 
much as a room at the Ritz. 

Group 4 plans to open a se- 


cure training centre at 
Cookham Wood, Kent, in April 
which will house 40 persistent 
offenders aged 12 to 15. 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, caused outrage among 
penal reformers when he an- 
nounced in July that he was to 
go ahead with a modified ver- 
sion of his Tory predecessors’ 
plans for five mini ‘ jails” despite 
arguing against them in Oppo- 
sition. 

Figure's obtained by the Na- 
tional Association of Proba- 
tion Officers suggest that the 
com per offender per year at 
Ojukham Wood will be at least 
£25u.imn - £5.i JU0 a week. 
Group 4 refused to comment on 
costs, but sources suggested 
, i lhc fi 5 ur ‘-' was less - 3nmnd 
the O HI.! ion murk. 

Either amount compares 
unfavourably with current ac- 
commodation. A place in a lo- 
cal authority secure unit costs 
about U.^lUXin per year and 
- in ,fle Government's 
rniljiaiy hoot camp; at Lnn<» 
Larim high security prison the 
enst ls about £50.000. while a 
deluxe bedroom at the Rjt 2 ho- 
tL ‘l ,n London costs £355 a 


night or the equivalent of 
£130,000 a year. 

The high cost of Cookham 
Wood is partly due to the in- 
tensive training and education 
provided and the high number 
of staff — there will be about 100 
for 40 residents. The offenders 
will each have their own secure 
bedroom and the centre will 
have a fence around it. 

The Government has given 
t be go-ahead to build five new 
secure training centres for 200 
youngsters who have committed 
three or more offences. A new 
detention and training order for 
young offenders is contained the 
Crime and Disorder Bill. 

Harry Fletcher, assistant 
general secretary of the Na- 
tional Association of Proba- 
tion Officers, said: “The 
resources would be better used 
either by a consortia of local au- 
thorities or managed bv the.De- 
partment of Health."' 

The four other centres, 
which have yet to obtain plan- 
ning permission, are intended 
Jot Campsfield near Oxford, 
Gnngley in Nottinghamshire. 
On ley, Warwickshire, and' 
Medomsley, Co Durham. 
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The price of progress; after 39 years* service, Eddie Matthews (above) is losing his job at the Lizard lighthouse 

^The lights go out on the loneliest profession 


Photographs: John Voos 



A handful of men have 
’■ : spent their final 

Christmas guarding the 
beacons that guide 
seafarers through 
Britain's turbulent 
.> ' 'iters. In the New Year, 
the few lighthouses 
- ' that remain manned 
"" will be automated. 
.^Kcrthy Maries reports 
on the end of a 
.. -^centuries-old tradition. 


• -When the winter storms blow in 
- from the Atlantic and the howl- 
“ing winds gust to llOmph, 

- Lizard Point in Cornwall is an 
inhospitable place. Many a ship 
has been wrecked there over the 

- - years. But for Eddie Matthews, 

principal keeper of the light- 
house, the elements are a 
source of never-ending theatre. 

. Mr Matthews is one of a 
^elusive breed of men for 
whom home is a granite tower 
surrounded by seagulls and 

: crashing surf. For nearly 400 


yeans, keepers have tended the 
lights that warir sailors off 
treacherous stretches of coast- 
line. Now their lonely and 
romantic profession is to he 
consigned to history. 

A programme to mechanise 
all the lighthouses around the 
British Isles is nearing comple- 
tion. Of the ISO once manned 
around England. Scotland and 
Wales, only nine remain occu- 
pied. By next autumn, all the 
lighting systems will be con- 
trolled and monitored ty com- 
puter from base stations in 
Harwich and Edinburgh. 

With 39 years in the job, Mr 
Matthews is Britain's longest- 
serving keeper. Last Wednesday 
he completed an eight-hour 
watch before settling down to 
Christmas dinner. In March he 
will be made redundant. He is 
stoical about the advance of 
progress, but believes technol- 
ogy cannot replace the human 
touch. “It's going to be a sad day 
when 1 leave," he said. “To me 
this is a way of life, and the way 
of life is gone. We are a sea- 
going nation and the keepers 
are the heart of the support sys- 


tem. If you take out the heart, 
you’re left with a cold slab of 
granite. We are the eyes; if any- 
thing happens out at sea. we will 
spot it." 

Mr Matthews, who was bom 
in The Lizard, has served at 
some of the most isolated light- 
houses, including Bishop Rock, 
off the Scilly Isles, and Wolf 
Rock, off LancT s End. where fe- 
rocious storms can engulf the 
tower in a wall of sea. Ten years 
ago he was posted back to 
Lizard, at the southernmost tip 
of Britain.. 

Much has changed since he 
started oul “Back then we only 
had a steam radio and you 
pickled the meal after the first 
two days. Now it’s like a float- 
ing hotel. We've got TV. video, 
stereo, you name it. The only 
thing I miss is my pint of beer." 

Each lighthouse has two 
learns of three men who work 
one month on. one month off. 
covering a 24-hour day. As well 
as operating and maintaining 
the light, they supply weather re- 
ports, activate the foghorn and 
alert coastguards if a ship is in 
difficulty. 
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Just the Ticket for the 
January Sales 
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Save up to £266 in the first year 


Go ro town, in the January sales 
with the Capital One VISA card. With 
the lowest raft in. the UK for credit 
card, purchases’ you can make a 
saving of np to £2 66*. Just transfer 
your balance from your high interest 
cards, to our low rate Capital One 
VISA card. -And alter January 1999. 
you’ltcmfy. pay the low rate of 17.9% . 

APR variable. So for the January sales 

you’ll find this card Is just the ticket. 


• 6.9% APR FIXED 

until January 1999 

•No Annual Fee 

• Save up to £266 

• Simple to apply - 
just call NOW 

Capital One 

C**ol Orw B**. CaiO Serms- PO. Bo. 317. 
N o - Xii ^hen^NCTaWP. 


CALI. 0800 66 9000 free 
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Cost-cutting is the driving 
force behind the automation 
programme. With the advent of 
modem navigation aids, the 
beacons have grown less im- 
portant to (he shipping com- 
panies that fund them. Trinity 
House, the authority responsi- 
ble for England and Whies, 
says that £l-5tn per lighthouse 
will be saved during the 15-year 
life of the new equipment. 

The five remaining manned 
Scottish lights, which include 
Fair Isle South, between 
Orkney and Shetland, will be 
evacuated at the same time as 
Lizard. The last lighthouse to be 
left alone with the wind and the 
tides will he North Foreland, 
Kent, next October. 

Trinity House slopped re- 
cruiting keepers 15 years ago, 
but still receives applications. 

Mr Matthews is not sur- 
prised. “I love the solitude of it, 
the slow pace," he said. “When 
I’m off duty. 1 often sit up in the 
lantern and look out at the 
ocean. It's open sea to the hori- 
zon 29 miles away. It's a terrif- 
ic view; I can watch it for 
hours." 


Nanny’s 
appeal 
date set 


The British nanny Louise 
Woodward has been given a 
date For the hearing of appeals 
in a US court against her 
manslaughter conviction. 

Woodward could know in a 
little over two months if she 
faces a minimum 15-year jail 
sentence or whether she will be 
free to come home. 

The Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court is due to hear ap- 
peals on h March, from both 
Woodward and the prosecution 
against her conviction for the 
manslaughter of eight-month- 
old Matthew Happen while she 
worked for his parents. 

Woodward, 19. from Elton, 
near Chester, has been forced 
to remain in Massachusetts 
while the appeals are heard. 

The court schedule for the 
appeals means opening argu- 
ments from both the defence 
lawyers and the District Attor- 
ney's office will he lodged by 20 
January. Briefs arguing against 
the appeals will be filed by 17 
February, with both sides lodg- 
ing their replies 3ft days laier. 

The Massachusetts court 
system has given priority to the 
appeals because of the huge 
publicity and contn iversy sur- 
rounding the case. 

A jury at the Middlesex Su- 
perior Court in Cambridge con- 
\ icted Louise of seeund-degree 
murder, but the judge later re- 
duced the conviction to 
manslaughter and I reed her by 
imposing a sentence equal to 
the 279 days she lutd already 
spent in custody- 



Students who went to 
single- sex schools find it 
no more difficult to 
adjust to university life 
than those who went to 
co- educational ones, says 
a new report. 

Judith Judd, Education 
Editor, describes a study 
which confounds both 
the supporters of 
co-education and the 
champions of single-sex 
schools. 


Conventional wisdom has it 
that single-sex schools are bet- 
ter for academic work but that 
co-education is a better prepa- 
ration for life. According to 
researchers from Brunei Uni- 
versity, neither is true. 

They questioned 100 first- 
year university' students and 
found that students’ personal- 
ities were much more important 
than the type of school they at- 
tended in determining how well 
they settled in. 

The challenges of cooking, 
washing and learning to study 
more independently loomed 
much larger than coping with 
the opposite sex. 

Boarding school proved to 
be no better preparation for uni- 
versity life than day schooL 
Only a gap year and A-level re- 
sults had any significant effect 
on the ease with which they ad- 
justed to their new lives. The 
gap-year students found re- 
turning to work more difficult 
than their peers, but settling in 
to their new lifestyle slightly eas- 
ier. Those with better A- level 
grades found it it more difficult 
to settle in. 

High-performing students 
may be more aware of the dif- 
ficulties than tbeir peers, sug- 
gest Professor Alan Smithers 
and Dr Pamela Robinson, the 
study's authors. Or they may 


find it less easy to get on with 
fellow students. 

Some of the students from 
girls' schools did admit that it 
was odd having hoys around but 
most “anticipated difficulties 
which did not arise". One said 
she found it “refreshing to be 
around boys rather than girls, 
because I found even though 
academically 1 benefited from 
single -sex education, it gets 
very bitchy if it’s just girls". 

Yet the study also questions 
the notion that young people 
necessarily get better results in 
single-sex schools. A study pub- 
lished two years ago by Profes- 
sor Smithers found that, though 
single-sex schools topped the ex- 
amination league tables, their 
success derived from their intake 
and traditions rather than the 
fact that they were single-sex. 

A further study looking at 
the performance of girls and 
boys in different types of 
schools, based on the 1997 
GCSE and A-level results, pro- 
duced complicated findings. At 
GCSE. girls in coeducational 
independent schools appear to 
do slightly better than those in 
single-sex independent schools. 

At A-level girls' performance 
does not appear to be affected 
try a single-sex or mixed school. 
And, though boys’ single-sex 
selective schools are ahead of all 
other types of school, this is at 
least partly thanks to the fact that 
they are even more highly se- 
lective than other schools be- 
cause of their history and 
traditions, the authors say. 

• A-level exams should be 
scrapped in favour of a Scottish 
Highers-style system forcing 
sixth-formers to study more 
widely, head teachers said yes- 
terday. The A-level system, 
which encourages most 16-plus 
pupils to study just three sub- 
jerk is out of date and does not 
prepare youngsters for the 
world of work, the National As- 
sociation of Head Teachers 
(NAHT) claims. 



Selected stores now open until 1 0.30pm. 

Offer runs from 30. 1 2.97 to 31.1 2.97 inclusive. 

Prices correct at dme of going co press. Norma) price of 24 botdes £25.20. Available to over 1 B‘s only. Offer subject K> availability. 

No further discounts apply Induding shareholderi discount, 










+ 


INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 30 DECEMBER 


10«>7 


8/SUPERMARKETS 


Giants who dictate 
diet of the nation 


In the second part of our 
series on supermarkets, 
Ion Burrell examines 
whether the revolution 
in British food retailing 
has allowed stores to 
dictate the diet of the 
nation. Opposite, /ojo 
Moyes looks at Safewa/s 
efforts to become the 
shop for all the family. 


British supermarkets are. by 
almost common consent, the 
best in the world. But their rep- 
utation for quality control, good 
value and high food safety stan- 
dards has been achieved only by 
a ruthless professionalism which 
has left other sectors of the 
British food industry reeling. 

When Cornish fanners pro- 
duced a supply of cauliflowers 
which tasted good but were yel- 
low, they were told by the su- 
permarkets to plough 1 no acres 
of crops back into the soil. 

Beef farmers have been dis- 
tressed to find that while su- 
permarkets claim to have every 
confidence in their product, 
the unlabclled meat on their 
shelves has often been import- 
ed from Ireland. 

Fishermen in Newlyn. Corn- 
wall. are furious that large Cor- 
nish supermarkets often ignore 
their fresh catches in favour of 
stocking seafood from Scotland 
and elsewhere. Elizabeth Steven- 
son, secretary of the Cornish Fish 
Producers' . Organisation, said 
the supermarkets preferred to 
deal on a national basis with the 
larger companies who could 
guarantee a regular supply. 

“The supermarkets are very 
keen on fixed price, fixed size 
and fixed amount of supply. 
They need the continuity," she 
said. “I think that is sometimes 


* to the detriment of quality. Ft 
should be easier to get fresh feh 
from a port five miles away than 
to bring it from Scotland.” 

As the supermarkets strive 
for an ever- mo re exotic range 
of choice, so British suppliers 
arc increasingly overlooked. 

The arrival of iceberg lettuces 
from southern Europe after 
19S8 has helped reduce Britain’s 
self-sufficiency in salad products 
from S9 percent to 74 per cent 
Similarly, only 25 per cent of ap- 
ples consumed here are British, 
compared with 90 per cent self- 
sufficiency in France. 

With the food having to trav- 
el further, it is often more ex- 
posed to chemical preservatives. 
Research by the campaign 
group Friends of the Earth sug- 
gested over Christmas that 40 
per cent of fresh produce sold 
in Britain contained residues of 
pesticide. “The supermarket 
policy is more about profit than 
broadening taste," FoE 
spokesman Adrian Bebb said. 

In the course of their trans- 
formation into superstores, the 
grocers have subsumed other 
sectors of the food industry. The 
number of master bakers has 
plummeted from more than 
12,000 in the Fifties to fewer 
than 4.000. According to Trevor 
Dixon, chief executive of the As- 
sociation of Convenience 
Stores, thousands of grocers, 
butchers and other traditional 
shops are going out of business 
each year. 

“They just don't have the fa- 
cilities to compete and there is 
still a tremendous haemor- 
rhaging going on," he said. “In 
the neighbourhood environ- 
ment the convenience store is ; 
often the only retailer left." 

In 1972. 90 per cent of milk 
was delivered to our doors, ] 
compared with less than 37 per t 
cent today. To the fury of envi- i 


t ronmentalists this has helped 
1 brin e about the collapse of 
I reusable glass bottle in Britain. 

Concern have also been 
voiced about the intense mar- 
keting by supermarkets of pre- 
preparcd meals at the expense of 
fresh produce. Further, super- 
• markets are only willing to deal 
with a small number of growers 
' who are prepared to invest in new 
equipment for temperature con- 
trol and handling their produce. 
Many of the remaining suppliers 
have gone to the wall. 

Nevertheless, this philosophy 
has led to the raising of food 
standards world-wide. In 
Kenya, field-pickers once har- 
vested beans in unhygienic con- 
ditions to be sent to Britain for 
packaging. Now, at the insis- 
tence of the supermarkets, the 
products are pre-prieed and 
packaged by trained workers be- 
fore being air-freighted. 

According to Douglas Hen- 
derson. chief executive of the 
Fresh Produce Consortium, 
such efficiencies have allowed 
British supermarkets to “come 
out top on a world-wide basis". 
He said supermarkets did not 
dictate to shoppers but could re- 
act quickly to their tastes by us- 
ing electronic checfc-ouLs. "They 
are becoming progressively 
more sensitive to demand be- 
cause of the sophistication of 
their IT systems," he said. 

While the supermarket rev- 
olution has reforged the food 
supply chain out of all recogni- 
tion, the modern consumer is 
presented with an unprece- 
dented range of more than 
20.000 lines in major stores. As 
David Hughes, professor of 
agriculture at Wye College, 
University of London, said: 
“The supermarkets allow peo- 
ple to elect to make food choic- 
es which they feel reflect their ! 
aspirations and lifestyle." i 



Battle for the family 
market intensifies v . ; : 
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But it is now under pressure 
from rivals as it tries to define 
itself as the supermarket chain 
for families. 

Colin Smith, chief executive 
of Safeway, says he is the 

longest-serving chief executive 
among the supermarkets. It s 
quite an achievement. He has 


use information gleaned by in- . 
solutions such as the Henley ' 
group to determine Safowafs 
direction. According cos- 
tomer development director 
R C ^ParUi^on f theresiifeare .. 

often surprising. . 

“We had thought that . the & 


ol shopper 

1993. Accordingto one analyst, 


these short tenures at the top are 
a fair measure of the pressures 
of the job, and of the speed at 
which the business moves. 

It shows at Safeway, which 


which they do. but it.aisq cre- 
ates confusion ... Our average 
supermarkets sell between 22 
and 25,000 lines. Itcanbeabit 
daunting. So we set about ways 


II SUU1*2> Hi w . . n - 

in three years has taken itself to make it easier- It was m- 

away from being seen simply as formation from custtraere ttet 

* . . -VI m. - » 1 |A rrartuc ic rtf 9 mint 


a lower-quality rival to Whitrose. 
The group has gone after one 
core market, the family shopper. 
But will that be enough? 

Mr Smith, married with two 
sons, is a family man. Accord- 
ing to a colleague: “He does the 
famil y shop himself from time 
to time, shops in competitors’ 
stores, and has very strong em- 
pathy for mums and kids, with 
limited budgets and time”. 


was the genesis of a pilot 
scheme in Basingstoke, “collect 
and go", where customers caa~ 
ring up and order base grocery 
items, and collect them when -• 
they do their fresh goods shop. 

According to one Safeway in- 
sider, everything the company 
does is to make things easier far 
famili es. “Harry and Molly [the 
chfldrenin TV advertising] con- ^ 
vey our general market position, Yff 


Perhaps with this in mind, at very much aimed at families 
the height of the recession with children 0-5,” he safcL 


Sinking feeling: Fishermen in Newlyn, Cornwall, are angry that local supermarkets often 
ignore their fresh catches in favour of supplies from Scotland Photograph: Tom PSIston 



You can't buy better 



ir LATEST MULTIMEDIA PC FEATURING 
INTEL PENTIUM’ II PROCESSOR 


INTEL PENTIUM* II 
PROCESSOR - 
THE MOST 
ADVANCED EVER 


The Pentium® II processor is 
the most advanced processor 
ever. Incorporating the very latest 
Intel MMX™ media enhancement 
technology, it offers all these 
benefits; 

• Video editing, allowing you to 
combine and after video and 
sound dips to create your own 
movies 

• 32 bit technology 

• More vivid colours 

• Superior sound 

• Enhanced graphics with 
3D features 

• Improved Internet access 
performance 


1 EXPERT STAWtOHELPI 
YOU GET IT RIGHT 


Whether you're choosing your 
first Multimedia PC or upgrading 
to a new system, you’ll find all the 
answers in the Multimedia Computer 
Centre at Comet Our expert staff 
have all completed an intensive 
training course ; 
are dedicated 
specialists in 
Multimedia PCs. 

They’ll sit you d< 
answer your 
questions, 
discuss your 
needs, and 
recommend the 
most suitable 
package. 


T O M ORROW: 

Even when we are not buying their goods, the 
supermarkets are exerting power and influence 
over our lives ... and the men behind Asda. 


when supermarkets were floun- 
dering, Mr Smith set about a 
massive overhaul of the group, 
dubbed Safeway 2000. 

The company refocused and 
stores now appeal to value- 
seeking family shoppers rather 
than to higher-income couples. 
In this way he increased num- 
ber of shoppers by 50 per cent 
in two years, although last 
month the group warned of 
non-existent sales growth, with 
analysts observing that it was 
losing out to Sains bury 's. 

Perhaps, say some, the age of 
the great supermarket patri- 
archs is over. Prior to Mr Smith, 
Safeways public face was that 
of Sir Alistair Grant, who retired 
as chairman in April from his 
place in the triumvirate oflarg- 
er-than life characters, along 
with Sainsbuiy and MacLaurire 
With finance director David 
Webster (now chairman). Sir Al- 
istair had bought the British sub- 
sidiary of the giant American 


Safeway is also adopting the 
“market-halT concept favoured 
by Asda, with increasing in-store 
pharmacies, dry deaners and 
own-range kids clothes, repli- 
cating the traditional high street 

Tbe group thinks there is ht- • 
tie left to be gained from 
straightforward price competi- 
tion, because the market is how " 
so keen. Safeway has launched 
“Price Protected" - if customers' 
buy a product cheaper else- 
where, the store gives it to 
them for free. 

So where next ? Last year, it 
launched a venture with BP id - 
base “proper" supermarkets in ■ 
24-hour petrol stations. This 
may not appeal to some, but ac- 
cording to Safeway, it is the fu- 
ture. It must hope so. Because 
another version of the future 
in the trade has it that Safeway 
will be swallowed up by its ag- 
gressive, expansionist rival 
Asda. 

— Jojo Mayes 


You really can be confident in 

FRENCH, SPANISH 
GERMAN or ITALIAN 
in 3v 2 weeks. 
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MULTIMEDIA PC 


• J 7C-. b u ‘A cv,i 

• 24 speea CD ROM drive 

• 33.6. fax/modem 

• 3D 2Mb graphics card 

• 15" monitor 

• Includes sub-v/oofer 
Model MYRICA PLUS Pll 
was £1599.23 previously £1 



FREE INDEPENDENT 
BUYING GUIDE 


We asked ‘What PC? & 
Software’ magazine to help us 
produce a helpful guide ideal for 
the first-time buyer. It explains 
all the benefits of Multimedia and 
the latest developments 
such as Digital Imaging ES . 1 
in a language you’ll jiM 
understand. You can fi 
find this free buying jnjb JSf 
guide in store. gg 


You get a much wanner response when you 
travel and command more respect in business, 
if you speak another language, it also helps 
greatly with school progress. 

But many people are put off learning a language 
because they fear it takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bluntly, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint is “f can read a 
bit of French - but I can’t speak if." 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
learn the way you learned English - through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing and 
doing. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical Learning By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repeating the phrases you 
see on super tides, you learn key vocabulary 
quickly and easily. Watching and imitatinq is how 
you started to speak as a child. 

Auditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12 
cassettes. You bwome absorbed in the story 
and motivated to hear what’s next The plays 
cover all the important situations you’ll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 

There are parts you can practise in the car and 
' part where the story is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves the left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain tmusic and creativity) 

The words become as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Visual learning In your course the foreign 
language has the English text immediately* 
alongside. It helps you absorb the words 
naturally and easily. Then key phrases are vividlv t 
Illustratfid trough -Memory V % 

me vSo'rts y0U reca, ‘ 1,16 Images - you "M h 



J? a li m ? lv ^ me !!!- There are do «ns of games 
and activities to get you using your new y 

^nguage In natural and enjoyable ways. One the 
Name Game, unlocks the meaning of thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

Its the unique multi-media combination that 
engages your whole brain and gets you 

ftfmn. 8 contK ! ent| y in such a short time And 

5 5S ,ws you a wonde i“' 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


@ We invite you to order with 
ftis reaMuancfl We will not 

are not completeiTsatfsffi lf V ou 

fastest and most enjoyable* 

H fa *flr» wr> It,-- __ 


THE METHOD WORKS 


Education Hews says. ‘Ifs radically different - 
there are so many features about it that 
recomme nd it to the learner." The Banters 
restitute of New Zealand says, 'Accelerated 
™ing is the new compefltive weapon.’ 

Meresa says, “It's revolutionary.' Tbe Daily Mail 
reported that “Children using Accelerated learning 
are racing ahead.’ The results are spectacular.” 

BBC and fTV news recently reported on a school 

where fen fines more students using Accelerated 
Learning Courses got top marks compared with 
those using conventional courses. 

Australian TV news reported “Astonishing 
huaicy.* “They did two years work in three 
months." 


.7 . pivuweiiuy lb 

vital use Accelerated Learning for language and 
general training - such as Air UK, Boeing, Boots 
Esso, IBM, Kodak. ICt, Rover, Glaxo, Sony, Tesco 
Nestle. Lloyds Bank etc. 


FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 
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Order a Language course 
10 days anflrn will 
send you: 


Can you really speak well in 3v, weeks? Yes 
me record so far was 31 hours of study to nasi 

S'"* 01 Unsuists Preliminary CerS 

mink what you could achieve in a month 1 
Otjer today on FREEPHONE (0800) 50 20 20 
(Z4 hours) or use the coupon below. 

rfrench D SermaVfi 

Spanish □ Italian □ 

I 'WnuaUIMMi 1 1 
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Ambassador gets a 30-year service 


- ■■- ' 'vf- . ?"i. '. 

Holding on: The ubiquitous Ambassador taxis lining up for customers in a back street of New Delhi 


Americans describe it as "a Bee- 
lie on steroids”, but to any 
British person of a certain age 
it looks like what it is: a Fifties 
Moms Oxford (or Austin Cam- 
bridge) with a different grille 
and two odd-looking scoops 
taken out of the bonnet. 

It is the Hindustan Ambas- 
sador, and for 30 years il 
reigned supreme over an au- 
tomobile market in which very 
little else was available. 

Today. India's roads are 
choked with locally produced 
Daewoos and Suzukis, but the 
Ambassador still holds its own 
as the car of government, the 
armed forces, and the univer- 
saJ taxi. And it is not yielding 
its place without a fight. Last 
week Hindustan Motors, man- 
ufacturer of the Ambassador, 
announced that it was investing 
750m rupees (£1 1.5m) in re- 
vamping the car. improving its 
quality and finish and produc- 
ing new niche models: a 2-litre 
Photograph: Tom Pilsron diesel for hilly terrain, a liquid 


Palestinians 
turn car 
theft into act 
of rebellion 


gas-powered model for envi- 
ronmentally conscious city- 
dwellers, and a bullet-proof 
version (in collaboration with 
armoured vehicle specialist 
Okara Izenhort of the United 
Stales) for the nervous. For the 
time being its unmistakable 
look will stay the same. 

Ambassadors have for years 
been notorious in India for 
their poor finish, heavy handling 
and pronencss to alarming ac- 
cidents. One local driver recalls 
waiting years to take delivery of 
his'Amby’, only to find the new 
car bad six major defects right 
there in the showroom. But the 
staid, suburban English saloon 
was tough and it went native, 
bouncing across ploughed fields 
packed to the gunwales with 
passengers, coping well with pot 
holes, violent treatment, amaz- 
ing distances and colossal loads. 
Changing gear could dislocate 
your shoulder, but the car was 
practically indestructible - and 
when it did fail apart, the local 


blacksmith knew bow to fix it, 
and even today a new axle cost 
only 500 rupees (under £8). 

Hindustan Motors still pro- 
duces 2,000 Arabys a month, 
ISO per month down on 1996 
but still a respectable number. 

It was never the only car 
available in India, but the in- 
troduction of India's first real 
subcompact, the Maruti (in 
collaboration with Suzuki) in 
1985 gave the Ambassador a 
jolt from which it never recov- 
ered. With the liberalisation of 
imports over the past six years 
the Indian traffic jam is grad- 
ually losing its distinctive char- 
acter. But new Ambassadors, 
fitted with 74bbp Isuzu en- 
gines, are much more reliable 
than their predecessors and, as 
asubcontinenial answer, half a 
century on. to the Model ‘T 
Ford - tough, cheap (under 
£4,000 new) and easy to repair 
- it has probably got a good few 
years left in it. 

— Peter Pophom, Delhi 
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Israel has one of the 
highest rates of car theft 
in the world. The thieves 
are mostly Palestinian 
and the victims Israelis. 
Patrick Cockbum in 
Jerusalem says political 
divisions have created 
a car thieves’ paradise. 


Four times in the past four years 
Lily Herchkovitz has woken 
up in her house in the Arnona 
district of Jerusalem to find her 
car has been stolen overnight 
It happened first in 1993 
when her Subaru 88 was taken. 
“I guess I was lucky that time,” 
says Mrs Herchkovitz, 46, who 
runs an employment agency. “I 
bad left a pile of Zionist liter- 
ature on the back seat and the 
[Palestinian] thieves, having 
driven to Bethlehem, decided 
to burn it. They parked the car. 
and set the offending papers on 
fire. There was such a lot of 
smoke that the border police 
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Yasser Arafat: ‘Does worse 
than turn a blind eye* 

were alerted. My car was re- 
lurnedlo me within 24 hours.” 

The next year, the Subaru 88 
was stolen for good In 1995, the 
Subaru Legacy ’91 she bought 
to replace it went and, a few 
months later, her new Mazda. 
“I'mwiseT now,* Mrs Her- 
chkovitz says, “I’ll never buy a 
Snbaruagain, since it’s so pop- 
ular. with thieves. " 

Israel's rate of car theft is 
three tildes higher than that in 
the US, Nobody is immune. 
Earlier this year, a Mercedes 
worth35Q,bbO shekels (£70,000) 
belonging to Ovadia Yosef, the 
spiritual leader of the religious 
parly Shas. was stolen despite 
being equipped with elaborate 
anti-theft devkuS. lt was found 
in Hebron: partly stripped. 

- ?;• The thefts areone aspect of 
the struggle between Israel and 
the Palestinians. Car thieves are 
usually Pales tinian; the victims 

- fetaeii. The district where you 
arc most likely to have your car 
state} is Ihe Sharon area, north 
.of 161 Aviv. It is close to the 
'Palestinian autonomous en- 
dave at 'Kdkamt, where cars are 
rilt up for spare parts in what 
■arekiiown locally as “slaughter 

bouses” 

As Palestinian living sian- 
d^rdsplmnmeted over the last 


five years because Israel re- 
peatedly sealed off the West 
Bank and Gaza, car theft be- 
came one of the few growth in- 
dustries. Rubbish dumps near 
Palestinian towns are often 
heaped with the remains of 
stripped vehicles. 

Israelis say the Palestinian 
Authority of Yasser Arafat, the 
Palestinian leader, does worse 
than turn a blind eye. At the end 
of October. Israeli police man- 
ning the main checkpoint into 
Gaza at Erez stopped General 
Zihraya Balusha. a senior offi- 
cer in Palestinian security, who 
was driving in a Mercedes from 
Ramallah on the West Bank. 
Although be presented a VIP 
card allowing him through, the 
police discovered the car had 
been stolen four days before in 
Tel Aviv. 

A few days earlier, police 
confiscated a Mercedes at Erez 
which had been stolen only 
the night before in Jerusalem. 
It was being driven by Musa 
Abu Sabha, a member of the 
Palestinian Legislative Council, 
from Hebron. He claims be was 
set up by “people in the Pales- 
tinian Authority who are both- 
ered by my stand against 
corruption”. A few days later 
Mr Arafat reportedly ordered 
the arrest of Dr Jibril Tflbani. 
the director -general of the 
Palestinian Ministry of Trans- 
port, on suspicion that he head- 
ed a ring which smuggled stolen 
cars from Israel to Gaza. 

But the heart of the problem 
is very simple. Palestinians in 
Gaza and the West Bank are 
desperately poor. Their per 
capita income has fallen by’ 15 
per cent since 1992. Employ- 
ment of Palestinians in Israel 
has dropped by three-quarters. 
Car theft is easy. In October, 
police stopped a stolen car and 
found in the vehicle a price list 
showing how much thieves are 
paid for different models. The 
prices ranged from about £70 
for a Honda Civic to £300 for 
a Chevrolet Corsica. 

Amos Yaffe, managing di- 
rector of the IS1 insurance 
agency, says about 40 per cent 
of all claims are for car (heft. 
“There’s a joke going around 
the insurance companies- why 
not pay Arafat 500 million 
shekels (£100m) up front for not 
stealing our cars,” he said. 

Some drivers offer ransoms 
for their cars by calling the 
thieves on the mobile phone, a 
common attachment in Israeli 
vehicles. In one co-operative 
fanning community, Mosbav 
Beil Yitzhak, north of Tel Aviv, 
which lost 60 cars in two years, 
residents set up their own se- 
curity company which patrols 24 
hours a day. Asked who steals 
the cars. Eli Kolan, 41, the 
community manager, says. 
“Tulkarm residents. It's only 
about 10 kilometres from here, 
so in three minutes they are back 
home. In my opinion, they have 
inside information because we 
have about 50 [Palestinian] 
labourers from Tulkarm. We 
can’t manage without them. 


• Remote control central locking 
and alarm. 

• Power steering. 

• ABS. 

• Electric sunroof and mirrors. 

• 6 speaker radio-cassette. 

• Heated seats. 

• Bravo prices from i'H»,7iSl>. 
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This’ll put a smile on your face. You can buy 
a stunning Fiat Bravo for a mere 20% deposit. 
What Gar? Magazine agrees and boasts 
“There isn’t a more stylish car in the class”. 

Call 0800 71 7000, http://wtvw.fiat.co.uk 
or visit vour local Fiat dealer for more 
information. 
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Netanyahu 
faces budget 
deadlock 


The Israeli Prime Minister, Benj amin Ne- 
tanyahu, last night faced the collapse of 
his economic strategy as squabbles with- 
in his coalition resulted in the government 
being defeated on three clauses of the 1998 
budget, which must be adopted by mid- 
night on 31 December. 

By law Mr Netanyahu has three 
months’ grace, until 31 March. If he fails 
to have the budget sorted out by then, he 
has to call new elections. 

Two ministers from smaller parties, 
Avigdor Kahalani and Rafael Eitan. de- 
manded that he go to the country imme- 
diately. 

Mr Netanyahu and his Finance Min- 
ister, Ya’acov Ne’eman, attempted to im- 
pose a cost-cutting Thatcherite budget on 
a coalition that has no appetite for eco- 
nomic ideology. 

Each faction fought to extract maxi- 
mum benefit for its voters, adding bQlions 
of shekels to the bill and casting doubt on 
the Prime Minister’s authority to force 
through a further withdrawal from the 
West B ank. 

Cuts in family allowances and the 
health service were dropped. Vast sums 
were promised to religious seminaries. 
West Bank settlements and a growing army 
of unemployed. But he still failed to sat- 
isfy all the coalition all the time. 

— Eric Silver. Jerusalem 

Penguin proves to 
be souvenir too far 

A Japanese tourist has been charged with 
trying to abduct a rare penguin and for dis- 
turbing the world's only mainland albatross 
breeding colony, on the Otago Peninsula 
in New Zealand. 

lakasiko Yamasaki. 30, appeared in 
court yesterday after police found a Blue 
penguin inside a bag in his rented car. 

The blue penguin is a protected species 
which nests at sites along the peninsula, be- 
low the cliff-top Talar oa Head albatross 
colony. 

Mr Yamasaki has been charged under 
New Zealand’s Wildlife Act with abduct- 
ing the penguin and with unlawfully en- 
tering the enclosed yard of the colony. 

— Aft Dunedin 
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Officials trying to catch chicks in order to gas them at a chicken farm in Hong Kong yesterday 

HK pins hopes on chicken slaughter 


Hong Kong authorities 
were confident 
yesterday that they had 
exterminated their 
entire stock of poultry in 
the drive to halt a 
mysterious strain of flu. 
Stephen Vines watched the 
exterminators at work 
and asks if this drastic 
measure will succeed. 


At Hong Kong's central market, 
traders were unceremoniously 
breaking the necks of chickens 
under the eye of officials wear- 


ing white face masks and plas- 
tic gloves- They watched the 
chickens packed into black bin 
liners, which were sealed and 
piled into trucks taking them to 
landfill sites for burial. 

The traders killing the live- 
stock did not look much happier 
than the chickens packed in 
cages, awaiting slaughter. Al- 
though they stand to gel some 
£2.30 compensation per bird, 
traders may also lose their busi- 
ness for the foreseeable future. 

At a poultry farm near the 
Chinese border where the bird 
flu, known as the H5N1 virus, 
was found to be present, white- 
coated agricultural and fishery 


department officials arrived 
grim- faced with large canis- 
ters of carbon monoxide to 
gas the livestock. 

With the birds dead, and the 
threat of prosecution for any- 
one found harbouring live poul- 
try. a massive clean-up and 
fumigation exercise is under 
way which should leave Hong 
Kong w ith the cleanest poultry 
farms and markets in the world. 
But the bulk of the poultry en- 
tering the territory comes from 
the Chinese mainland, and 
there the authorities insist there 
is no sign of the H5N1 virus. 

A Hong Kong health official 
said yesterday he had little 


doubt that the virus was present, 
alheit undetected, on the main- 
land. Siu Jun. a spokesman for 
China's Guangdong Quaran- 
tine Department, pledged full 
Chinese support in the fight 
against the potentially lethal flu. 

The fear in Hong Kong is 
that if swift action is not taken, 
the virus will mutate and spread 
more readily from humans to 
humans. Until a boy died as a 
result of contracting the virus 
last summer, it had been 
thought that H5N1 was confined 
to chickens. It has now claimed 
four human lives in Hong Kong 
out of thirteen confirmed and 
seven suspected cases. The virus 


itself is not lethal. Butifitisnot 
identified early enough it leads 
to complications which can 
cause death. 

There has been a surprising 
welcome in Hong Kong for the 
mass slaughter. But there is crit- 
icism of the way the government 
h handling potential victims. 

Vast queues have been form- 
ing outside government clinics 
because authorities have de- 
clined to give testing materials 
to private doctors who out- 
number those in public service. 
This is putting pressure on the 
public health sector and reduc- 
ing the monitoring needed to 
keep the disease under control. 


.■gessi 

and charismatic Nchnt-G^dta 

SgSt»«* Janata Partyjffl} 
^v»ell it, the lead An ^ P°M» 
Ite India Today weekly 

has backed a moderaiej^to, 

^sset to substantially increase itsstreogth 

m India on course for teseo- 

and elffia less than twoy^bg 
month by cutting off crucial support farthe 
minority United Front gove™^L . 
The Congress party suffered t ts wo rst 

electoral rout amid ■ 

tion in 1996, five years after Lbe assassi- 
nation of Rajiv Gandhi by a suicide 
bomber. __ New ^ 

Nuclear ‘guinea 
pigs’ call for inquiry 

Australian veterans who monitored British 
nuclear tests in the outback in the Fifties 
yesterday called on the Australian govern- 
ment to launch a study into birth defects and 

illnesses they say were caused ty radiation. 

The call followed the publication in Aus- 
tralia of a British study which found high 
rates of birth defects in the grandchildren 
of British veterans of nuclear tests in Aus- 
tralia and the South Pacific. 

Ric Johnstone, president of the Aus- 
tralian Nuclear Veterans Association, said 
many of the 12,000 to 15,000 Australian nu- 
clear veterans had died from cancer and 
had deformed children. Many were ordered 
to stand with their backs to the explosions 
or to enter test sites immediately after an 
explosion, wearing little if any protective 
rln thin g . he said, adding: “We were defi- 
nitely guinea pigs.” 

Defence ministry officials were un- 
available for comment 

— Reuters, Sydney 




Today we publish the updated results of 
The Independent Fantasy Football League. 
The player scores are for all League games 
played until Sunday December 28th. The 
league table includes all scores up to 
December 21th. The manager who is the 
overall winner will win a trip to the world 
cup finals in France next Summer. 


Every time one of your players score you get four points. There 
are four points fora keeper or a defender every time their team 
keeps a dean sheet If a player scores the winning goal, Le.: if 
there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, the player scor- 
ing the final goal fra- the winning team is awarded 1 bonus point 
awarded in addition to standard goal related points. Each suc- 
cessful Assist a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
a goal, will give a player 3 points. The opinion of our experts 
on the matter is finaL Each player selected and starting a game 
will be awarded one point 


If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 point, if a play- 
er is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, either 
scored or conceded, do not count. 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 point Ls awarded if they 
draw and no points are given if they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in Tiw Independent and repeated the following 
Sunday in the Independent on Sundry. 
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INDEPENDENT FANTASY FOOTBALL 


LEAGUE TABLE 

CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 6 AUGUST - 21 DECEMBER 

POS 

NAME 

TEAM POINTS 

l 

Mr B Sari 

The Untouchables 

683 

1 

Mr D Aston 

Billy Boys 2nd 11 

683 

3 

Mr D Baker 

Deja Vu 

681 

4 

Mr Archer 

No Wright 

679 

5 

Miss Lisa Wild 

Amarretto AFC 

674 

6 

Mr 1 Boyle 

Wembly Bounders 

673 

6 

Mr A WIngrove 

Tony's Brace 

673 

6 

Mr T Lyons 

Diana’s Demons 

673 

9 

Mr B Sari 

Simply the Best 

671 

9 

Mr C King 

Seeking Victory 

671 

9 

Mr P Tufler 

Pin Ups 4 

671 

9 

Mr D Evans 

Bo then End Old Boys 

671 

9 

Mr J Cox 

Southville FC 

671 

14 

Mr J McCrossam 

Washed Up Army 

668 

IS 

MrS Scott 

Unbeatable 

662 

16 

Mr D Aston 

Billy's Boys 3rd 11 

660 

17 

Mr D Edmington 

Edmo United 

658 

18 

Mr 1 Brawn 

The Hoofers 

657 

18 

Mr C Thomas 

Scunthorpe Extras 

657 

20 

Mr D Baker 

Dead Beat 

654 

20 

Mr S Scott 

The Dream Team 

654 

22 

Mr D Acfcrayd 

Jack’s Lads 

651 

23 

Mr G Ford 

Unthorpe Rovers 

65Q 

23 

Mr K Boyle 

Clogston Rovers 

650 

23 

Mr G Boil 

Stunning Stunts 

650 

23 

Mr Brady 

Look Lively 

650 

23 

Mr F Henderson 

Secondary Celtic 

6S0 

28 

Mr M Pawley 

Robert’s Raiders 

649 

29 

Mr M Ewins 

Mike* C Team 

647 

29 

Mr D Baker 

SPF Rules 

647 

31 

Mr M Wait! 

Team A4Q 

645 

32 

Mr J McCrossam 

Washed Up Army 

644 

32 

Mr G Bell 

The Hairy Monsters 

644 

34 

Mr M Ewins 

Started but will \ Finish 

643 

34 

Mr A Choudhi 

Nickles 9th II 

643 

34 

Mr M Ewins 

Mikes A Team 

643 

34 

Mr A Mitchell 

The Eye For It 

643 

34 

Mr A Cunningham 

The Zebra 

643 

34 

MrJ Cent 

Retro Rovers 

643 

40 

Mr D McCarrer 

McCarrer II 

642 

40 

Mr R Sheridon 

The Frank Large Fan Club 

42 

Mr M Rickard 

AJIer Lam berg 

641 

42 

Mr Mr T Russ 

Sam’s Soccer Scorchers 

641 

42 

Mr S Walker 

Daniel's United 

641 

42 

Mr T Brazier 

Wow for Short 

641 
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DEFENDERS 
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OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLATED FROM 8 AUGUST - 28 DECEMBER 
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It you would like lokntTTx more about Philips’ range of lighting products plea.se call 0181- WW, 1-466. Terms and condilions 
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Corruption is 
clear winner 
in Kenya poll 


Kenyans voted yesterday 
In a poll disfigured by 
blatant corruption. Ed 
O’LoughKn watched chaot- 
ic scenes of ballot rigging 
in the key town of Kitui. 


By 10am yesterday, the electoral 
commission offices in Kitui 
looked as if they had been ran- 
sacked by an angry mob. They 
bad. In the midst of the wreck- 
age stood the local candidate. 
Charity Ngflu, the first woman 
to challenge the incumbent pres- 
ident, Daniel arap Mot It was 
dear, she-sa/d, that the voting in ; 
her own constituent? was being 
flagrantly rigged m favour of Mr 
Moi 'and his ruling Kenyan 
African National Union (Kanu). 

“They have more ballot pa- 
pers here than there should be," 
she said, brandishing the’ evi- 
dence. “They have not delivered 
them to the polling stations. 
They have election cards here 
without stamps. They have 
everything they need here to 
make more votes for some- 
body". 

Minutes later, in an adjacent 
office, the constituency re- 
turning officer, Frederick Mute- 
gi, was struggling to persuade 
Mrs Ngilu and her angry sup- 
porters thal there was an in- 
nocent explanation for the 
hundreds of voter registration 
cars they had just found in the 
bottom of his desk drawer. • 

‘These cards belong to reg- 
istered voters who did not col- 
lect them, " be told anybody who 
would listen. “1 was keeping the 
cards for them but they did not 
come." 

This failed to assuage one of 


Mrs Ngiulu’s top election 
agents, who punched Mr Mute- 
gi in the face and had to be re- 
strained from jumping over the 
desk and throttling him. 

Seizing the moment. Mis 
Ngflu grabbed the ballot papers 
and voting cards and locked in 
the bool of her old Peugeot. A 
strange, low-speed chase then 
ensued, until Mrs Ngilu, trailed 
by her cheering supporters and 
foreign journalists, was cor- 
nered at a petrol station by a 
truckload of armed police. 

After a prolonged stand- 
off watched by Mrs Ngilu’s 
' supporters, the matter seemed 
resolved; the car would be dri- 
ven back, to the electoral com- 
mission and left there, with the 
boot still locked. 

With widespread allegations 
of ballot-stuffing, vote-buying, 
intimidation and imperson- 
ation, Kenyan elections are not 
for the faint-hearted. Riots and 
fights are commonplace be- 
tween youths loyal to rival can- 
didates. Last night, police 
reported two more election-re- 
lated killings in Nyanza 
province. Earlier this year, 
gangs of suspected Kanu sup- 
porters killed at least 50 peo- 
ple in the coastal region. 

The violence stems mostly | 
from ethnic divisions. Domi- 
nated at first by Jomo Keoyat- | 
ta's Kikuyu tribe and later by Mr 
Moi's Kalenjin tribe, Kanu has 
controlled Kenya since inde- 
pendence in 1963. 

Kenya’s electoral commis- 
sion. which the opposition ac- 
cuses of bias, says it expects the 
count to be finished by tomor- 
row. With his experience, and 
access to cash. President Moi 
remains the firm favourite. 
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Thousands 
flee Mexico 
terror gangs 


Convoys of heavily armed troops, church 
workers and volunteers are escorting thou- 
sands of frightened Tzotzil Indians from 
at least three villages where armed bands 
have ruled by threats and violence since 
March. The gangs, loyal to Mexico's rul- 
ing party, are blamed for the massacre of 
45 people a week ago in Chiapas stare, 
where guerrillas of the Zapatista Nation- 
al Liberation Army have waged a four-year- 
old insurgency aimed at securing rights for 
the region's poor Indians. 

The evacuees (pictured left) are being 
taken to Polbo, a village populated main- 
ly by Zapatista sympathisers. Red Cross 
workers said as many as 3.500 people may 
be making their way here. The gangs be- 
gan forming and arming themselves in 
March, and exploited local farmers in this 
lush coffee-growing area near the 
Guatemalan border. — AP, Polho 

Photograph: Douglas Engle 





12 parties quit Oklahoma 
talks after conspirator 
Kaunda arrest awaits his fate 




More than a dozen Zambian 
opposition parties pulled out of 
political reform talks yesterday 
to protest over the detention of 
former president Kenneth 
Kaunda! and ambassadors from 
aid-donor countries planned 
to meet to discuss the arrest. 

Mr Kaunda, 73, who leads 

the ’ largest opposition coali- 
tion was arrested last week on 
suspicion ihat he was involved 
in a failed coup attempt in Oc- 
tober . Dontir countries were 
planning to meet to discuss the 

imp^tk^ofMr Kauoda's de- 
tention for Western aid, the 
Norwegian amb assador said. 

The Organisation for 
African Unity,' 'Britain, South 
Africa, the United States and 
Libya have called for Mr Kaun- 
da's immediate trial or release. 

No charges have been filed 
against ’Mr Kaunda. who was 
scheduled to appear iu the 
Lusaka High Court yesterday. 
He fias refused water and food 
sneehsarnsst, according to his 
^^^suppoiters, who have 
y*&jjd him at Mukobeko max- 
Jm ^seoiritypris6n in Kabwe, 
SO^eSj Dorth of Lusaka. 

■; — A P. Lusaka 




The second stage of court pro- 
ceedings against Tfeny Nichols 
- the sentencing hearing - 
opened in Denver yesterday, 
with jurors facing the conse- 
quences of the divided verdict 
they delivered last week. They 
had found Nichols, 42, guilty of 
conspiring to bomb the LIS 
federal building in Oklahoma 
City in April 1995, but not 
guiity of murder. The bombing 
killed I6S people. 

Nichols was accused of plot- 
ting the crime with Timothy 
McVeigh, 29, who was sen- 
tenced to death last June. Al- 
though Nichols could also 
receive the death penalty on the 
conspiracy conviction alone, le- 
gal experts believe his convic- 
tion on the lesser charges makes 
it highly unlikely 

They sav the jury’s verdict 
showed their intention to dis- 
tinguish between McVeigh’s 
primary responsibility for the 
bombine, and that of Nichols, ac- 
cused of supplying the explo- 
sives, but who was several 
hundred miles bom Oklahoma 
City at the time of the bombing. 

3 — Mary Dejevsty, 

Washington 


THE NEW CLIO BIARRITZ. 

AT JUST £7895, IT WON'T DENY YOU THE ODD TREAT. 


All you lovers of che good life, feast your eyes on 
the new- Renault Clio Biarritz. A special edition Clio 
that makes driving a pleasure — at a price that will 
keep plenty of other pleasures within reach too. 

From its tili-and-slide sunroof to its 5-speed 
gearbox, everything about the new Biarrirz spells 
enjoyment. A Philips stereo radio /cassette will set 
your ears a-giowing, while rhe body 
coloured bumpers and tinted glass 


will have jaws dropping wherever you go. 

Mind you, the Biarritz is not only fun — it’s 
sensible too. Sensible enough to feature remote 
control central locking, side impact protection bars, 
front seat belt prerensioners and the option of both 
driver’s and passenger’s airbags, in fact. There’s even 
a compucer padlock engine immobiliser to ensure no 
uninvited guest spoils che party. 

Bur at fust £7895* on the road for the 3-door version, 


perhaps the mosr enjoyable thing of all about the 
Renault Qio Biarritz is how lirde it costs. Especially 
with one year’s free insurance* included, plus the option 
of 0% finance. In fact, with Renault Freeways* available 
too, buying a new Renault has never been so easy. 

For more information and 
derails of your nearest Renault y 

Dealer, just call 0800 52 51 50. 

You’re in for a treat. 


WITH 096 FINANCE AND ONE YEAR'S FREE INSURANCE 

jfaggqftMnjM mm yatatft na aqnM Bu rn t toe panted «i ggamd fr ME W m WBL Itethusd 17-K g»l h ftaa nirt IR irfeh Wartten 2EHWHIKj57i§ 






We wouldn’t dream 
of comparing 

the £13,999 Hyundai Coupe 
to a £143,685 Ferrari. 


We left that to a 
well known journalist 



Hyundai Ca, (UK) Ltd. St John's Race. Easton St. High Wycombe. Bucks. HPn 1NL Telephone 01494 428600. Model featured; Coupe 1.6 li" 


P"ceCl3.g99 orllheroad Qn 


the raad pnco includes delivery. 


number plates and 12 months’ 





c __- r i *»*in on the road price 

«a&fund <teencei- Price correct at time of going to press. 


(News of the World). 

quoted Mn Whet Cur?. January 1898. Ouore reproducer, o, — p-»- 


www.hyundai-car.co.uk 
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Runaway refuge says under- 13 s seeking help have 



Nowhere to go: Some children would rather sleep rough than live at home 



The number of children 
under 13 seeking help 
from a runaways’ refuge 
has doubled in the last 
year, the Children’s 
Society reports today. 
Yet there are only four 
safe houses for them in 
Britain. Glenda Cooper, 
Social Affairs 
Correspondent, looks at 
the problem of child 
runaways. 


More children run away during 
January than any other month 
- and they are getting younger, 
according to new figures re- 
leased by the Children’s Society. 

Oil Is and referrals from chil- 
dren aged 13 and under doubled 
during 1997. and the average 
age of the young people helped 
has fallen from 14 to 13 in re- 
Photograph: Glynn Griffiths cent years. Between October 
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1996 and October 1997 five ■ chjj- 
dren as young as 10 «edth 
Leeds Safe House - only one oi 
four such refuges in Britain. 

In January 1996. the number 

of children using the safe house 
rose bv more than one-LhuU 
The society thinks that this is be- 
cause Christmas and the new 
vear can be a stressful time for 
families. More than three-quar- 
ters of young people who con- 
tacted the safe house had run 
au-av or been thrown out by 
their families: 11 per cent had 
run away from residential care, 
and 5 per cent from foster care. 

“'Whatever the reason a child 
has for running away they clear- 
ly feel that the situation they are 
running from has reached a 
crisis.” said Ian Sparks, chief ex- 
ecutive of the Children s Soci- 
ety. “. . . Children who have run 
away tefl us consistently that they 
have not been listened to by the 
adults in their life. Unless we lis- 
ten. problems that may seem 
unimportant to us can escalate 
to a point where a young per- 
son feels that running away is 
[ their only option." 

More than six out of ten chil- 
dren called as a result of abuse 
or threats of violence including 
sexual abuse and almost 40 per 
cent called the Safe House be- 
cause of problems over physical 
violence. For those in care, vi- 
olence from other children was 
the most common concern. 

The charity called for the 
Government to provide funding 
for a network of street and 
refuge projects for child run- 
aways, as railed for in the Ut- 


ting report The charily asked 
for an urgent meeting: with 
ministers last August .but says' 
their request has been refused,. 

“It is estimated that 434)00 
children run away every year, 
many repeatedly,” said . Mr 
Sparks. “It is a national disgrace 
that successive governments 
have left it to charities as 
the Children's Society to Sqr to 
help these most vulnerable chil- 
dren. We still have only fyur 
refuges in Britain ... all relying 
almost entirely on thegenerosr 
jtvof the public for hinds ... We- 
want to see the Labour gov-, 
emmenl make it an urgent new 
year’s resolution to develop a 
strategy to tackled the increas- 
ing problem of child runaways.” 
# A study of more than 2.000 . 
calls about child abuse and ne- 
glect taken by the National So- 
ciety for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Children Child Pro- 
tection Helpline over four 
months found that in 23 per cent 
of cases of neglect parental mis- 
use of alcohol was mentioned as 
a factor. It was also reported in 
13 per cent of calls about emo- 
tional abuse. 10 per cent of calls 
about physical abuse and 5 per 
cent of calls about sexual abuse. - 
The NSPCC believes the figures 
may underestimate the problem 
with alcoholism often kept secret. 

Most commonly, the moth- 
erwas reported as neglecting her 
child because she was drinking 
too heavily. Fathers who misused 
alcohol were more likely to be 
reported for physical abuse. 

The NSPCC Child Protection 
Helpline is f)800 500 500 


Pagers to tackle 
school truants 
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Ministers yesterday backed 
new ways to tackle truancy in- 
cluding a scheme which will 
use electronic pagers to tell 
parents that their children are 
not in school. 

Stephen Byers, the school 
standards minister, an- 
nounced that the Govern- 
ment was spending £22m on 
119 locally devised pro- 
grammes to improve atten- 
dance and behaviour and to 
reduce the number of per- 
manent exclusions. 

He said: “Truancy has 
wide ramifications for the 
whole community. We want 
to see an end to children 
hanging around street cor- 
ners and possibly getting in- 
volved in petty crime or 
coming to harm themselves." 

One scheme, being tried 
out in Durham, will issue 
pagers to the parents of 
pupils who show signs of be- 
coming persistent truants. If 
children fail to register or 
miss a class, teachers will send 
a message to a parent re- 
questing a call to the school. 

In Wolverhampton, par- 
ents will be given assertive 
discipline training to help 
them insist that their children 
attend school. Other pupils 
will also be used to persuade 


their classmates not to play 
truant. Devon plans to ap- 
point “return to school" tu- 
tors to work with children 
who are reluctant to go to 
school Walsall will operate a 
system of pupil passes. 
Bristol will aim to cut the 
number of exclusions by- 
introducing a mentoring 
scheme for black pupils. 

More than 1 million pup- 
ils are estimated to have 
missed at least one half-day 
session without permission 
from schools. In 1995-96 
there were 12500 perma- 
nent exclusions from school, 
an i ncrease of 13 per cent on 
the previous year. 

Mr Byers, a member of 
the new Social Exclusion 
Unit, said: “We want to stress 
the importance of early 
action to stop children from 
skipping school or misbe- 
having in class. 

“These projects will be in- 
valuable in providing the 
Prime Minister’s new Social 
Exclusion Unit with examples 
of how new approaches can 
address the growing problem 
of permanent exclusion and 
truancy, the scale of which is 
disturbing.” 

— Judith Judd, 
Education Editor 
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Alcoholic? 



DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


The National Temperance 
Society claims more people 
than ever are shunning 
alcohol. Should you join 
them? Dr Phil helps you 
decide. 

Why should I take drink- 
ing advice from a doctor? 
Good point. An alcoholic, or 
so the adage goes, is some- 
one who drinks more than his 
doctor. But if you don't mind 
the hypocri^r. your GP may 
at least have some insight in 
it, which is more than you can 
say for most illnesses. 

Do alcoholic doctors differ 
from other heavy drinkers? 
Wc tend to hide it better. If 
medical training teaches you 
anything, it's how to 3ppear 
competent with a distillery 
coursing through your veins. 
All you need is a stout nurse 
to lean against and a packet 
of extra-strong mints. The 
minis, of course, don't mask 
the smell, any more than talc 
covers unwashed genitals, 
but doctors, like all profes- 
sionals, can rely on their 
status to conceal drink prob- 
lems. Most hospitals have 
one surgeon who's a bit 
shaky first thing without a 
couple of sharpeners to 
warm him up. 

How does alcohol work? 
The precise reason why two 
atoms of carbon, six hydro- 
gens and an oxygen should 
combine to make you mi- 
crowave the cat is not fully 
understood. Alcohol is ab- 
sorbed into your blood- 
stream from the stomach 
and small intestine. This ab- 
sorption is speeded up if 
you drink on an empty stom- 
ach, and if the alcoholic con- 
tent of the drink is between 
20 and 30 per cent. Thus a 
surfeit of preprandiai sherry 
can wipe you out before the 
hors-d’oeuvre. 

Alcohol is highly water 
soluble, and since 70 per 
cent of the body is water it 
gets pretty much everywhere. 
This explains the depressing 
list of side-effects, eg anxiety, 
depression, insomnia, de- 
mentia, gastritis, oesophagi- 
tis, cirrhosis, blackouts, tits, 
burning legs, chest pains, 
bronchitis, pneumonia, back- 
ache, rheumatism, gout, 
obesity, infertility and acae. 

The only place alcohol 
doesn't go is fat. Since 


women have more of it than 
men and a smaller Quid vol- 
ume, alcohol lends to con- 
centrate more in their blood. 
When it reaches the brain, al- 
cohol alters cell membranes 
and neuro-transmitter func- 
tion. If this disruption reach- 
es a critical level, you start 
singing “Ee-oh Tinky Winfcy** 
with pants at your ankles. 

Although your liver works 
very hard to stop you mak- 
ing a prat of yourself, the en- 
zymes that metabolise 
alcohol quickly gel saturat- 
ed, so you can't get rid of the 
stuff any faster no matter 
how much coffee you drink 
and hearty breakfasts you 
eaL Hence you can still be 
over the limit on the morn- 
ing red-eye into work. 

Is alcohol a euphoriant or 
a depressant? 
it can be either, depending 
on how much you drink and 
your mood when you start- 
ed. Euphoria can start at a 
blood alcohol level of 30m gj 
100 ml and leads to the sort 
of disinhibition that can have 
such disastrous effects when 
it extends to the operation of 
heavy machinery. In a simu- 
lated driving test, bus drivers 
with alcohol levels of 50mg/ 
100 ml (still below the legal 
limit) thought they could 
drive through obstacles that 
were too narrow. Such 
calamities arc followed by a 
profound sense of melan- 
choly and a wish to run away 
and hide. At 160-200 mg/ml, 
most of us slur our speech, 
fall over and pass out. At 
400mg/nzl, we usually die. 

Am 1 an alcoholic? 

Aside from using your GP as 
a bench-mark, the best per- 
son to ask is the one closest 
to you. Dependence on al- 
cohol can be psychological, 
when the habit becomes so 
deeply ingrained that the 
mere thought of stopping in- 
duces outright panic, or 
physical, when abstinence 
results in morning shakes, 
nausea and dry heaves. But 
the crucial question with al- 
cohol is whether you can con- 
trol the beast CaD you have 
a week off without crawling 
up the wall? If not gel help. 

How much is safe? 

The recently up-voted safe 
limit guidelines (21 units 
spread over the week for 
women, 28 for men) seem 
generous until you realise 
that a unit is only a half of 
ordinary-strength ale. a glass 
of wine, half a glass of forti- 
fied wine or a tot of spirits. 
So Miss Sensible should lim- 
it herself to a small sherry 
every eight hours. Party on. 

Now the good news please 
A couple of drinks a day cuts 
your risk of premature heart 
disease by up to 20 per cent. 
Alas, you can gel the same 
result with unfortified grape 
juice. Happy New Year. 
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No more bingeing, no more dieting 
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MICROWAVE HOT WATER BOTTLE 

Just £14.95 inc p&p 

Warn y ousel f up this winter and ease away aches and 
pains with this practical Microwave Hoi Water Bottle. 

Unlike traditional hot water bottles, the Microwave 
Bottle avoids the dangers of dealing with boiling water. 

Simply put it in the microwave for just a few minutes 
and the non toxic gel will heat io a temperature that will 
stay warm for hours. The specially insulated design 
helps keep an eveD temperature and the soft gel slays 
warmer than traditional hoi water bottles, for longer. It 
gives soothing relief from aches and pains such as back- 
ache, sprains, and lumbago - as well as keeping you 
cosy and warm on cold nights. 

The bottle canaisobe kept in the freezer and used as a 
cold pack for pain' relief for headaches, minor bums etc. 

Ideal for the whole family, the miracle 
Microwave Hot Water Bottle is available for 
just£r4J«. 

BO WTO ORDER 
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Losing weight is just 
a matter of curing a 
food addiction? Sounds 
unlikely, but if it works... 
Millie Jenkins signed up for 
'Eating Less'. 


When Time Out asked readers 
what they really wanted, in a 
Christmas survey, a third of the 
women who replied said “to be 
thinner". 

But if there is one thingyou 
are guaranteed not to get at this 
time of year, it's a washboard 
stomach. 1 am sure all those 
wishful thinking women in the 
Time Out survey know that. 
They probably uisu know that 
95 per cent of people who lose 
weight on diets later put it all, 
and often more, back on again. 
However, that still won'i stop 
them making (he same old 
resolutions in the vain hope that 
things can only get flatter and 
firmer in the New Year. 

Bat what if the meny-go- 
round of seasonal bingeing and 
dieting could be avoided? 
Gillian Riley, an addiction 
counsellor based in North Lon- 
don. runs a course called Eat- 
ing Less. She is best known for 
her book on smoking. How To 
Stop Smoking and Stay Stopped 
For Good , which has sold 
40.000 copies. 1 went to see her 
three months ago about smok- 
ing aDd haven’t had a cigarette 
since. 

So I signed up for Ealing 
Less, hoping that she could 
work the same magic on my 
thighs that she has done on my 
lungs. 


"Ealing Less" sounded like 
a sensible, but until now im- 
possible. goal. Recently, when 
cooking an elaborately law- 
ful. low-glycaemie. combined 
(no protein and carbohydrate 
together) meal, my boyfriend 
asked. “Why don't you eat nor- 
mal food, but just eat less of it?" 

What a stupid question. I 
thought. Eating less of a nor- 
mal meal is a lot harder than 
eating a loi of some weird con- 
coction that doesn’t qualify as 
real food. 

The course. Gillian Riley 
stresses, is not for people with 
severe eating disorders. It is for 
people who have simply had 
enough of “yo-yoing" in and 
out. locked into a vicious circle 
of stuffing and dieting. Often 
they are just bored to death with 
worrying about food the whole 
time. “They may he overweight, 
or not." says Riley. “What they 
have in common is an addictive 
relationship with food - that's 
too much about pleasure and 
not enough about health and 
nutrition.'' Her definition of an 
addictive eater includes a slim 
person who eats only a Mars bar 
ora bag of crisps lor lunch. “It's 
about how to eat less without 
feeling you’re losing out on 
something.'' she says. 

The course was to run for 
five weeks, with each session 
lasting two-and-a-half hours. 
And that was just the beginning 
of the process. Everyone on it 
is female, and we range from 
skinny to large, f suspcci we all 
have the same question on our 
lips: “Exactly how long will 
gelling thin take, please?" 

A long lime, says Riley: 


VITAL SIGNS 


A dinner including almonds 

and turnips and a strategic ap- 
plication of ambergris may be 
all that is necessary to spice up 
your love life. A guide t«* aphro- 
disiacs included in the new edi- 
tion of Regaining Potency: the 
answer to malcintputaue by the 
Independent's former medical 
editor, Oliver Gillie, says exper- 
iments on mix at King Snud 
University suggest that these are 
among the most promising pre- 
parations for stimulating the 
sexual appetite. And it saves on 
champagne and candles. Avail- 
able from Self-help Direel, PO 
Box 9035. London NI2 SED. 
£10.95 (inc pdtpj. 

Drivers who suffer from dia- 
betes may pose as big a risk to 
other motorists as those who 
drink, according to a study. 

Low blood-sugar levels im- 
pair performance. People with 
insulin dependent diabetes may 
not realise that their driving abil- 
ity is affected, researchers say. 

A study of 2.1 KXi accidents 
caused by drivers w ho a 'llapsed 
at the wheel found 3411 were the 

re-suh uf diahciic patients be- 
coming hvpoglycyemic - suf- 
tering from li*w blood sugar. Up 
to one-third of insulin-treated 
drivers have reported suffering 
from hvpoglyeaemia- 


-U’s no quick-fix solution. 
There will be no sudden shed- 
ding of pounds.” 

This process is about chang- 
ing the way you think about 
food. 

“People often blame over- 
eating on hormones, genes and 
metabolism, and although bio- 
chemical factors are involved, 
the driving force is addiction in 
the mind." she says. The course, 
and the book she is currently 
writing, are based on a cogni- 
tive therapy technique. The 
aim is to look at thoughts and 
beliefs about food, unravel the 
mind's addictive impulses, and 
retrain it to have a more 
healthy, balanced relationship 
with food. 

This she believes, is very dif- 
ficult if losing weight is your 
only goal. 

. “When your eating choices 
are related to how you look, it 
clouds the real issues." 

She advises throwing out the 
scales and finding other, more 
valid reasons for eating less - 
such as reducing the risk of 
heart disease and cancer, living 
longer, having more energy 
and leeling more in control. 
“The irony of making health 
your priority'." she points out. 
“is that the healthy body is a 
leaner body." 

But, she adds: “It’s a myth 
that if you eat masses of pasta, 
rice and wholegrains, you're 
OK. Eating too much of any- 
thing is bad for you. Even be- 
ing even half a stone overweight 
increases the risk of degener- 
ative diseases." 

It is also important to realise 
that diets cannot work, for 


Dr Duvid Kerr, consultant 
physician, and Joan EverctL a 
specialist nurse, say in the Jour- 
nal of Diubttes Nursing that 
there is an urgent need for 
Britain's 37i »,W IU insulin-treated 
diabetics to be made more 
aware of the risks, so that they 
eat regularly and keep a supply 
of glucose in their ears. 

Scientists have added a fur- 
ther piece to the jigsaw that may 
one day yield the genetic basis 
of Alzheimer's disease. Re- 
searchers from Washington 
University School of Medicine 
in Si Louis, US. and the Uni- 
versity of Madrid in Spain, 
compared two groups of indi- 
viduals with and without 
Alzheimer's disease. They 
found three variations in a par- 
ticular region of the Apo E 
gene. One of these caused un- 
usually high levels of Apo E. 
People who had this variation 
were about three times more 
likely to have Alzheimer's than 
those who did not. 

The chief researcher. Dr 
Alison Goate, said. “We believe 
ilia! higher levels of Apo E ex- 
pression are contributing to 
an increase in the risk of 
Alzheimer's disease." 

Jeremy Laurence 














basic psychological reasons: 
“On any diet, you are always in 
a state of either compliance or 
rebellion- The more you com- 
ply. by sticking to the diet, the 
more it sets you up to rebel." 
So the more you tell yourself 
you “can’t" or “aren’t allowed 
to" eat something, the more 
likely you arc to feel desperately 
deprived, and end up eating it. 
“After years of dieting, you 
tend to have deep problems 
with deprivation.” she says. 

The result is that most of us 
have an “addictive desire" that 
has been reinforced countless 
times. 

“Addiction is difficult to talk 
about," says Riley. “It sounds 
so judgemental And with food, 
people assume you mean severe 
disorders, i think addiction is 
a matter of degree." 

But what is an “addictive 
desire", as opposed to valid 
hunger? “Addictive eating,” 
she says, “is eating anything oth- 
er than what is needed to stay 
in good health." 

This makes my heart sink. 
Surely all we “need" is a hand- 
ful of nuts and berries? If so. 
I'd rather die young and plump 


than old and thin. Whatever 
happened to pleasure? 

“It's fine to get pleasure out 
of eating,” she assures me, 
“but eating also needs to be 
about supporting your body's 
health." This is about making 
gradual sensible changes. 

The key is to slop feeling de- 
prived: to have a “free" attitude 
towards food, with no rules and 
regulations. This is a psycho- 
logical trick which I found 
worked for smoking. The more 
you tell yourself you really can 
smoke if you want to, instead 
of saying you absolutely can’t, 
the less desperate you fed. 

Most of us on the course 
found this idea of “freedom" 
hard to get our heads round. 
After all, if you really can eat 
anything you want, you will, 
won't you? 

The fundy thing is, you 
don't I thought life would be- 
come one long trolley dash. It 
hasn't. 

Riley offers a technique to 
use at every meal, which helps 
you to stop and think about the 
urge to overeat She encourages 
you to look at all the excuses 
you give yourself. Her theory is 


not about being perfect so it's 
not like a diet where you fail 
off and that's that A few weeks 
on, 1 don’t know whether 1 
weigh less (1 threw my scales 
out) and I don’t feel any thin- 
ner. But I am eating healthier 
food and less of it. What 1 like 
most is the idea of never going 
on a diet again. 

The difficult thing about 
her technique is that it's subtle, 
psychological stuff. It takes a lot 
of thinking. But thinking is the 
key. Riley says it is amazing how 
little research has been done 
into the psychological side of 
addictive eating. 

“Any research tends to be 
ftmded by pharmaceutical com- 
panies who stand to make prof- 
its on the sales of products,” she 
points out. “It’s as if the mind 
doesn't exist - or if it does, it’s 
of no consequence." 

There may be less money to 
be made using the power of 
thought, she says, but it is a lot 
more effective than any pills, 
quick-fix diet books or plastic 
surgery. 

Gillian Riley, PO Box 2484. 
London N6 5UX 


Notice to customers 
of Halifax International 
(Jersey) Limited. 

Halifax International (Jersey) Limited announces revised interest 
rates from 1st January 1998. 


BALANCE 

ANNUAL INTEREST 
GROSS RA. 

% 

MONTHLY INTEREST 

GROSS PA 

% 

HALIFAX PREMIUM INTERNATIONAL 

£100,000+ 

7.70% 

7.44% 

£50,000+ 

7.65% 

7.39% 

£25,000+ 

7.40% 

7.16% 

HALIFAX DEPOSIT INTERNATIONAL 

£100,000+ 

7.35% 

7.11% 

£50,000+ 

7.15% 

6.93% 

£25,000+ 

7.00% 

6.78% 

£10,000+ 

6.55% 

6.36% 

£5,000+ 

5.75% 

5.60% 

if you have less than £25,000 in your Halifax Premium International account it will earn 
interest at the equivalent Halifax Deposit International rata If you have less than £5,000 in 
your Halifax Premium International account or Halifax Deposit International account we will 
only pay you interest of 4.00% gross p.a. If you have less than £500 in your Halifax Premium 
International account or Halifax Deposit International account we will only pay you interest 
of 100% gross p.a. "Gross’’ means we will not take any tax off the interest we pay. 


Further details can be obtained by calling Halifax International (Jersey) 
Limited on 01534 59840 (from within the UK) or 44 1534 59840 
(from outside the UK). 


HALIFAX 


30TO December 1997 


WDffiX WTEHWJOMIL (JERSEW UM/TEP PO 80* 6&t. HWUfiW HOUSE, 51*33 NEW STREET. ST 4EDE^ JERSEY CKVWEL (SANDS JSfl OW 




#SV" 


La** -fit j 


:-S 





THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY JO DECEMBER 1997 

16 




16/OBITUARIES 




Giorgio Strehler 


Giorgio Strehler, theatre 
director: bom Barcola, 
Trieste 14 August 1921; died 
Lugano, Switzerland 
25 December 1997. 


Little it was indeed, the Picco- 
lo Teatro in the Via Rovello in 
MQan. It had only 500 seats and 
a stage of very modest dimen- 
sions. The great theatre direc- 
tor Giorgio Strehler had 
founded it in 1947, with the help 
of the publisher Paolo Grassi, 
transforming an old fleapit of a 
cinema, where Lhe fascist mili- 
tary police had tortured their 
vic tims during the war, into 
the leading theatre of Europe, 
and indeed of the world. 

How on earth did Strehler 
do it? The secret is that he was 
a European through and 
through. He was one of those 
lucky mortals Lo be bom into a 
multilingual family: his father 
was Austrian, bis mother Ital- 
ian, his grandparents Slav, Vi- 


ennese and French. They con- 
versed in four languages. 

Moreover, he was a child of 
Trieste, and the Tricstine dialect, 
beloved of the novelist Italo 
Svevo and the poet/bookseller 
Umberto Saba, was his fifth lan- 
guage. "Dialect is fundamental," 
he was to declare, “in Lhe Eu- 
rope of today. European Union 
does not mean the extermina- 
tion but the exaltation of par- 
ticularities, in language and in 
custom as well as in cheese and 
wine. Standardisation by the 
gentlemen of Strasbourg will be 
the death of life." He always ex- 
pressed his ideas with typical Tri- 
estine dr ama tic volubility. 

Giorgio Strehler studied 
dramatic art at the Accademia 
dei Fflodrammatid in Milan and 
the Geneva Conservatory. He 
graduated in 1940. and at once 
started an acting and directing 
career in various travelling com- 
panies like the Gruppo Pal- 
coscenico with which he 
produced works by Pirandello. 


Denver Pyle 


Denver Pyle, actor, director 
and writer: born Bethune, 
Colorado. II May 1920; 
married (two sons); died 
Burbank, California 25 
December 1997. 


One of American's most prolific 
screen actors, Denver Pyle 
spent a lifetime - almost 50 
years - acting in Westerns, his 
sharp features augmented in lat- 
er years by a bushy beard. 

He had already appeared on 
international television in The 

Life and Legend of IVvait Earp 

( 1956-59), and in most of his 100 
films, by the time he played the 
vengeful sheriff in the 1967 
blockbuster Bonnie and Clyde 
( 1 967). The part of Buck Wfebb 
in The Doris Day Show (1968- 
70) then signalled his transition 
from acting lean and mean 
characters to more benevolent 
men in tune with their envi- 
ronment, most successfully in 
The Life and Times of Grizzly 
Adams ( 1977-78) on television, 
but he was also on the small 
screen in the long-running role 
of Uncle Jesse in The Dukes of 
Hazzard ( I979-S5). 

Born in 1920 in Bethune, a 
Colorado ranching town of just 
40 people. Pyle was named 
Denver after the capital of that 
slate. He attended Colorado 
State University, then orked 
in the oD fields of Texas and Ok- 
lahoma before moving lo Los 
Angeles and becoming a page 
at the American television net- 



Pyle: a lifetime of Westerns 

work NBC. After joining the US 
Navy during the Second World 
War. he was wounded in action 
off Guadalcanal and discharged 
in 1942. 

Eventually deciding on act- 
ing as a career. Pyle made his 
feature-film debut in Devil Ship 
( 1947) and quickly established 
himself as one of Hollywood's 
great character players. West- 
erns became his stock-in-trade 
and he often appeared in four 
different pictures a year, most 
of them long-forgotten, with ti- 
tles such as Tito Old Frontier 
( 1950). Rough Riders of Duran- 
go (1951). Goldtown Ghost Rid- 
ers ( 1955) and I Killed Wild Bill 
Hickuk (1956). 

But they led him la act on 
television in Roy Rogers (195 1- 
64) and as Ben Thompson 
alongside Hugh O'Brian in the 
first series of The Life and 
legend of IVyatl Earp ( 1955-56), 
lhe small screen's first "adult" 
Western, based on the life of a 
US marshal in the Old West. 
Pyle also took eight different 
roles in episodes of Gunsmokc 
(1956-64) and acted Sergeant 
Murchison in Code Three 
( 1957) and Grandpa Tarlelon in 
Tammy { 1965-66). 

In between, he continued in 
films, the best-known being the 
over-long and historically inac- 
curate Die Alamo ( I960), star- 


A committed socialist, he was 
active in the Italian Resistance 
before going into exile in 
Switzerland. 

From as early as 1942 he had 
begun publishing polemical 
writings that had made him a 
target for Mussolini’s secret 
police. He wrote about “the re- 
sponsibilities of the stage di- 
rector" and the dramatic 
sterility of state-run theatre. 

In Geneva, he produced his 
own company. La Compagnie 
des Masques, in Eliots Murder 
in the Cathedral (1944). In his 
book “A Theatre for Life" (Per 
un teatro umano. 1947) be calls 
this his “first real stage pro- 
duction". He followed it in 
1945 with Camus' Caligula. 

Back in Milan in 1947 he 
founded the Piccolo Teatro, 
the first teatro stabile a gestione 
pubblica in Italy. From that 
date until 1955, Strehler grad- 
ually gave up acting and devoted 
himself to direction, putting 
on as many as ten productions 


a year, with a revolutionary 
eclectic repertoire and reiving 
on a team of actor*- without 
“stars" devoted to perlomnng 
in a fresh contemporary style. 

Strehler had already had a 
first success in Milan in 1*45. 
when for the Benassi company 
he directed Eugene O’Neill's 
Mourning Becomes bleetnt. At 
the Piccolo Teatro too he wav 
lo impose upon a new public a 
string of successes including 
Gorky's Ijmvr Depths . which 
Bertold Brecht later invited 
him to perform in Berlin: in lhe 
first season they performed the 
first of the plays by Goldoni. 
Harlequin Servant of Two Mas- 
ters, which in iLs vix versions 
dominated the repertoire l« >r 40 
years, and is aeknowTedged to 
be the most representative of all 
Strehler’s works. 

In 1955. the Piccolo Teatro 
began tending towards more 
realistic and epic works, and 
Strehler spent longer medi- 
tating on the nature *»1 his pro- 


ductions. They again included 
his favourite. Goldoni’s llllcg- 
giutura (which 1 saw him stage 
at the C'onicdie Francaise in the 
l‘»7K-7'» season) and Brecht’s 
The fhrccfvnny Oftent. He also 
directed !hsen’s.-l Doll's House, 
Chekhov's The Seagull and 
Shakespeare's Julius Caesar. 
During his first 20 years in Mi- 
lan. Strehler directed 1 15 pro- 
ductions. One of his greatest 
successes was another Brecht 
epic. 1 he Life of ( iulileo, in I %3- 
Nineieen-sixty-cight was the 
year of European student agi- 
tation. Leaving Grassi to direct 
the Piccolo Teatro. Strehler 
mounted a theatre co-operative, 
the Gruppo Teatro e Arione. 
When criticised for giving way 
to student pressure. Strehler 
replied: "That was not the rea- 
son. I had long become aware 

« if ihe contradictions that existed 
between the idea of a popular 
theatre I had defended since 
PM? and a society that had 
eradualK iranslnmied itself be- 


yond recognition." His public 

was no longer one anaes- 
thetised by a quarter of a cen- 
turv of Italian censorship. This 
interval was to be a turning- 
point in the maestro's career. 

On returning to the Piccolo 

Teatro in 1975, Strehler staged 
King Lear , and reprised fus 
Goldoni. He mounted one of his 

most beautiful operatic specta- 
cles. The Marriage of Figaro, at 
the Paris Opera, to which he was 
subsequently invited frequent- 
ly by the French government. 
Almost every year he brought 
a production to the Festival 
d'automne at the Od£on in 
Paris: Goldini's tl Campiello 
(given again in 1993 at the 
Odeon. 2U years after its First 
creation) and his miraculously 
poised Cherry Orchard by 
Chekhov. 

The Piccolo Teatro had now- 
renounced its civic vocation as 
“a theatre for the workers at the 
lowest possible prices" and pro- 
claimed itself an "art theatre". 


Shakespeare shared thare^r 
tory with lhe two no* Brechc 
productions. The T hreepenm 
Opera and The Good Woman f 
Sechuan (t9Sl) white Strehter 
produced Verdi sS won^ ; 

canegm. Macbeth and RhaffM 

tola. In 1983. he done Kd 

the Theatre de l'Europe at the 
Odeon. with Corneille’s IBusmn 
comique. and the then Mincer 
of Culture, an inspired Jack 
Lang, appointed him as per- 
manent director. 

But in Milan the by now leg- 
endary maestro had to face se- 
rious charges for possession of 
cocaine and for alleged misap- 
propriation of European funds, 
charges he strongly denied. 
Moreover, he was weary ot 
waiting for his new theatre to 
be completed, one with Ww 
seats, and in disgust with Italy 
Strehler went again into exile in 
Switzerland. 

His friend Jack Lang came 
to his aid by accepting in 1997 
the direction of the Piccolo 



Strehler: a European 
through and through 

Teatro, and succeeded in bring- 
ing Strehler back to stage Cos i 
fan tutte and to work on his next 
ereat project, dear to his heart, 
the Memoirs of Goldoni in 
199S. But it was not to be. Gior- 
oio Strehler’s Goldoni will 
Jrace, in 1998, the stage of Lhe 
Paris Odeon. whose flags flew 
at half mast on the news of the 

maestTo's death. ' • 

-JamesKirkup 


ring John Wayne as Colonel 
David Crockett, and two pic- 
tures directed by John Ford: 77ie 
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance 
( 1962), starring James Stewart, 
and the epic Cheyenne Autumn 
( 1964), featuring Richard Wid- 
mark and Karl Malden in the 
real-life tale of a half-starved 
tribe of Cheyenne Indians leav- 
ing their Oklahoma reservation 
to return to their borne ground 
in Wyoming, with the cavalry 
trying to hamper their trek. 
Pyle's best film role was as the 
sheriff in the gangster classic 

Bonnie and Clyde. 

A watershed in his career 
came when he landed the part 
of Buck Webb in The Doris Day 
Show , originally set on a ranch. 
When, after two series, the ac- 
tion moved to San Francisco, 
Pyle’s character was written 
out. but he continued to direct 
some episodes untO 1973. He 
aiso played Uncle Duncan in 
Here Come the Brides (1968-70). 

Following his starring role in 
the film Guardian of the Wilder- 
ness (1976), as a 19th-century 
conservationist moving to (he 
Yosemite Valley and waging a 
single-handed battle against the 
lumberjacks that took him all the 
way to President Lincoln's White 
House, Pyle appropriately took 
the part of Mad Jack in the gen- 
tle television series The Life 
and Times of Grizzly Adams. He 
had not appeared in the origi- 
nal 1974 film but became a reg- 
ular character, also narrating the 
programme about James Adams 
(Dan Haggerty), who left his 
home and family for the Amer- 
ican wilderness after being ac- 
cused of a crime he did not 
commit. In the mountains, 
Adams befriended a grizzly bear, 
found a friend in the old irader 
Mad Jack and was watched over 
by an Indian called Nakuma. 

Pyle had previously starred 
with Haggerty in the film The 
Adventures of Frontier Fremont 
( 1976, retitled Spirit of the Wild 
in Britain), another talc of a 
man heading for the bills and 
the simple life. Appropriately, 
he enjoyed Lhe books of Mark 
Twain and Jack London. 

More raucously, Pyle played 
Uncle Jesse Duke in The Dukes 
of Hazzard, about two young 
Southern country cousins in a 
Dodge Charger keeping one 
step ahead of a corrupt politi- 
cian and an inept sheriff. The 
series, in which the cousins 
shared a homestead with Uncle 
Jesse, featured endless car chas- 
es and Catherine Bach as the 
scantily clad Daisy Duke. Pyle, 
who directed some episodes, 
also voiced Uncle Jesse in a 
19S3 cartoon version of the se- 
ries The Dukes, as well as nar- 
rating it, and joined the rest of 
the cast for The Dukes of Haz- 
zard: Reunion!, a television film 
made earlier this year. 

His other feature films in- 
cluded another John Wayne pic- 
ture. Cahill United States 
Marshall (1973, retitled Cahill in 
Britain) and Maverick (1994). 
starring Mel Gibson and Jodie 
Foster in an updating of the 
Western television series of the 
Fifties and Sixties. His other tele- 
vision guest appearances in- 
cluded roles in 77if Dick Van 
Dvke Show (1963), The Andv 
Griffith Show (1963), The Wal- 
tons (1972). Kung Fu (1973. 
1914). Murder, She Hfcrtr (1988), 
Dallas ( 1990) and Cybill ( 1 996). 

Less than two weeks before 
his death, Pyle attended the un- 
veiling of his star on the Holly- 
wood Walk of Fame. 

- Anthony Hayward 
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Duncan Pryde. trapper, 
explorer, writer: born 8 June 
1937; twice married (one 
daughter); died IS November 
1997. 


Duncan Pryde, who probably 
knew the Arctic better than any 
white man of his generation, was 
in the middle of the massive task 
of compiling a dictionary of the 
26 dialects of the inuit (or Es- 
kimo I language when he died 
from cancer. 

He was one of five brothers 
and one sister, who were 
brought up in various orphan- 
ages in Scotland At ihe age of 
15 he joined the merchant navy, 
where he learned to he ex- 
tremely tough and covered him- 
self with lurid tattoos. Forced to 
resign due to an eye injury, he 
went to work in a Singer sewing 
machine factory, and was feel- 
ing bored when, aged IS in 1955. 
he spotted an advertisement in 
the Glasgow Sunday Post look- 
ing for fur traders to go to the 


far north of Canada for the 
Hudson's Bay Company. 

He spent three years work- 
ing for the company in north- 
ern Manitoba and Ontario, 
where he learned to speak 
Cree, but found the life too 
cushy and asked for a transfer 
to ihe Arctic. When he arrived, 
he was determined to learn to 
speak Eskimo, and was told by 
his boss “to leam the Eskimo 
way. so you will know how they 
feel about things". 

The only dictionary he had 
access to was a little red book 
compiled by a Catholic mis- 
sionary: it was so full of errors 
that he determined to write his 
own. He built up word lists and 
after a few weeks could com- 
municate on a basic level, but 
reckoned it took him three or 
four years to become fluent in 
the language: for example there 
are over 25 different words for 
snow, because in a snow envi- 
ronment it is vital in be able to 
distinguish between the differ- 
ent types. 


From Baker Luke he was 
transferred to the remote 
Spence Buy. before going to the 
even more isulated Perry Riv- 
er. Here he had to deal with 
drunkenness, laziness and mur- 
derers. He was much respect- 
ed and soon adopted the 
Eskimo way of life, feeling part 
of one big family; a northern ad- 
mirer wrote; "Duncan thinks 
and measures and becomes 
part of his environment just like 
an Eskimo." He became in- 
volved in wife-exchange and hud 
several children, writing that he 
could “always find a girl to 
sleep with. The problem is 
which one." His obsessive wom- 
anising was the one hlaek mark 
held against him; “He liked girls 
too much." 

He learned to trap, put to- 
gether a dog-team and travel 
with dogs, and was taught to 
harpoon seal and hunt caribou 
in the ancient Eskimo way. He 
also saw shamanism and witch- 
craft at first hand. On various 
hunting expeditions he was at- 


tacked by a polar bear and 
even more frighteningly was 
once charged by a grizzly, .said 
to he 10 times more dangerous 
than a polar hear. He never felt 
lonely in the Arctic, but equal- 
ly never lost his love of the 
bright lights. 

After 1 1 years with the com- 
pany. Pryde left lo work for the 
Council of ihe Northwest Ter- 
ritories, a job which involved 
travelling to all (he settlements 
in the western Arctic by cither 
sled or canoe. H also meant a 
much-reduced salary; realising 
he could not live on it. Pryde de- 
cided lo live off the land with the 
Eskimos, as a trapper, a pattern 
of life he adapted to quickly. He 
was upset by the way the welfare 
sysiem was run. feeling that it 
Look away any work incentive. 

In l"%9 he married 
Georgina Blnndin. the Cen- 
tennial Indian Princess of Lhc 
Northwest Territories, they had 
one daughter. Fiona, and lived 
in Yellowknife where they start- 
ed a development business. 


Cliff Miehelmure presented a 
television programme about 
Pryde in 1971) and \iwaga t “my 
land, my country"), u hook 
about his life in the Arctic was 
published in 1972 and reprint- 
ed by Eland in 1985: whether or 
not he knew about the reprint 
will remain a mystery, as the 
publisher was unable to trace 
him. Ed Ogle, who wrote a long 
article about Pryde for Time 
magazine and helped w-ith the 
book, said that many of his sex- 
ual exploits had to he cut as (he 
original publisher was afraid 
lhai the book was “too sexy”. 

In W75 he resigned from the 
council and went to the Inupi- 
ut University of ihe Arelic. 
where he was commissioned to 
write his dictionary. He had to 
leave Alaska while his residen- 
cy status was resolved and lived 
lor a white with his brother Jack 
in London: he had so adjusted 
lo life in (he Arctic that he ate 
only when hungry, seeming lo 
have lost all perspective of lime. 

While awav he met his sec- 


Pryde: the Eskimo way 

ond wife. Dawn, and never re- 
turned to the Arctic. Instead, 
Duncan Pryde ended up quiet- 
ly running a newsagent's shop 
in the Isle of Wight, w orbing on 
his dictionary between eus- 
lomers. He completely Jest 
touch with his British family who 
tried to trace him. believing he 
was in Germany and never for 
a moment suspecting that he 
was living openly with a shop 
bearing his name. Piydc of 
Cowes, in the Isle of Wigltu 
- Scrub Anderson 


What better 
time to move 
tolmg? 


ULTRA 


TOBACCO SERIOUSLY 
DAMAGES HEALTH 


MEANINGS OF CHRISTMAS 


Jesus the rich 
kid brings 
disturbing news 


AL DISEASES 


Christ was bom In 
poverty - but only by 
accident. All the signs 
are that he was from a 
middle-class back- 
ground, argues the Rev 
Martyn Percy, and the 
implications of that are 
rather uncomfortable 
for most of us. 


Our Christmas cards may 
sanitise and romanticise it, but 
Jesus was bom in a prerry in- 
salubrious place, surrounded 
by animals and filth, with no 
one for company except a few 
rough shepherds. He was, it 
appears, bom poor - a work- 
ing-class lad from Bethle- 
hem who made good. 

Yet closer attention to the 
Gospels reveals anoiherside to 
Jesus which is much more com- 
fortable - even middle-dass. Re- 
member that Jesus was only 
horn in a stable because the ho- 
tels were fully booked Mary and 
Joseph could actually afford 
B&B, so they were clearly not 
that poor. They had their own 
transport too. Moreover, when 
the Wise Men came to visit, they 
brought quite expensive gifts - 
gold, frankincense and myrrh 
have never been cheap. 

Ironically, portraiture of 
Jesus has hidden his true 
class origins lo our detriment 
It is actually probably quite 
important that we see Jesus as 
being bom into a relatively 
comfortable world. Consider 
the evidence. Mary and 
Joseph had the money to flee 
to Egypt and live abroad for 
a few years, in order to escape 
Herod's wrath. Generally, the 
poor do not have these re- 
sources at their disposal Car- 
pen try was more of a skilled 
building industry than a basic 
utility trade; wood was fun- 
damental lo the structure of 
roost housing. Indeed Italian 
scholars have recently re- 
translated the word used for 
Joseph's profession -tekton - 
suggesting that be was more 
of a chartered surveyor than 
a wood-carver. 

The Holy Family could af- 
ford a pilgrimage or two. Je- 
sus was educated; well 
educated, in fact - he almost 
certainly spoke three lan- 
guages. Aramaic, Hebrew and 
probably Greek, and had the 
financial resources to learn to 
read and write, and trained as 
a rabbi He developed the so- 
cial skills to be at home with 
all classes of people - from the 
poor, to middle class families 
like that of Mary, Martha 
and Lazarus, and to wealthy 
members of the community. 
Even at his death, he owned 
an expensive seamless robe, 
and his body was smuggled 
away by one of his richer fol- 
lowers, a foreign merchant, lo 
be given a “decent" burial. 

Further support for this 
thesis comes, strangely 
enough, from Eusebius’s Ec- 
clesiastical History, book iiL2D. 
The writer, quoting a first- 


Birthdays 

Mr Arnold Allen, former chairman, 
UK Atomic Energy Anihoritv. 73; Mr 
Gordon Banks footballer, e0: Pro- 
fessor Sir Roy Cable, surgeon and im- 
numologisx, 67; Mr Geraini Davies 
controller. BBC Wales, 54; Mr Bo 
Diddley. singer, composer and gui- 
tarist. 6V; General Sir David Fniser, 
former UK represenraiive lo NATO. 
77; Sir Archibald Hamilton MR 56c Sir 
John Houghton, former chief execu- 
tive, the Meteorological Office, 66; 
Lord Hawick of Glendale, a former 
managing director. Baring Bros, 60. 
Dame Rosalind? Hurley, microbiol- 
ogist. o& Mr Mark Kaplan, violinist. 
44; The Right Rev Pcier Nott, Bisfi- 
op of Norwich, 64; Mr David Prior MP. 
43: Sir Albert Robinson, former High 
Commissioner in the UK for Rhode- 
sia and Nyasaland. 82; Mr Nick Skel- 
ton. show jumper, 40; Lord Toning; on, 
former member of the Slock Ex- 
change, 82; Miss Tracy UDman, actress 
and comedienne. 38; Sir David WM- 
cocks, farmer director. Royal College 
of Music. 78; Mr Clifford WIBkams, for- 


ccutury source, says that the 
descendants of Jesus’s fami- 
ly were rounded up during a 
persecution, with a view to 
their land being confiscated. 
Eusebius tells us that “they 
had enough to be self- 
sufficient”. Not really wealthy, 
but certainly comfortable. 

So if Jesus was from a good, 
Jewish, middle-class hack- 
ground. what are the implica- 
tions for Christians? Ironically, 
they are far more disturbing 
than if he had been bom poor. 
It would appear that Jesus, in 
hs ministry, turned his hack on 
his class roots, and chose 
poverty. “Blessed are the poor 
for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven." Jesus knew some- 
tiling of both sides of the equa- 
tion when he said that a rich 
man would struggle to gain en- 
try into heaven; he assumed the 
poor would be there by right 

Jesus made friends 
amongst the poor - sinners, 
prostitutes, the mentally ill, 
widows - and he invariably 
challenged the wealthy over 
their pride and complacency. 
The Christian paradigm, in 
Jesus at least, is “Sell all you 
have”, “Take no gold and sil- 
ver for ihe journey'", and al- 
ways bless the beggar, the 
homeless and the hungry. 
It's radical stuff, and it's anti- 
bourgeois, No wonder be got 
on people’s nerves. 

The early Christian So- 
cialists - men tike F.D. Mau- 
rice, Stewart Headlara and 
John Ludlow - understood 
that God discriminated for the 
poor, and shared something of 
the radical nature of Jesus's 
chosen social incarnation. 
They worked with Chartists, 
radicals and other organisa- 
tions to bring justice for the 
working dass. They argued for 
universal suffrage, set up col- 
leges and co-operatives, and 
laboured for ihe labourer. It 
was a costly agenda; Maurice 
lost a Chair in Theology at 
King’s College London for his 
trouble. Yet he never lost 
sight of the imperative: the 
poor were God's cause, and a 
truly socialist society would 
never abandon them. 

Ai Chris tmastide, we re- 
member the Shepherds and 
the Wise Men who came 
bearing gifts for a king. What 
they found instead was an 
ordinary family, but in tem- 
porary atrommodation, strug- 
gling with a new baby. It must 
have been quite a shock. The 
Wise Men had tried Herod’s 
palace first, but found it was 
the wrong address. Yet the 
Gospels record that they still 
gave their gifts, expensive as 
they were, and left them at the 
poor and lowly stable. 

In their own way. they too 
were quite radical, and they 
throw a question back to us. 
What gifts will we give to the 
homeless, the displaced, the 
poor and the marginalised? 
The question isn't meant to be 
a (ax bombshell. Yet our re- 
sponse to the coming of Jesus 
must indeed “cost not less 
than everything” 


mer as.sod.ne director, the Royal 
Shakespeare Company, 71. 

Anniversaries 

Births; Joseph Rudyard Kipling, 
author and poet. IS65; Sir Carol 
Reed. Glin director. 1°06. Deaths: 
Richard. Duke of York, killed, 1460; 
Grigori Yefimovich Rasputin. Siber- 
ian peasant and mystic, murdered, 
1916. On this day: Karol Wqjtyla 
llater to be Pope John Riul If) be- 
came Archbishop of Krakow, Poland, 
1963. Today is the Feast Day of Si 
Anysia. Si Anysius. St Egwin and St 
Sabinus of Spoleto. 

Lectures 

British Museum: Lorn a Oakes, 
“Ancient Syria: the city-state of 
EHh", 1.15pm. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mounted Regi- 
ment imnuii* the Queen* Life Guard at 
Horse Guards, t lam. 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

CBOSSLEYi Andy and CtroHoc are de- 
lighted to announce the birth at 
home of Grace Mary 1 on 1 7 Etawro- 
ber, a beautiful sbJcr for Joe and Lily. 


DEATHS 

BELL: Tony (Ambony John I at borne 
on 26 December. Greatly loved hus- 
band, father and grandfather. Funeral 
service 3t Shiplalc Church on Moo- 
day 5 January 1998 at ’pm, followed 
by private cremation- Family dowers 
untv, donations, jf desired, to Cancer 


Research c/o Tomaim & Son, 38 
Reading Road, Henley on Thames, 
RG91AG. 


For Gwatce, telephone 0(71-293 ZOtt. 
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If every other 
moron could 
drive, then so 
could I ... 

RES OLUTIONS 

THE TIME: 1996 

THE P LACE: NORTH l_l.ONDON 


It was about November 
when 1 realised my 1997 
New Year’s resolution 
would be the same as it 
always had been - to 
learn to drive - says 
Suzanne Moore. I was 37. 

I was pathetic. I couldn’t 
let it go another year. 

My friend recommended this 
lovely lesbian instructor who 
understood about people like 
me. We had a meaningful con- 
vernation on the phone. She 
would love to teach me to drive 
but she didn't have a car. which 
seemed a bit of a drawback. 

Then I remembered a highly 
dysfunctional friend who had 
miraculously been taught to 
drive. This man was a genius, 
but could barely walk along Lhc 
road, and 1 thought whoever 
taught him must have some- 
thing. So 1 phoned BSM and 
sought this miracle-worker out. 

His name was Chas. He was 
profoundly depressed. He said 
something about having to have 
so many Lessons for every year 
of ray life. My life flashed past 
in driving-lesson years. I would 
need perhaps a million, but then 
again, said Chas - for Chas's 
trick was always to summon up 
a pupil worse than yourself - 
“I’ve got a 17-year-old at the 
moment She had 100 lessons 
and she needs 100 more." 


1 wanted to talk to Chas 
about the deep psychological 
reasons why I could not drive; 
about my dreams, in which I was 
driving something like a sewing 
machine with just one pedal, 
and then even that would veer 
out of control. 1 wanted to tell 
him that T had explored the issue 
in therapy and thought it was 
somehow connected with my 
mother, who never drove, and 
that it was pertinent that now 
she was dead I was about to 
learn. I felt the urge to tell him 
that this was the most grown-up 
thing 1 had ever done - more 
grown-up than gening a mort- 
gage, more grown-up than hav- 
ing children, even. Most of all 
I wanted to tell him that a huge 
impediment to my driving was 
that one of my favourite songs 
was Iggy Pop's “The Passenger”, 
which summons up perfectly 
that crystalline, coming-down 
feeling of being driven through 
a city late at night when every- 
thing passes slowly by the win- 
dow. For despite all the 
boy-racer mythology in my 
heart, I felt that there was 
something deeply cool about be- 
ing driven rather than driving. 

I didn't say any of these 
things. Instead I blurted out; 
“You have no idea of how use- 
less I am." and refused to get 
into the driving seat. “I’m not 
doing that on the first lesson." 

Chas gently coaxed me out 
of his seat and iota mine. 



promising me that 1 wouldn’t 
have to do anything I didn't feel 
ready for. I confessed that many 
years before I had had several 
bad experiences with driving in- 
structors. One used to tell me 
that changing the gears was like 
making love, which I never 
understood. One used to smell 
of whisky, and just yell furiously 
at me. Another used only 10 let 
me play about with a card- 
board steering wheel, and never 
made me do any actual driving. 

Chas nodded. Chas could 


never believe how many bad 
driving instructors there were 
out there. He took his job very 
seriously. So seriously that he 
was made pretty miserable hy 
it. He had. he explained, put on 
lots of weight since becoming a 
driving instructor, and he really 
wanted in do something else. 
Every' lesson he would fantasise 
about a different job. Some- 
limes he wanted to be a camera- 
man. Some days a journalist. 
Sometimes a builder. Some- 
times he wanted to run a 


restaurant. Anything, really, 
but he a driving instructor. I 
couldn’t blame him. 

While l listened avidly to his 
existential search for meaning, 
he knew and 1 knew that l never 
really listened whenever he 
started talking about the clutch, 
traffic lights. n*ad markings, and 
all the rest of it. 1 pretended to 
listen, but something just hap- 
pens t«» me when people start 
talking aln nil cars, which l have 
never taken any interest in. 
■■ D« » y< »u know what kind of car 


you are driving?" Chas asked 
me one day in the nearest thing 
he ever had to a fit of temper. 

“Er ... blue?" 

Meanwhile, all my friends 
made encouraging noises, ex- 
cept the very close ones who 
thought that 1 should never be 
allowed behind a wheel. “It will 
change your life." “It will be so 
much easier for shopping." 
“You have to drive when you 
have children." These things r 
have never understood, either. 
You don’t have to be a pilot to 


ijve conspiracy * a nd 

:,,ild «" 0 Sdrivi"S 

“ to w Ulkrd. or gm 

» Particularly 
mt I realised that 
^ed me as such. 

No, I was learning to ^ 

f every oiber mown ujuid 
Jrive, then so could I- 

Chas was conccmt-d that* 
ate my test before the "«■ 
angled theory test cam*, in. 
hdnT have much confidence^ 
nv ability to pass a wnlie^ « ■ 
‘It would involve you to'™* To 
cad some books,” he said 
vitheringly- . ... 

B>-now.lwassenii-dnvin=,. 

AfelL steering. Chas had *• 
,n the pedals and we would chaL 
iwav. It was strange being 
aught something and not being 
avited to give an opinion 
rhere was no point arguing with 
-has about how to change gear 
,r reverse. There was one way 

0 do it and that was it- Driving, 
realised, docs not involve 

nuch space for personal expres- 
; jon. This wits not an interpre- 
ative skill: no one cared about 
vhat you thought you were do- 
ng. You just had to do as you 
vere told. All very difficult for 
iomeoue as awkward as me. 

By the day of the test I had 
lecured so much pharmaceutical 
ie!p that I could have flown to 
he moon. Beta-blockers from 
ny doctor, some ancient Valium 
rom Thailand. Librium from my 
ym pathetic builder. When the 
hiving lest man announced. 
Hello Miss Moore. I'm Mr 
yluch". I cackled hysterically for 
iboul 10 minutes at this fright- 
ul joke about my name, until I 
■ealise that Mr Much was in fact 
his little man’s real moniker. 

“When you arc calmer. Miss 
Moore." said Mr Much, “per- 
taps we could walk lo the car." 

“Ah, the car.” I was confident 
'd recognise the car. After all. 

1 had a huge BSM sign on (op. 
\s we walked out of the test 
lentre. 1 could feel the drugs be- 
ginning to take hold. I was 
wreathing deeply; I was an oasis 


Suddenly 1 realised that 

Fnrvvha! seemed like tan! 
“l^tm»d«nide™shihe- 

driUs that Chas hud made so, 
of- Something 10 do with ; 
SL and sea> bells and m«-. 
and things. BSE or BSM or ; 

Jdmvs.I^asMfM^ 
. not let him into the car. , 
^ From there on in, things got; 

W °Chas was wailing patiently 
for me when I came back. “I 
couldn't find the car. ! tned. 

Dredging up yet anoihwsioiy, 

about someone more inept than 
me. Chas sighed. “But you did 
find it in the end. dtdn t yuu^l- 
had a man once ... "‘-•11. after 
20 minutes the inspector came 
hack on his own. The gay 
couldn’t find the car and he jusi v 

made a run for it ...” 

Chas drove me home. I here 
would be another lest. And 
there was. And another, which 
I somehow got through. 

So. yes- 1 had done :L I had 
a driving licence. 

This Is the part when I am 
supposed to say what a defer- 
ence it has made to my life. Bui 
I can’t sav it has. J Mill hate airs, 
and those who go on alwui ■ 
them. 1 am still amazed drat 
everybody follows ail the rules.. 
that more people don't die. 

I still get cabs, because there 
has never been any contest 
between drinking and driving. 

1 would rather sit on a bus and 
read than sit in a traffic jam lis- 
tening to crap radio. I would 
rather be asleep on a train 
than dodging down a nintonvay. 
In short- 1 am not a convert. But 
1 stuck to my resolution. 1 did 
the thing that for <ioroe daft rea- 
son signified adullhood to me. 

! became some kind of grown- 
up. supposedly more in control 
than I was before. .And now I 
have the aroofof th.vi. i! means 


Tomorrow : novelist 
Rachel Cusk on the 
passing of time 


Spinderella 


A Peoples Pantomime in 
Two Acts (of Parliament) 
by Debbie Barham 



Cast 

Ton y Blair as Spinderella. die Principled Boy 
Peter Mandelson as the Pantomime Dome 
Gordon Brown as the Principal Bore 
Harriet Harman and Clare Short as Blair's 
Babes in the Wood (non-speaking roles. Prefer- 
ably) 

William Hague as the Little Tory who never 
grew up 

Mister Blobby as John Prescott 
Portillo, Rifldnd. Forsyth & Hamilton as the 
Lost Seat Boys 

Christine Hamilton as the back end of a cow 
A man dressed in women's clothes (to get on 
the women-only shortlist) 

Paddy Ashdown as a Wishee Wkshee Liberal 
Ken Coates and Hugh Kerr as the ugly minis- 
ters (non-supporting roles) 

And special guest: Humphrey the cat as Puss 
Plus: Several comedy U-turns 


Scene : New Britain - a Fantasy Land. 

‘Spinderella a pitiful figure, is busy sweeping issues 
under the carpet 

Narrator Our pantomime starts back in May '91 
As Britain wakes up in a New Labour heaven 
Even in Sport - we get to the ball 
And the fijture looks rosy (though not red at all). 
But soon comes December. A sorrowful sight 
Young Spinders is sobbing - let's hear of his plight 
Principled bov: Boo-hoo! How I wish I was off at 
some party 

Hanging around with the pop glitterati 
“Jamming" with Liam and Noel (my males!) 
Hannan (front the wings)-. ...And not turning up lo 
important debates. 

Principled boy: But this is a Grimm Talc - no fairy 
story. 

Still - at least Tm not tainted by sleaze like the Tories. 
Narrator When suddenly - poof? In a thick cloud of 
smoke, comes: 

Principled boy: My Blairy Godmother? 

Narrator That Ecclestone bloke. 

Bernte: CM, Tone? Here's a million lo win you some 
voters. 

If you let me advertise fags on my motors. 

77it’ Principled Boy nods his head and executes a 
quick pirouette. 

Narrator But over this issue our hero has blundered 
And Bemie gets ail of his money refunded. 

Spinders unhappily sweeps up the embers 
Sairned even by his own Cabinet members. 

Rebel rump (of Pantomime Stalking-Horse): Ha! 
Where are your party faithful NOW? 

Principled boy: TTiey're behind me! 

Ken Coates. Hugh Kerr, and the boys and girls in the 
audience: Oh, no. they aren’t! 

Principled boy. Oh. yes, they are! 

Nurruiur But away from this highly cerebral debate 
Down on the farm - lurks a sinister fate ... 

5ct7itv a farm. 

Farmer Twanky is in the pigsty attending to a litter of 
newly arrived EC subsidy application forms. Jack, the 
agriadtum minister, approaches with a pantomitne row: 


Jack: Tell me - is this y«»ur eil'cr? 

Farmer livanky: Aye. that be mni Daisy. 

Jack- Slaughter her. man! She's clearly gone crazy. 
Give up the livestock and grow vegetation. 

Here are some beans as your compensation. 

The Pantomime Cow is slaughtered, culled and Jc- 
honeti 

Cow: (cheekily) Moooo! I've always wanted to be 
“well hung"! (winks at audience) 

Jack Now that kind of humour I cannot condone. 
Please take that joke back! It's far loo near the bone. 
Famier Twanky: ( sadly) Alas, alack, poor cow of mine. 
Now just like Blair - she's got m » spine! 

Namjhtr: But old Farmer Twanky now makes a 
discovery 

His handful oi heans are ... the seeds of recovery! 
Farmer Iwanky plants the beans. They do sod all 
Farmer /wanks: Not a single green shoot! This 
could prove (• • be tragic. 

Gordon, the Principal Bon: Well whal arc you 
waiting for - Mime sort of magic? 

Narrator: So Spinders is down to his final lap-top 
And it looks like his parry is in for the chop 
l The chup being certified boneless, of course. 

And not from a cow but a pantomime horse). 

“I just want somebody 10 love me" he pleads. 
Gordon: Kiss a frog? 

Principled Buy: What, suck up lo those Euro MPs? 
No - what I need now isn’t more hocus-pocus 
Find me a Group that'll help me lo Fticus...! 

Exeunt Chimes to the Think-Tank 

Scene: a Castle in the Air (Tory Party HQ) 

Hague and his wife. Fc-Fi-Fo-Fftun. an: sleeping tin 
separate beds). Tivu new Labour MPs in stripy 
sweaters envp in on liphv. They are Blair's Ruthless 
Henchmen, or Barmcd-lts. 

Narrator. Does Willie wake up? No, he just keeps 
snoring! 

It's lucky political life is so boring ... 

The robbers make off with Hague's manifesto. Enter 
Murdoch, a newspaper seller. 

Murdoch: Mirror, Mirror, hoi off the press 
Whose is the party in distress? 


The Principled Boy begins to sob. 

Munloch: Read all about it! A Golden Nest Egg 
More government scandal! 

Principled bay: Don’t publish. I beg! 

Murdoch: Geoffrey Robinson Crusoe is stranded 
tax-free 

On an island that's - handily - way out to sea. 
Principled Boy: If only I’d done that ... 

Narrator. Our hem now curse-* 

Principled boy: ... 1 might now be able to pay for 
some nurses. 

Spinders glumly counts mu the few Ivans left in his 
party coffers. 

Principled Boy: Oh woe! I'm as poor as an 
unmarried mum ... 

Narrator But Aladdin Fayed with his Magic Lump 
Sum 

Appears - like a genie, straight nut ol thin air! 
Aladdin Fayed: You’re in hick. I've a few f'**in‘ 
quid I can spare. 

One wave of my wad - and you'll be a rich geezer 
... If you just grant me a full V * * ing visa. 

Narrator Now it seems as though things really 
CANNOT get worse 

(Meaning New Labour's fortunes, not simply this 
verse). 

When Tony espies an enormous erection 
A Dome - with a coaling of Teflon protection! 
Spinders calls Peter Matidini initi No In and demands 
an explanation. 

Mandini: (slaps thigh) It'D bring Britain credit! 
Narrutor Mandini expounds. 

Principled Boy: To the tune .... 

Narrator - laments Spinders 
Principled Brry: ... of millions of pounds! 

Spinders sciuts Mandini away in sliame. 

Narrator. Spin again. Mandelson. 

Potential Mayor of London Town ... 

Principled Boy: (slaps head I: Doh! If ONLY I Mil) 
came across as Prince Charming. 

Now I'm seen as dishonest and - oh NO! It's 
Harman! 

Enter Harman u tniditimial pantomime \illain - to boo\ 
and hisses from allchildnn in die audience. She has 


GAMES 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


No.3494 Tuesday 30 December 



ACROSS 

I Attack on king (5) 

4 No longer available 
(3) 

7 Transparent mineral 
used as glass substi- 
tute (4) 

8 System of letters (8) 

9 blot for attribution 
(33,6) 

10 Surgical instrument 

( 6 ) 

13 Attempt (6) 

15 Extremely impressive 
(3-9) 

19 Ear-splitting (8) 

20 Notion (4) 

21 Make fun of (3) 

22 Courage (5) 


DOWN 

1 Rock face (5) 

2 Flexible (7) 

3 Playing can! (5) 

4 New Zealand univer- 
sity (5) 

5 Cricketer (7) 

6 Orb (6) 

11 Astonishing (7) 

12 Ball game (6) 

14 Shoerof horses (7) 

16 Before due time (5) 

17 Heathen (5; 

18 Female relative (5) 


Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword; 

.ACROSS: I Pi»e, 4 lasle (Post-haste). 9 Outdo. 1(1 Rai-uap. II 
Recorder. 1 2 Shin, 13 Wall paintings, 17 Wine, 18 Fearless. 2 1 flem- 
ish. 22 Iraw. 23 Tulip, 24 Hate. DOWN: 2 Optic. 3 Ego-mp. 4 Three- 
line whip. 5 Situ. 6 Earthen. 7 Sorrow, 8 Spin, 14 Lcnivni. 15 Tarnish. 
In System. 17 Wife, 19 Pnaw-t , 20 Bill 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


Nigel Short self-destructed in the opening 
game of his world championship quarter- 
final against Nigel Short. Thanks to some 
clever play in the opening (his 6...Nfft! is a 
big improvement on the natural cxd4) he 
gained an early initiative and turned (his 
inlo a clear space advantage on the Q-sidc. 

When Black had established a pawn 
chain at a5. b4 and c3. and had his bishop 
firmly cemented on d4. Adams could onlv 
wail for his opponent lo launch an attack 
with f5. Both players manoeuvred their 
pieces to he ready for that advance, but 
when it happened, it looked as though 
Black was well on (op. 

Short musl have planned well in 
advance to meet 3l.Nc4 by sacrificing the 
exchange, but it did nol turn out as well as 
he had hoped. After 35.f4, the position 
became very loose. Shirt won the pawn on 
c2. but it was Adams's c-pawn that won the 
game in Short's time-trouble. 


fl k.1 


2 Nc3 c ft 


3 ND ah 

4 g3 b5 

5 Bg2 lib7 

6 d4 Nfh 

7 Bg5 cxd4 

8 Nxd4 hn 

9 Bxfh Oxfb 

10 (1-0 Nch 

11 N.U'h dxch 

12 Qe2 tf 

13 a4 h4 

14 Nbl n5 

15 Qe3 BUh 

16 Nd2 Qc7 

17 Nb3 c5 
IS Nd2 Ban 

19 Rfdl c4 

20 lifl Bc5 

21 OP Qeh 


23 Rah | l -3 

24 B\ai. Rxar, 

25 Nc-i IMi 

2f> •>() 

27 Re I Reh 

28 Rhdl Ro 

29 Kg2 f$ 

30 exf.S gxf5 

31 Nl*4 Rxl-4 

32 Oxc4 

33 Oli? R(7 

34 Qbtf+ Kh 7 

35 14 Qa2 

36 f\o Qxc2 + 

37 Kh5 f4 

38 ch Qf5+ 

39 g4 Qd5 

40 RJ3 Rfb 

41 Qc7+ resign-. 


large, pendulous comedy breasts, attd is cvidctvly in need 
of more support She is in hot pursuit of single Mother 
Goose arui Snow White (whose child benefit form claims 
that she is the sole guardian of se\ en minors 1 . 

Hannan : Fee, fi. fo. fum 
l smell the blood of a single mum! 

Be she disabled or just unwed 
I'll grind her down to save some bread! 

Exit Hannan . laughbig maniacally, to the DSS, but 
she leaves behind a glass slipper. 

Principled Boy: Aha! Should this slipper fit anyone’s 
gob 

I promise - that person is out of a job. 

Narrator: Blair’s Babes in the Wood are now sorely 
afeard 

Bui hark! Who s this gnome with a gingerv beard? 

A hairy homunculus this way now ventures 
Tis Cook - and seven New Labour frontbenchers! 
Blair s Babes in ihe Wood: There’s Hapless, and 
Sleazy, and Spin Doc and Grumpy. Sleep} and 
Bashful - who likes rumpy-pumpy ... 

ITincipIcd Boy: But where is the seventh? Is Dopey 
not here? 

Sleazy: No - he's with his son flogging druggies 
some gear. 

Pnncipled Boy (dolefully): I thought cash for 
questions was stupid and rash. 

But NOW we’ve got chaps facing questions lor 
HASH ! 


< hones : ... by a prick and some spinning 


< hivcnmienl?) 




T^s- (Not suitable for children, p^rf 
subject to last-minute change or cam 
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t'rime in small packages, v 

be ^'4 ling everyone's at l 
road there is this rather hi 
big sets, flashy product 
dancing east of millions. | 
cnaiing. real-life ston.r 

J-. lent Performers line 

a^^P^ycrJohni 

Ui?h L ^ ftiU,areerwithhi 
. . hjnd - Only trouble is 
J"nnny is a woman. Chri 
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and Li ‘^ kof > our necks 
Liza Sadovy blows a „ 

Aareal nun 
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DANCE 



Skating far too close to the edge 


'■'* Vis's 

C--:« :• r£ 


Tates of Beatrix Potter; Peter 
and the WoH; Les Patineurs 
* Royal Ballet, Royal Festival Hall 

We always knew that the Lon- 
don Festival Ballet (now English 
National Ballet) were perform- 
ing marvels at their old home. 
With no flying tower, and a stage 
like a shelf, the Royal Festival 
Hall (which was built purely for 
orchestral concerts) is a dance 
director’s nightmare - as the 
Royal Ballet is now discovering. 

Matthew Hart's charming 
Peter and the Hblfva& excellently 
danced by the Royal Ballet 
School and didn't suffer partic- 
ular!)’ from the transfer, but the 
lack of space can become 
painfully apparent whenever 
existing work is shoehomed on 
to it. The graceful circuits of the 
ice made by Ashton ’scAassAing 
dancers in bis 1937 masterpiece 
Les Patineurs may have been 
crafted on the cramped 30ft 


stage of the old Sadler’s Wells, 
but in this new, foreshortened 
site the circles are squashed into 
ellipses. 

Ashton’s seamless exits and 
entrances were let down last 
Tuesday by some perilously dose 
brushes with the trellis-work. 
However, the dancers respond- 
ed manfully to the challenge of 
Biting the steps into the space 
available. Miyako Yoshida and 
Deborah Bull were slyly witty as 
the two show-offs in blue, 
Yoshida nipped through her 
fouettes with much of the speed 
and twice the charm of any fig- 
ure-skater you could name. 

Equally slippery was Tetsuya 
Kumakawa’s Blue Boy. The au- 
dience was delighted with his 
silky pirouettes and bold cabri- 
oles. Unfortunately, so was he- 
but perhaps a little cockiness is 
not inappropriate when por- 
traying the supercharged vani- 
ty of the solo skating virtuoso. 
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A Present for Yourself 

WIN the new Swatch Dect Telephone 
and a luxury break at 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 
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sort the New Year refreshed 
and invigorated by indulging 
yourself with the ideal present 
for your home and yourself. Ac 
Henlow Grange Health Farm 
there Is a wide range of 
treatments such" as manicures, 
facials and reflexology - the Ideal 
way to overcome the indulgence 
and stress of Christmas. This 
package is worth £1.400. 


To enter this competition 
simply dial the number below, 
answer the following question 
on fine and leave your name and 
full address: 

Q: What is the name of the 
new Swatch Telephone? 

Call 0930 525227 


We are also offering, the new 

digital cordless • ' phone from For further information: 

Swatch - The Dect The Grange: 014&2 8IIUI 

telephone, rs able make and ^ tochers ovnitaWe; 

Pec ?iw calls up to 50 metres 

-from the base sraoon indoors or Swatch: 0800 192192 
300 metres if you we outside, 
complete mobility wieft 
crystal, dear sound. Six handsets 
c * n °P« , ata from a single base 
“•to* You can also reach 
son ^ 3 pe'ebe in the bouse with 
^PKeptitonal feature of free 
[n »*rtal calls which can be made 
^ Vfin '♦fieri •another external call 
“ 'the same line, 

f ' 1997 



Such individuality is largely 
dispensed with in the second 
number in the double-bill: Ash- 
ton’s Tales of Beatrix Potter. 
The work was successfully trans- 
lated from the 1971 feature film 


LOUISE 

LEVENE 


to a live-action fluff-fesi in 
1992 and has been tormenting 
dancers and selling tickets ever 
since. On Tuesday, a last-minute 
cast change was announced, 
telling us that one of Squirrel 
NuiJdn’s fat. lurry chums had 
been replaced. Trust me: your 
own mother wouldn't know you 
through that amount of fur 
fabric and after 15 minutes' 
dancing in that heat, you'd 
have forgotten your own name 


LONDON 

CINEMAS 


ABC B«fl? STREET (GUI -935 9772) 

■& Baker SI Hdiiib Alone 3 id Thu 1 15pm. 

3 3Gpm. 6 50pm (rail Wed) LA. 
Confidential to Thu 6 05pm fnoi Wed) The 
Tanga Lesson to to 1 25pm, 3 40pm. 

6 15pm. 8.35pm (nw Wed) 

ABC PAHT0N STREET (0171 -930 0531) 

•©• Picc Circ Ttie Same lo Wed 2 20pm 

5 20pm B 1 ton (not W«l) LA. Confidential 
i loWed 2pm. 5pm. 8pm inoi Well Mrs Brown 

1 . 20pm. 3 40pm. 6pm irwi Wedi . $ 25pm 
ind Wed) Wilde lo Wedi 10pm 330pm 
6pm (not Wedi . 8 20pm (noi Wed) 

ABC PICGADftlY t0? 71-437 3561 ) ■& Picc 
Circ Chasing Amy toThut 1 5pm. 3.25pm. 
5.55pm. B 35pm ml Wetf > G.l. Jane to Thu 
1.40pm. 5 40pm 8 20pm (noi Y/edi 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 
(01 71 -836 5279) ■©■ LtfC Sq Chasing Amy lo 
to215pro.5l5pminoiWed) B iBpnunoi 
Wed)WBdetQto 1 05pm 3 30pm 5 55pm 
(not Wed). 8 35pm tool Wed) 

ABC SWISS CENTRE <0 ) 7! -439 4470] 

■» Lae SqL’AppartementtEn hui 10pm 
3.40 pm. 6 10pm. 8 40pnuna Wed> Lawn 
Dogs lo Thu 1 10pm 3 30pm 620pm 
8 50pm (noi Wed) Marius Et Jeannette io 
Thulpm 315pm.6pni.E.55pm(noiWed) 
Ma Vis Ei) Rose to Thu 1 itipm 3 i0pm 
5 10pm. 7 lQpm.9 UJpnnnoiWed. 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD 

(Ql 71 -636 6 1 48 1 ■©■ Tod Ct Rd Sptceworid - 
TheMmriel I5pm.325pni.5 35pm 
7.45pm. 9 55pm iiwiWi^I) Tomorrow Never 
Dies 1.10pm 3 50pm. 6 30pm. 9 f 0pm 
(Wed) Welcome To Sarajevo I 35pm 

4 05pm. 7pm. 9.30pm (Wert 

BARBICAN CINEMA (0171 -382 7000} 

■©■ Moo male The Borrowers 2 30pm fnol 
Thu) Splbeworld - The Movie * 1 5pm 

6 30pm. 8 30pm TomorrowNever Dies 
3pm. 6pm 840pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA (0171-351 3742) 

■©■ Stoane Square Tbfl Tango Lassomo to 
2pm. 4 15pm 6 30pm 8 50pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(01 71 -198 2242 1 e Clap Com nThe 
Borrowers toTtwipininoi toi 3pmmc4 
Thui. 5pm. 7pm (ODlWedithe Full Monty 
Tik 12 45pm 2 45pm. 7 30pm. 9 30pm 
Wed/to 1 30fro(W«3' 3 30pm (Wed) 
V.SOpm (to) LA. Confidential to Tfiu 
4 45pm men Wedi 3pm <nol Wed) Starship 
Hoopers to 9 intern Toinorrow Hem 
EMesloTTiui 45pmmc.'1lwi 4 15pm 

6 45pm (f»l Wert. 9 iipmrtiolWed) 

CURZON MAYFAIR <05 7 1-369 ] 1 . . 2»H 
e- Gie*n Fak Tomorrow Never Dies io to 

ipm. 3 30pm 6p'"- * 30pm. noi Wed) 

CURZON PHOENIX i'll 71 369 V:\ > 
eteic Sq Keep The Aspidistra R|M« 

J)jd 1 i5pm.6 1 5pm Shooting Fish io to 
345pm 3 jOpir.'.iWi V*di 

CURZON WESTEN0 (0! i • 43? 4805. 


anyway. I'd selected a light- 
weight black crepe number for 
the evening and 1 found the Fes- 
tival Hal! sweltering - happily 
I wasn't wearing my padded, all- 
in-one squirrel suit. 

The over-long 65-minute 
prediction has had to be altered 
considerably to fit its temporary 
home. The Two Bad Mice now 
lake possession of a bungalow 
rather than a magnificent, two- 
slurey Victorian villa, and ail of 
the backcloths have to be 
tracked on from the wings like 
so many Swish curtains, with the 
result that Oliver Symons's spir- 
ited Mrs Tiggywinkle runs on 
against a rather creased ap- 
proximation of the Lake District. 
The point where two curtains 
join is occasionally held in place 
by a rather obvious list. 

The dancers began their 
stint of 14 Potters with com- 
mendable energy. Peter Aheg- 
glen, Hubert Essukow and 


e tot SuTottentam Court Road It's A 
Wonderful LMb 2 40pm. 5 30pm 8 15pm 
(not Wed; 

ELEPHANT ft CASTLE CORONET 

(0171-703 49681 « Elephant 8. Uifle 

Allen: Resurrection to Wed 6 40pm The 
Borrowers toThu ipm 4 50pm George Dl 
The Jungle in to 1 3Dpm. 4jim, 6 20pm 
Spiceworld - The Movie lo Tru 2 45pm 
6 40pm. 8 50pm Tomorrow Never Dies lo 
tol'pm.4 30pm. S 25pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQ (01 rt-437 1234) 
■OLeicSuThe Full Monty Ipm (no) Thuj. 

} Wpm 6pm 8 30pm inolWeil) Seven 
Years In Rben2ricon(tv:iiT hut 3pni. 

6 1 Spin (noi Wed) 9 20pm ffini Wed) 
Spiceworld -The Movie ;i 30am mol TTu) 

1 50pm 4 i5pm 640p.o 905pm(nolWefli 

GATE HOTTING HILL |0I71 -727 4043) 
■©Noitinij Hill Oale Kitchen i 55pm 
4 J5pm 6 35pm 8 55pm mol WeO] 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN (0181-9706026) 
& Hamn .erernitfiAHen: Resorrection Tue 
9 30pm The Bor ro wers 1 2 10pm. 2 10pm 
4 20poi b 50pm Home Alone 3 ijnoon 

2 1 5pm 4 40pm tnol Thu). 7pm (not ThUi I 
Know WTraf You DM Last Summer rueiiu 
8 50pm Spiceworld - The Movie 1 2iiuon 

2 20pm 4 40pm. 7 10pm 9 ^OpmOvolW-di 
StarslupTroopersTrnit220pm 3pm 6pm. 
9pm Tomorrow Never Die* WTIru 
12 30pm ) 20pm 6 10pm 9punnolY/ei1i 
Wt<M 30pm , 7 pm 3 »5pm 

ICA CINEMA (01 < 1-9 30 164 7)^ Otiai 
uoi; Close-Up 5pm 7pm 9pm Fellini: A 
Director's Notebook Itm). 2.0pm 8 20pm I 
VrteUonlioWeflO jflpmLa Strode to Wrf 
6 30pm 

METRO (0 1 7 1 -437 075 7 ) ©■ Piet Cut Kiss 
Me Gordo Tue 2pm 4 (5pm 630pm. 

B 45pm Persons Unknown Tue 3 30pm 
8 ?(Wi Under The Skin Tw jpm. 6pm 

THEMINEMA (0i 71-369 1721) 

■& y iiiqhl^ itlge It's A Wondertid Lite l o 
Thujpni 6 30pm 9pnnnoiWea) 

N0TT1NG HILL CORONET (0 1 7 1 -727 6705 . 
©■NoUiwjHiH Tomorrow Never Dies 

3pm.6pi*i 3 30pm 

ODEON CAMQENTOWN PlSI it 54255. 
■& Camo Town Allen: Resurrection 9 30pm 
(noi Wed) Cop Land? tspn.inoty.'W'Tmii 
George OfThe Jungle i7 lipn. 2 20pm 

4 45pm. 7pm (noi Wedi'Ttiui Hercules 

1 l Opn i Home Alone 31 I5pm 3 45pm. 

6 30pm fnoi Wed; LA. Confidential TyeThn 
6 SOpmOne Night Stand 1 45pm. 6 30pm 
.'nor Wedj Spiceworld - The Movie 
12 lOpm. j L ,c 4jm 4 40pm 6 55pm hkH 
W*n 9 20pm mol Wed) Starship Troopers 
n,u ,>n 9 JOpni Tomorrow Never Dies 
1? 45p>» ' itbm 6 IfipminOlWrili 
9 1 5pm inti '.Yen ) 

OOEON HAYMARKET lOtfir -,<! 5 4.'* I2i 
& ftec Cue Regeneration 2pm c »uf*n< 
V^e-J'i 8 45pni(n0 , W?iti 

ODEON KENSINGTON iDtSl -31 5 4jM i 
0 HiQti 31 Ken Alien: Resunedion 4 4iipm 
(f«l Will) The Borrowers l? 25pni 2 4 Spin 

5 n6pn i Cop Land i ' ;, pm George 01 The 
Jungle i.w^n 2 ih; >u 4 JUpm. 6 3' v ,ni 
Kini Hercules r: i Stun Home Alone 3 

; TSpiii •! <))(«>•, & •';»)< I Know Wbai You 


Joshua Tuifua put in some chas- 
teningly nimble pointework as 
Pigling Bland and friends, and 
all have tendonilis to look for- 
ward to in the New Year. 
William Trevitt was in a fever of 
fuss and virtuosity as Jeremy 
Fisher, and Natalie McCann 
waddled her way sweetly 
through Jemima Puddleducfc. 
They may not actually spend a 
week on a farm in preparation 
for each role, but they do ap- 
parently aim io do all the ap- 
propriate facial expressions 
hencalh Rostislav Dobouj in- 
sky's masks. All the mare heart- 
breaking when you reflect that 
at least half the audience is 
probably applauding the suit. 

'Tales of Beatrix Palter' is in a 
double bill with either 'Les Pat- 
inenrs' or 'Peter and the Wolf at 
the Royal Festhvl HaU, SBC. 
London SEh until Saturday. 
Tickets: 0171 -304 4000 


Did Last Summer 2 40pm 5 05pro. 7 30pm. 
9 55pm (noi Wed) LA. Confidential to 
9 1 5pm Seven Years In Tibet 9 1 5pm (noi 
Wed) Spiceworld -The Movie 12 15pm. 
235pm 5pm 1 20 pm. 9 40pm (not Wed) 
Starohip Troopers Thu 6 30pm 9 39pm 
Tomorrow Never Dies Ipm. 3 50pm. 

6 40pm 9 jOpmmoiWed; 

ODEON LBC SQ (01 81 -31 5 4*1 5)^ ^ toe 
Sq Tomorrow Never Dies 1 2 25pm. 

3.Q5pm 5 50pm (noi Wecfj. B 35pm (not 
Wed) 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH {OiBl -31542161 

0 Marble Aren Alien: Resurrecfion 8.55pm 
(noi 'Wed) The Borrowers 12 1 5pm 220pm. 

4 25pm. 6 55pm fnol Wed; Cop Land Tue 
8 30pm George OIThe Jungle il 40am. 

1 jOpm.4 05pm 6 1 5pm {not WeiVfhu/ 
Home Alone 3 1 1 35am. 1 SEipm. 4.1 5pm. 

6 35 pm (nor wed) LA. Confldeofial 8 45pm 
(nwWed) Spiceworld - The Movie ipm. 

3 ;5c>m 0 10pm inti Wed; 840pm(nol 
Y7ed)Slarship Roopers Thu 6pm. 8 55pm 
TomorrowNever Dies 12 20pm. 3pm. 

6 05pm (not Wed;. 9pm mol Wed) 

ODEON MEZZANINE (0181 -3154215) 

^ tot Sq Bean 2 35pm. 4 35pm. 6 40pm 
incii Wedi. 9 U5pm (noi Wed) Face/Off 
2 15pm 5 20pm (rot Wed). 8 20pm (noi 
Wed i The Full Monty 12 50pm. 2 05pm. 

2 55pm 4 05pm 5 1 0pm (noi Wed). 6 10pm 
(nol'A'ed). 7 iopminutWed).8 20pm (noi 
Wert) 9 10pm mol Wed) The Tango Lesson 

3 I5pm 4 20pm. 6 30pm fnol Wed|. 8 45pm 
i noi Wed) 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE (0181 -3154220} 
©SarACoii Alien: Resurrecfion lo Thu 

8 45pm (noi Wed) The Borrowers IoTThj 
1 2 30pm. 2 30pm. 4 30pm (noi Wed) 

6 30pm (not Wed) Cop Land to 8 35pm 
George 01 The Jungle l o Thu 1 20pm 

3 45pm 6 1 5pm tnm Wed) Home Alone 3 lo 
Trtui240pm 3 10pm. 5 55pm inol Wed) I 
Know What You Did Last Summer f pm. 

5 )5pm 6Cl5pm!ni)(Wed) 3.40pm (noi 
V/ediLA. Confidential fo Thufl iSpmfnor 
Wei) Spiceworld - The Movie Ipro. 

3 rfrpm ogmiiwf Wed). 8 30pm fnol Wed) 
Starship Troopers Thu 6pm. 8 35pm 
Tomorrow Never Dios J 3' Iflpm. 3pm. 

5 50pm (not Wed). 8 40pm inol Wed) 

OD EON WEST END IU1 6 1-31 5 4221) 
OLeicSq Alien: Resurrection 1 i5pm. 
2pmmotThui 3 40pm 4 40pm (noi Thu l 
f, 1 0wn mot Wed) 7 IDjimlnolWedHtiut. 
a 45pin mot ‘Wed) 9 45pminoiWed/Thuj 
Starship Troopers Thu 1 45pm. 4 55pm. 

7 45pm 

PEPSI IMAX CINEMA <0045-600 0505) 
e Pic c Cue Across The Sea Ot Time - A 
New York Adventure (3D) to. Thu 

1 1 iftom 1 30pm 3 3(Jf>m. 5 30pm. 7 30pm. 

9 30pm also Fn 10 30am. 12 30pm 2.30pm 

4 30pm f. 30iim.63ljpin.l0 30cm. Wed 
in 3ft.ni 12 5upm 2 30pm 4 30pm. 

6 30[fln 5 30pm Beavers Fn 1 1 30am. Tue. 
Tlw:- 3C!|.m Wed 3 30pm Blue Planet to 

4 Mi iiu. 8 Jflpm Wed 1 1 30am. Inu 4 30pm 

10 %ni fn'. 30pm. 9 30pm Grand 
Canyon - The Hidden Secrets Wed l 30pm. 

•' 3fi|a-.i luc 12.30pm, Thu 10 30am.Fh 

-; Thrill Ride - The Science Of Fun 
to 1 0 Jtum f> 3fipm 1 0 30pm. Wed 
*, :.(ipin Thu 12 S Opm S ?0pm Fri 1 30pm. 

7 >.i|nv. 11 Sfiam 


Roll over, Torvill and Dean: 
the Royal Ballet takes to 
the ice (and narrowly 
avoids the trellis-work) In 
an unduly cramped revival 
of Sir Frederick Ashton’s 
60-year-old skating caper 

Photograph: Uurie Lewis 


PHOENIX CINEMA (0W 444 5789) e-Eas) 
Finctov Contact to Epm Grasse Polnte 
Blank Thu 9pm Hercules '.Ved/to 2 pm Tue 
l 30pm Keep The Aspkfistra Ftytng Tue 
2 1 5pm The Tango Lesson In Thu 2 10pm 
(not to). 4 25pm. 6 4flpm Things To Do in 
Denver When You're Dead Thu 6 30pm 
Wfide to 3 30pm. Wed 6pm . Thu 4pm Will It 
Snow For Christinas? Tue 5pm. Wed 4pm 

PLAZA (01714371234] ®-PiccCtfcTh8 
Borrowers 2.30pm |T)u). 4 30pm. 6 30pm. 

8 25pm (not Wed) Cop Land 1 30pm (Tnu) 
4pm. 6i0pm.B.4i)pmfniitWed|lKJiow 
What Ybn Did Last Summer 1 45pm (Thu). 
4.05pm. 6 20pm. 8 40pm [noi Wed) One 
Night Standi 40pm (Thu). 3 55pm. 6 20pm, 

8 45pm (noi Wed) 

RENOIR fOT7?-fl37S402) eRussdl Sq 
Kttchen (Wo A1 Chtrtang) loThu 1 35pm. 

3 55pm. d 15pm. S 40pm The Tango Lessee 
(o to 2pm. 4 15pm.6 30pni.8 50pm 

RIO CINEMA (01 71-254 6677) BR Oalston 
Kjngsiand The Borrowers lo Thu 2pm. 

4 15pm Chasing Amy to 8 40pm Close-Up 
Tue 6.30pm One Night Stand Tue 8 45pm. 

Wed 6 30pm PalookavUlBto7pm 

RITZY CINEMA (fll 7?-73?2l21l BR/0 
Brwon Altai : Resurrection 9 1 Opm in« 

Wed to) Austin Powers: Irtemaflonal Man 
Of Mystery to 7 iSpmt- fAr: Attacks' 
d 55pm|7heBomw8re Jljm(to). 1pm. 
opm. 5pm George Ot The Jingle 1 10pm. 
i 1 0pm. 5 1 0promw Wed) Grasse Parte 
Blank to 7 i5pm<-^ Blood Simple 9 05pm) 
Home AIdob 311 45aii(Tue),2f5pm, 

4 30pm .6 50pm I Know WhatYta Did Last 
Summer 9 ZOpniinoKoWedllfsA 
Womtahd LHe i 05pm. 3 35pm. 6 20pm 
HssMeGuldo 7pm, 920pm (Tue) LA. 
Confidential 9pm i noi Wed) Miracle On 34th 
Street to 10 30am Mrs Brawn 1 20pm Tim 
Burton's The Nightmare Before Christmas 
TuelO 30am Ml By Mouth Wed 5 10pmf + 

Fare 7 30pm| Starship froopers to 9 fflpm 
Tomorrow Narer Dies 3 55pm . 6 30pm. 

9 0f.pm(aot Wedi 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

lOl 71 -4B6 00361^ Baker Si The 
Borrowers lo Wed 3 30pm, 5 20pm. 7 i0pm, 
to 2 40pm. 4 55pm. 5.40pm The Full 
Monty to 9tro Starship Troopers Thu 

8 30pm Tomorrow Never Dies 3pm. 

6 10pm. 8 40pm (nut Wed) 

SCREENONTHEGREEN (0171-2283620) ! 
©■ Angf>l The Fall Musty? 40pm. 4. 40pm. 
b 5-0pm inol Tue). 9pm inol Wed] Shooting I 
Fish to 6 40pm 

SCREEN ON THENILLiOl 71 -435 3366) 

O' Belsize Ff H' s A Wonderfut LHe 3 20pm . j 

6pm.6 35pminot\Ved] ] 

UCI WHITELEYS 1Q1 71 -792 33321 I 

OBaypivsta Altai: Resurrection to 

9 35pm The Borrowers Tue l lam. 1 pm. 
3prTi.5pn-i.Wert 11 503m, 12 40pm 2 35pm, 

4 35pm to 12 4£pm 2 40pm. 4 35pm Cop 
Land lu Wert 6 30pm. 9 l0pm(nolW«0Tbe 
Full Monty to 7pm. Wed G 45pm George Of 
The Jungle 1 1 4S*n (to i. 2pm 4 20pm, 

6 40pm 9pm (noi Wed) Hercules to 
11 30am. Wed ii am Home Aloae 3 Tue 
12noon.22Qpm.4 4Cpm 705pm.WedfThu 
1 1 30am (Wed). 1 40pm, 4pm, 6 20pm I 
Know What You Did Last Summer Tue/to 
5 1 Opm (to). 7 30pm 9 50pm. Wed 


THEATRE 


Not much of a 
body... but 
great parts 

Jez Butter-worth's debut drama ‘Mojo’ took the 
Royal Court by storm in 1995, scooped an 
Olivier Award and has already been made into 
a movie, featuring Harold Pinter no less. 

Phil Johnson watched its first out-of-town staging, 
at the Bristol Old Vic. 

Resen’oir Dogs meets Espresso Bongo, or Absolute Begin- 
ners meets Glengarry Gita /toss? Whichever way you slice 
it, Jez Bunerworth’s Lale of small-lime Soho gangsters m 
the era of pop music's infancy boils down to a beguiling 
game of theatrical cross-talk in which, while the sum may 
mean less than its parts (and it does), the stage is held con- 
vincingly throughout and the machine gun rat-iat-iai of 
the characters' heroic swearing more than lakes the day. 

First seen at the Royal Court in the summer of 1995 
(and now re-worked into a soon-to-be-released movie), Mojo 
is receiving its British regional premiere in a new production 
(by lan Hastings) that proves quite triumphantly that But- 
terworth’s debut drama has the legs to sustain a life be- 
yond its initial modish success. That another set of legs - 
severed from their body - are on stage in a dustbin for much 
of the action only adds to the piquancy of the piece. 

With the benefit of a couple of years’ critical perspective, 
the world of Mojo now seems safisfyingly familiar. The gang- 
sters are out of Tarantino; the milieu is Colin Maclnnes giv- 
en a heft)' amphetamine spin; and the dialogue is a cocktail 
of Mamet's Chicagt* mixed with the home-brewed Lucozade 
of good old cockney curses. .All those Fifties British-movie 
cliches of zombie-like teenagers shaken into a trance by Amer- 
ican rock 'n' roll live again in the figures of coffee-bar tecn- 
idol Silver Johnny and the monstrous Baby, the son of sawn-off 
club owner Ezra (whose legs are in the bin). As far as Lhe 
plot goes. Silver Johnny has been kidnapped by a George 
Raft-like Mafia encroacher, arid the staff of Ezra's Soho dub 
are thus in a bit of a pickle. As in Reservoir Dogs, Macbeth 
or even Hairing for Godot, most of the real action occurs off- 
stage. and what remains is the cross-talk. And as in those il- 
lustrious examples, it's enough to bold the attention. 

Fittingly, it's the acting that takes the biscuit As the 
hopeless heavy. Potts, William Ely gives a bravura per- 
formance of quite outstanding quality. Initially holding the 
stage alone with his spar. Sweets {played with a brilliant- 
ly edgy comic force by Justin Shelvin), Ely plays the sweaty, 
speed-fuelled no-hoper to the hilt. Like the Three Stooges 
as re-worked by The Fast Show , Ely and Shelvin together 
make up a mad double-act - Rosencrantz and Gufl den- 
stem in loafers - whose energy carries the play beyond an 
often sorely tried suspension of disbelief. As Baby, Anton 
Saunders starts fitfully - basically, he’s bonkers -but grows 
throughout to become a convincingly chilling protagonist. 
Ross Boatman, as the Kray-like gangster Mickey, is per- 
haps less scary than the role demands, but the power of 
the ensemble is sufficient to see lhe play through. 

Ultimately, perhaps, Mojo represents a triumph of in- 
cidental detail over the long view. For future generations 
of teenagers cramming the exam test there’s little socio- 
logical detail about either the Fifties or the Nineties to get 
their teeth into. But if, in the end. the resolution of the plot 
counts for less than the brilliance of the dialogue that leads 
up to it, that’s fair enough: Buiterwortb has created a lan- 
guage for the theatre that teems with powerful images, both 
verbal and visuaL Mojo might be a three-minute single rather 
than an album, but that in itself is a recommendation. It’s 
one hell of a riff; the concept can come later. 

7o / 7 Jan, New Vic Studio. Tickets: OJ 17-987 7877 
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There may come a time when Mo 
Mowlam has to step down from 
the job of Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland. She may be 
worn down by the whole sonv 
business - improbable in a 
woman of her determination. 
Or her fate may be politically 
banal: a time for change in Tony 
Blair's Cabinet arrives, and he 
decides her skills would be bet- 
ter deployed in some other office. 
She may win (in a game where 
winning means advancing a few 
steps towards peaceful agree- 
ment). She may lose, and the 
process of round-table negotia- 
tion begun so tentatively this year 
collapses into bloody mayhem, to 
which Stormont's and London's 
only response will be contain- 
ment. to secure minim um levels 
of public safety. 

But one thing is clear those 
who call for her to quit now are 
making mere passing fools of 
themselves. There is no case for 
her resigning over this Maze 
killing, or in the immediately 
foreseeable future. On the con- 
trary: her good humour and will- 
ingness to cast a fresh eye over 



old in tradables are more than 
ever to be valued. One uf the 
more depressing aspects of the 
last few days has been ihis 
ludicrous, high-pilched squeak- 
ing of the word “Resign". 


Ms Mowlam has embarked on 
the correct response: to tackle se- 
curity implications, to examine 
the administration of the Maze 
Prison, but above all to keep that 
round table going. She has re- 
cently been attacked for paying 
too much heed to the voices in 
Dublin. Well, she has not listened 
lo ihe bizarre suggestion from 
Bertie Ahem that the peace 
talks should be transferred from 
Stormont to London or Dublin; 
bizarre, since it takes little wit to 
work out that any lasting political 
rapprochement must be made 
and guaranteed by Belfast’s 
political actors. 

Ms Mowlam's direct respons- 
ibility for the Maze Prison also 
needs careful weighing. As our 
Northern Ireland correspondent 
argued yesterday, the Maze 
Prison is no ordinary jail. Its gov- 
ernor needs to make compro- 
mises in order to protect prison 
staff; in order to respect con- 
ventions accepted, for better or 
worse, in the labelling and treat- 
ment of prisoners. But murder 
within a prison's walls is a para- 
dox too far. Ms Mowlam needs 


quickly to receive and publish a 
report on the killing of 
Wright that not only explains how 
it happened, but also recom- 
mends a new approach to run- 
ning the jail- 

Meanwhile it ill becomes 
Conservatives to let Sy at the Sec- 
retary of State since, whatever the 
situation in the Maze, it cannot 
be much different now from how 
it was on 1 May: indeed, it is at 
least arguable that the Tories are 
wholly responsible for the climate 
in the Maze; it has evolved almost 
exclusively under their steward- 
ship. Dr Mowlam’s Tory prede- 
cessor presided over the same 
system of visits and concessions 
for one good, if unpalatable, 
reason: that is the system that 
works in the circumstances of 
Ulster. Labour has a long way to 
go to gel anywhere near the 
Toiy record in presiding over jail- 
breaks subsequently disowned by 
Tory ministers. 

As for the Inla and the Loy- 
alist terrorists, the Government 
has few, if any. levers over splin- 
tered fractions of movements 
within movements. At best, it can 


seek to operate on them through 

repSed at the Stonaont 
talks; at worst, it has to live 
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blind the one-eyed maniskm& 
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the other day the hope that the 

peace process could bear issue by 
late spring- She knows results, 
real orsymbolic, have to be seen 
to flow relatively quickly or else 
the critical audiences behind in 
negotiators’ backs will start get- 
ting murderously restive. But 
she also knows that - to para- 
phrase the quiz-show host, once 
things have started, perhaps they 
have to finish. The stake placed 
by the DRA grows as the peace 
process proceeds; Unionist polit- 
icians, too. are starting to make 
elaborate calculations based on 
Oie longevity of their own part- 
icipation. factored by the quality 
and length of Sinn Fein’s pres- 



to do 

sponse to the t&e&PS 
Sian Fein 

sflent in its conversatgris wim 
Labour tos had good-caw* to 

governing didi& f™' 5 - 

^rsareforcedontoth^ 

back feet- Nowhere * . 

than in Northern Ireland, 

a handful of gpngsters can so ea*. 
3y call the shots. They [have nj 

nfteo randomly chosen. But 

Mowlam can bringsomethi^tp 

bear more powerful 
the deployment of troops pr 
forceful policing. She faces the 
New Year with the talks tout 

rocking, the crew mutinous. She 
deserves to be defended by both 
her supporters and her oppon- 
ents. Indeed, a grown-up Con- 
servative leader would be giving 

that support to her right now. 
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Victims in the dark 

Sin Your headline “Schizo- 
phrenic jailed for killing" (23 
December), gives a misleading 
impression of how mentally 
disordered offenders are dealt 
with. In these cases the of- 
fender is made the subject of a 
“restriction order" not a prison 
sentence. Rightly, such people 
become patients, (usually re- 
stricted in one of three high-se- 
curity special hospitals) not 
prisoners: and when they are 
cured, or no longer considered 
a danger, they are discharged, 
usually conditionally. During 
that period they may, when it is 
deemed appropriate, be con- 
fined in less secure accommo- 
dation before their eventual 
discharge. There is no way of 
knowing -if you are on the out- 
side -how long the period of 
confinement will be. 

This is of more than acade- 
mic interest for victims, or the 
families of victims, involved in 
the case, because once the of- 
fender becomes a patient there 
is virtually no hope of ever 
learning anything about his or 
her whereabouts or of any dis- 
charge plans, or applications to 
vary the “restriction order". 
Medical confidentiality is all- 
pervasive and the victim has no 
right to know. 

For families who have lost 
loved ones this is a cruel and un- 
fair system. If "their" offender 
had been dealt with under the 
criminal system they would be 
kept informed of key develop- 
ments in the custodial process. 
They would know roughly how 
long the prisoner would serve. 
They would be informed of 
any release plans and, if they 
wished, they could express their 
views. This system does not 
give them Lhe right to decide on 
questions of release - nor 
should it - but the process in- 
cludes them and acknowledges 
their involvement in what are al- 
ways traumatic cases. 

There have been real im- 
provements in the way that 
victims of crime are treated. 
Until fairly recently they were 
often treated appallingly. But 
for this group of people there 
have been no improvements 



in Your description of Antinous [left] as ‘a friend’ of Hadrian [right] (‘Revamped Louvre dusts off its fusty old image’, 19 December) is coy at best and misleading at worst While 
fadrian did not see much of his wife , h is love for Antinous is one of the great romances of antiquity. After the fatal accident in the Nile, the Emperor declared Antinous a god, 


Sin 

sent statues of him to every comer of the Roman Empire and founded a city, Antinoopolis, in his honour. - NICHOLAS PACKWOOD, Design Space and Society Research Unit, Uni- 


versity of Lancaster 


and their needs are still ignored 
even though they have suf- 
fered the loss of loved ones, of- 
ten in the most dreadful 
circumstances. 

PETER ANDERSON 
I'ictim Support Co-ordinator 
Llandrindod Wells, Potvys 

Dependency culture 

Sir David Aaronovitcb (“Con- 
servatism of the left - the siren 
voice that stifles change", 18 De- 
cember) has struck the right 
note.- 

I was a social worker for 23 
years and was involved with just 
about every aspect of human 
misery. I learnt that not only are 
the poor always with us, but 
some of them have every in- 
tention of remaining with us. 

Families with chronic per- 
sonal problems which infect 
the next generation, and the 
next, see a social worker as be- 
ing as much part of their ex- 
tended families as (heir 
grandparents and grandchil- 
dren. Social services depart- 
ments are locked into a 
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symbiotic relationship with 
them and therefore cannot 
bring about radical change for 
the belter. It is a system of mu- 
tual dependency. 

GPs. .sympathetic lo the 
shortcomings of some of their 
patients, admit them to the 
ranks of the disabled when, 
like Otto's cousin, they are un- 
fortunate but not unemployable. 

I am an ardent supporter of 
free libraries, the National 
Health Service, and free edu- 
cation. hut I am also in favour 
of (he personal dignity that 
comes with honest labour. It Ls 
a form of benevolent slavery to 
reduce able people lo perma- 
nent dependency. 

The way forward'? I don l 
have any quick cures. It's a start, 
though, if people like you arc 
prepared to voice unpopular 
views. 

JUNE N1CHOLLS 
Lichfield, Staffordshire 

Sin I would offer strong support, 
from persona! experience, of 
Polly Toynbee's statement that. 
“Taking away (benefit} entitle- 


ments from those who don't 
need them will cause an outcry, 
hut one the Government could 
face down, so long as it is crys- 
tal clear where the money is go- 
ing and why." (“ Beveridge's 
phoney system". 22 Decem- 
ber) 

Since a stroke three years 
ago. 1 am a disabled pensioner. 
Slate pension for my wife and 
self, plus attendance allowance, 
brings us several hundred 
pounds a month. But as I accept 
it. I see it as hardly more than 
1 pay in lax on my good voca- 
tional pensions. In effect, they 
give me back my own money, 
when a fairer society would 
still lake some contribution 
from me as one of the heller 
placed. 

Labour needs to use some 
form of income assessment as 
one of its took if it is to seek 
firmness. There are many oth- 
ers besides myself with other in- 
come over £12.000 or £15.10/ 
whose benefits, if they contin- 
ue. could be cut hy half or more. 
We might grumble, hut we 
ought lo he farther back in the 


queue - and we would still 
vote Labour. 

1 am concerned by the num- 
bers i if La hour supporters rush- 
ing to tell Tony Blair what he 
must not even consider. This is 
no way to get an effective review. 
DAVID KJNNERSLEY 
Chcsham. 

Buckinghamshire 

Sir: I was dismayed to see a 
paragraph about Ihe Clay Cross 
councillors' refusal to increase 
council house rents in the ear- 
ly 1970s included in your arti- 
cle “Sony history of corruption 
in local government" (20 De- 
cember). 

Those councillors were not 
corrupt. They stood by their 
principles at great personal 
cost. TTtcir behaviour may have 
been Canui e-like in the face of 
the tide of history then, hut they 
deserve honour, not opprobri- 
um. Some of us think they were 
right. 

Keeping social housing rents 
down to levels which can be paid 
hy families with only one earn- 
er in the lower income groups 


without means-tested housing 
benefit is the best, probably the 
only, way of tackling the de- 
pendency culture. 

Councillor TUFTY TURNER 
Mid Suffolk District Council 
Battisford. 

Suffolk 

Turkish democracy 

Sin Andrew Kevorkian's out- 
rageous claims about Turkey 
(Letters, 27 December) should 
not be left unchallenged. 

One should always begin by 
remembering the degree of tol- 
erance and religious freedom 
that existed within the Ottoman 
Empire. The fact that Jewish 
refugees, driven en masse from 
Spain by Ferdinand and Is- 
abella in 1492, settled in Ot- 
toman domains Is perhaps the 
best-known proof of that tol- 
erance. Things of course start- 
ed to go wrong in the Balkans 
towards the end of the 19th cen- 
tury. but here again we must be 
careful not to overlook half the 
picture: before 1S78 there were 
roughly as many Muslims as 


Bulgarian Orthodox in the ter- 
ritoiy of present-day Bulgaria. 
The emancipation of Bulgarians 
(as well as Greeks) meant the 
expulsion, murder, and subju- 
gation of Turks. 

As for the 20th century, it 
will not be wrong to say that, es- 
pecially after the Second Wbrid 
War and until the aaid-1970s, 
Turkey had a better record of 
democratic practices than 
Spain, Portugal and Greece 
(which were all under dictator- 
ships). 

This brings us to another im- 
portant point: how EU mem- 
bership helped secure 
democracy in these southern 
European states. Knowing that 
Turkey will never be admitted 
to the EU, a great majority of 
the population in Turkey expect 
the EU to at least share some 
of the country's problems and 
understand her concerns (over 
Cyprus, for example). The non- 
sense put forward by people like 
Mr Kevorkian may make even 
this impossible. 

SIN AN AKINAL 
Manchester 


London's dome 

Sir I note that the escalating 
cost of the Millennium Dotne 
project is now estimated at 
£750m- a bill aimed straight at . 
taxpayers, whether they like ft 
or not (“Dome planners add 
substance to style", 22 Decem- 
ber). . ’ 

It is a fact that the majority 
of national daily newspaper 
writers suffer a temporary •: 
blindness when out of sight of 
London Transport buses, and it 
is also a fact that the majority 
of the UK population doesnot 
live in the bottom right-hand ■ 
comer of the country. 

Bully for those who live in 
Greenwich, but what about the . 
rest of us, many of whom would 
like to see all hospitals fully op- 
erational and up to strength, 
would like to see their children’s 
schools raised to a consistent- 
ly high standard, and may not 
actually care too much for ad 
exhibition of “ideas"? Perhaps 
the “volumetrically bold" 
amount of our money could be 
invested in a more useful fash- 
ion ? 

The politicians may be lis- 
tening, but 1 feel fairly sure that 
they are not hearing. • 

MIKE FICKLING 
Huddersfield, W&sr Yorkshire 

The toddler Jesus 

Sir: Glad tidings! Miles Kington 
has taken up New Testament 
studies (16 December). But he 
is way off-target in suggesting 
that Maty's Boy Child would 
have made grown-up rem arks .. 
at the age of six months. Luke’s 
Gospel (2:46252) makes it quite 
clear that Jesus was a normal 
child who “grew both in body 
and wisdom" and asked ques- A 
lions rather than giving m-w 1 
swers. - - J - 

JOHN COUTTS 
Gravesend, Kent 

Freeze them out 

Sir: As the father of three 
teenage boys, I find it amaring . 
that no one has invented th6 
lockable refrigerator. . "= K. 

JAMES JACOBY wjV- 

St Hilary, Cornwall 






Yes, the Germans laugh, even at themselves. Funny about the English though 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Several years ago I became 
involved in a series of pro- 
grammes for Radio 4 called It’s 
a Funny Old World in which the 
producer Anne-Marie Cole 
and I looked at the national 
sense of humour of different 
countries. We thought that 
Germany would be one of the 
hardest subjects to tackle, as we 
suffered from the usual British 
conviction that the Germans 
have no sense of humour, but 
this turned out predictably not 
to be the case - among other 
things, the Germans have a 
strong sense of Schadenfreude 
in their jokes, a strong tradition 
of jokes about the people of 
Ostfriesland very reminiscent 
of our Irish jokes- and even an 
equivalent of our Essex jokes 


in the form of jokes about 
people who drive Manta cars. 

But the most unexpected 
thing we discovered was that 
the Germans watch the same 
funny film every year on New 
Year’s Eve. It lasts about 2fl 
minutes, it is called Dinner for 
One, James , and it is British. I 
have never seen it on British 
television, but every year on 
German TV it is shown to an 
audience lhaL knows every joke 
in it by heart and looks forward 
to seeing or hearing each gag 
again. There are only two char- 
acters in it. an aged lady and 
her butler, played by the half- 
forgoiten English comedian 
Freddy Frinton, who gets grad- 
ually drunker and drunker dur- 
ing the dinner, as he drinks ail 


the drinks poured out for che 
absent guests ... 

Now. this is obviously some- 
thing wc can all curl nur lip at. 
The wry idea of any nation be- 
ing content to watch the same 
little film at the same time every 
year - how desperately pre- 
dictable and unimaginative! 
The only snag in all this is that 
on at least two occasions 1 have 
encountered people who pos- 
sessed videos of Dinner For 
One, James, and I have watched 
it. and I think it is one of the 
funniest films 1 have ever seen, 
and Lhal if I had the chance to 
watch Freddy Frin ion's in- 
spired performance as the 
gradually intoxicated butler 
every year. I would leap at it. 
And that the Germans are to 


be envied for their good taste 
in humour. 

One of the items that Anne- 
Marie Cole dug up for our Ra- 
dio 4 programme on Germany 
was a recording of a German 
comedian called. I think. Lo- 
riot. who had done some rou- 
tines in English for Channel 4. 
One of them started more or 
Jess as follows: 

“Hello. My name is LorioL 
I suffer from what you would 
call a disability. You see. 1 urn 
German. Well, someone has to 
be ..." 

This is startlingly similar to 
the famous Bill Bryson open- 
ing, “I come from Des Moines. 
Iowa. Well, someone had to ..." 
but i think that the Loriot line 
is better, because it applies self- 


deprecatingly to a whole nation, 
and also because Germany 
plays a larger part in our na- 
tional awareness than Des 
Moines docs. 

In facL I remember lhal the 
Loriot routine went on to 
apologise for the unpopulari- 
ty of the Germans in a so- 
phisticated and rueful way that 
few British or .American co- 
medians could manage. Every- 
one resents the Americans 
abroad, in the same way that 
the British used to be resent- 
ed. though now that our pow- 
er has faded we are just Seen 
as quaintly irrelevant. But 
when did you ever hear an 
American comedian make fan 
of the image of the American 
abroad, the insensitive, igno- 


rant. linguistically challenged 
loud American abroad? When 
did you last hear a British co- 
median knock the British 
abroad? We British make jokes 
about the Germans abroad 
getting up at dawn and re- 
serving pool-side places with 
their towels, but when did you 
ever hear a British comedian 
make fun of the atrocious 
image presented by the British 
abroad? Including our 
obsequious habit of respecting 
towels laid down at dawn 
*N V imperialistic German 
families...? 

I gather there is a new 
smash hit Film in Germanv 
which does indeed look at the 
drunken and bad behaviour of 
the Bocfae abroad. I can’t re- 


member the name of the flint' 
but it seems to be very much ; 
like Men Behaiwg Badly in j 
Mallorca. If so, it sounds sus- 
piciously as if the Germans are 
capable of laughing at them- 
selves after alL This should wor-» ■ 
ry us. The British have always 
prided themselves on being 
able to make fun 'of them- 
selves, though the evidence 
for this has always been hard 
to find. Ii might be worrying if 
the Germans turn out to be bet- 
ter at it. jX- 

Meanwhile, couldn’t we be^jL'. . 
shown Dinner For One, Jantes^Sr . 
on British TV, if only once?. J 
don’t like to think of the-i 
mans being offered fui 
programmes than us every] 
on New Year’s Eve, 
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Why Blair will soon invite 
Ashdown into the Cabinet 



DONALD 

McIntyre 

ON THE CENTRE-LEFT 
CONVERGENCE 


When Tony Blair used lo say, semi-privately, 
before the election that he would be more 
radical than people expected him to be, no 
one quite knew what he meant. Radical in 
the traditional, liberaJ-Ieft sense: or radical 
as Margaret Thatcher meant it? Eight 
months on, he is entided to feel he has start- 
ed to answer that question. Whether or not 
you use the term “radical centre", as some 
BJairires do, it is not a radicalism of the righL 

The sweeping reforms in education and 
health are designed to deliver better public 
services, not stimulate the use of private care. 
Even welfare reform, the toughest element 
of his programme, is designed to generate 
more public foods where-rbey are needed, 
not shrink the state, as the Tbatcherites 
wanted - and want - to do. 

And on constitutional reform, be has been 
unquestionably radical in a liberal sense - 
moving foster and farther than seemed 
likely to many doubters. Governments with 
large majorities have not been in the habit 
of devolving or sharing power. 

Yet polling day for the Scottish Parliament 
wfll happen in May 1999. Elections for a Lon- 
don mayor, in its own way more of a gen- 
uinely Blairite innovation, since it wasn't even 
on Labour’s agenda until he became leader, 
wtfl take place in 2000. The White Paper on 
the incorporation of the European Con- 
vention of Human Rights builds into the 
British constitution a new and historic check 
on the the power of the executive. More un- 
expectedly, the Cabinet has approved a free- 
dom of information measure which is 
significantly more liberal than it might have 
been. Blair Gist brought leading Liberal De- 
mocrats into a joint cabinet committee on 
constitutional reform. Then he granted pro- 
portional representation for the 1999 Eu- 
ropean elections, and followed up by 
underpinning his promise of a referendum 
on electoral reform for the Commons by ap- 
pointing the Jenkins commission lo come up 
with an alternative voting system. In doing 
so, he showed at the very least that he is ready 
for the country to decide whether it wants 
to change the way it elects its government, 
it is safe to assume that he has not set up a 
high-powered cabinet committee on Lords 
reform without fully intending to push 
through foe changes which an unholy alliance 
between Michael Foot and Enoch Powell 
forestalled in the late Sixties. 

This is a familiar catalogue. But whether 
or not you agree with all the items on it, you 
can't really deny that it adds up, after just 
eight months, to a pretty formidable pro- 
gramme for constitutional chaise. And it also 
has consequences for the future shape of 
party politics. It demonstrates, first of all that 
on political reform Blair, though notably not 
himself a constitutional obsessive, has been 
prepared not just to think the convention- 
ally unthinkable, but to do i L Which in it- 
self suggests that he could go farther still, if 
he has proved that he meant what he said 
about so much else, perhaps we should be 
re-examining some of the other things be has 


beca saying. A good starting-point is his con- 
ference speech in Brighton in October. In 
o relatively short sectioQ on constitutional 
reform he acknowledged that “some of you 
are a bit nervous about what I am doing with 
the Liberal Democrats". Then, unrcpeni- 
a nfly, he added: “Since this is a day for hon- 
esty, JTI tell you: my heroes aren't just Ernie 
Bevin, Nye Bcvan and Attlee. They are also 
Keynes, Beveridge, Lloyd George. Division 
among radicals almost 100 years ago resulted 
in a 20th century dominated by Conserv- 
atives. I want the 21st century to be the cent- 
ury of the radicals.** 

I suspect that the significance of this pas- 
sage has been greatly underestimated Jt was 
the clearest sign yet that Blair is fundament- 
ally unsympathetic (as his third Liberal hero 
Lloyd George was) to the wastefulness of two 
parties competing for the same territory in 
the centre and centre left Particularly when 
nothing any more separates them ideolog- 
ically. More important, it suggests that the 
unprecedented decision to bring Paddy 
Ashdown and his colleagues into a cabinet 
committee at the heart of government - 
which, interestingly, happened with scarcely 
a murmur of protest m either party - is merely 
part of a bigger picture. 

This doesn't necessarily mean a merger, 
at least in the foreseeable future. For the mo- 
ment, the deep tribalism in the many parts 
of their parties that neither of them have yet 
reached would probably militate against it. 
But the logic of his conference speech does 
point rather clearly to something else: bring- 
ing some of the best Liberal Democrats into 
the Government well before the next gen- 
eral election. 

If - and for a few hours it seemed a pos- 
sibility- Blair had immediately after the elec- 
tion offered Paddy Ashdown the job of, say. 
Northern Ireland Secretary, and Meazies 
Campbell Defence, it would have been a hard 
offer to refuse. Here would have been two 
able men. deeply sympathetic to the Blair 
programme, having taken up politics because 
they wanted to do thing s rather than just say 
them, having the prospect of office dangled 
before them at long last Probably they would 
nevertheless have regretfully declined What 
could their party claim it had secured in 
return? It did not, even then, have a guar- 
antee of proportional representation for the 
European Parliament, a change which would 
strengthen its base, but which David Steel 
bad been humiliatingly denied in return for 
propping up the Callaghan government in 
the late Seventies. That picture has now 
altered quite substantially: true, they still do 
not have their precious Commons PR - 
though they are closer to electoral change 
than they have ever been. And nobody can 
look back at that list of constitutional ad- 
vances and deny that real progress has been 
made. What reasons, other than those of 
sheer tribalism, would now justify the stub- 
born refusal of office? My guess is that Blair 
is now impatient to gather together the col- 
lective anti-lory forces, while he is ahead. All 
the theological discussion over electoral sys- 
tems has always been subordinate in his mind 
to how best to keep the Tbries out of office 
for a long, long time. He likes Ashdown. He 
has no patience for false arguments between 
politicians whose world view is fundament- 
ally similar. Ji follows that if the 21si cent- 
ury is lo be the “century of the radical", as 
the 20th was that of the Conservatives, the 
two parties of the centre left will have to stun 
reuniting at the end of (bis century, just as 
they split in two al the beginning of it. The 
first step wfll surely be Liberal Democrats 
in the Cabinet Maybe it won’t happen in the 
next reshuffle, though it could. But some time 
sood, quite possibly next year. Paddy Ash- 
down and a handful of his colleagues will 
surely get the chance to decide whether they 
want to continue nudging - and sometimes 
shouting - from the sidelines, or influence 
a Blair government from within. 



On message: the images of Disney world are an affirmation of American ideals. Must Peter Martdelson, too, get down and vulgarise? 

Mickey’s real lesson for Mandelson: 
the American dream isn’t British 



DAVID 
WALKER. 
HOWTO FILL 
THE DOME 


In the middle « if Disneyworld. 
the most artificial, unauthcmic 
place on earth, there is a 
diner called L Origin ale 

Alfredo di Roma Risioranle. 
Think about it. 

The menu is Italian going on 
eclectic. You can eat fettucini 
and grouper Veneziana. The 
fish is not caught within three 
thousand miles of the Adriat- 
ic and you can travel from 
Palermo to Perugia and never 
once see fettucini on hi curtu di 
giomo - nor in Rome since 
Alfredo, its inventor, never got 
closer lo Italy than Lower 
Twelfth Street. 

His eponymous ristoniurc. 
where diners are serenaded by 
fake opera singers, is in Epcoi. 
the fti lure -oriented twin of Dis- 
ney's Magic Kingdom, the two 
fabulous cities making up 
Walt's Florida world. 

It is a world where, to he fair 
to Disney’s corporate bosses, 
gay employees can now get 
health insurance and other 


benefits for their partners, 
despite the hostility of Ameri- 
can Baptists and other apostles 
of Christ's love on earth. Yet it 
is also a spick-and-span world 
where dirt, sex, bad language, 
drink and most of the other en- 
gines of human pleasure are 
banned or frowned upon. My 
abiding memory is of the per- 
son employed lo march along 
behind the elephant in one of 
the many precisely timed dai- 
ly processions armed not just 
wilh a bucket instantly to re- 
move elephant muck but also 
wilh a gtanl aerosol can im- 
mediately to waft away any 
him of unfitting odour. 

Epcoi is where, this week, 
our Dome Secretary. Peter 
Mandelson. is visiting. He 
needs idca> for filling the Great 
Space of Greenwich. His trip 
ought to be public money well 
spent. The Disney experience 
is the NEC-plus-ultra of theme 
parkery, the standard against 
which your Pare Aster tic. 
Knott's Beny Farm, and .Alton 
Towers have still to be mea- 
sured. 

Epeot's (heme was once the 
Future but now includes the 
Environment and the World - 
or at least those images of the 
future and the external world 
that can secure corporate spon- 
sorship while fining the Disney 
world view. 

In the space of a few yards, 
you can visit the cascades of 
Norway and a Moroccan 
easbuh. enter a circular cinema 
showing the national beauties 
of C anada, witness the Foun- 
tain of Nations water ballet, 
pilot a teenager’s bruin, get 
shrunk to the s use of a blood cell 
and watch a film about the de- 


veloping foetus cut so as not to 
offend the aforementioned 
Baptists, and all the while im- 
bibe tons of corporate public- 
ity for Kodak. AT&T and 
General Motors. 

Epcoi. in other words, is a 
palace of polymorphism, syn- 
cretism's sacred site - while re- 
maining every inch and every 
minute as American as apple 
pie. Epcot is the world as sani- 
tised. packaged and dispos- 
able. It is one of the most 
passive leisure experiences in 
the world, sitting or standing. 

Yei Greenwich, if it is going 
to get anywhere near succeed- 
ing. will have to borrow deeply 
from Disney. And Wall has 
much to teach in terms of 
branding, merchandising and 
repeal visits. If he is going to 
learn those lessons Peter Man- 
delson will have to get closer to 
America in spirit than sitting 
close to Paul Johnson - (he 
Americans' apostolic advocate 
in Britain - at dinner. 

What lessons should the 
Minister without Portfolio car- 
ry home with him from semi- 
tropical Orlando? There is 
climate, for a start: Greenwich 
has to be made as weatherproof 
as possible. If an army march- 
es on its stomach, tourist 
crowds aeed to be fed. in gaudy, 
eheap and above all fast restau- 
rants. The food at Disneyworld 
may taste the same but you do 
not have to go far to gel it nor 
wait long for service. 

Disney depends on corpo- 
rate sponsorship and Peter 
Mandelson’s anxiety will sure- 
ly be w hether British capitalism 
I forever letting socialists down } 
can hack it in the way Ameri- 
can global corporate giants 


A glimmer of hope in Africa's slide away from freedom 





PAUL 
. VALLE LY 

ON KENYA’S 
ELECTIONS 


\ ?ty^whentheyjailedafriendof 
’ ’ rnme. the editor of an innocuous 
church magazine in. Nairobi, that 
- I Sfa realised just how corrupt 
“^dangerous was the regime of 
^ Kenyan president, Daniel 
arapMoi. My friend was a Kenyan 
'/ rcmoa probity who bad dared 

10 criticise the dictator in the 
of Terms. Thai was almost 
■\ ^ decade ago and it set the seaL 

a raft of evidence about 

> me malign influence of the man 
^^Wiaviour had already led 
.^kourymen to coin the term 


“paramoia”. In those days the 
British government refused to ac- 
cept the growing evidence for fear 
of losing 3 useful trade advantage. 
In 1988. when she visited Kenya. 
Margaret Thatcher, the then Prime 
Minister, condemned as “un- 
British" suggestions such as mine 
that not all might be well with Mofs 
regime. Since then the evidence has 
grown inescapably- Whatever the 
outcome today when the results are 
declared in tire election in which 
Moi has stood for a fifth term of 
office, the country which was once 
the jewel in the post-colonial 
crown is exposed as a miasma of 
corruption, fawouritisn, patronage 
and worse, 

Moi’s insidious fingers control 
the police, courts and media. 
Rape, beating; and mob killings are 
his tools; torture of political pris- 
oners and criminal suspects is 
routine, according to Amnesty. The 
UN today' ranks Kenya as the third 
most corrupt country in the world: 
a massive fraud involving fictitious 
exports of gold has reached right 
io the heart of gcMjmmcnt and cost 
the nation the equivalent of IN per 
cent of its annual GDR Kenya s 
failure to deal with corruption led 
the IMF to suspend a S216m Joan 
agreement last July- 

" What is it with Africa. In next 


door Zambia the country’s former 
leader. 73-year-old Kenneth Kaun- 
da, languishes in jail by order of his 
successor. Nigeria suffers under the 
tyranny of generals. Elsewhere 
the continent is everywhere in 
the grip of rfvfl war or the after- 
math of iL In Malawi and the for- 
mer Zaire populations are coming 
to the hard realisation that life af- 
ter a despot is not much easier than 
before. Even in liberated South 
Africa increasngh’ tieconsolaie cii - 
izens arc wondering when real 
change will come in their daily lives. 

We know pan of the answer. 
These were countries which were 
01-prepared for independence by 
a colonial ism which left them with 
imbalanced economies and an in- 
adequate civil service. Next nature 
heaped on the challenge < »f chmaic 
change and excessive population 
growth. And then a one-sided 
system of international finance has 
added to all that manipulative 
terms of trade, an oppressive bur- 
den of debt and the the loll-or-curv 
pace of IMF-policed economic 
structural adjustment. 

But there is more to it than Hut. 
The colonial period was no brief 
lo develop in most Africans aity- 
thing more than the most tenuous 

instinct for what dciwcracy is 

about. It not helped by t tit- 


er inviction in the early days of in- 
dependence that the one-party 
state was the solution t< < ethnic ri- 
valries inside the naii< mat b< 'uml- 
arics which the Europeans had met 
in Berlin lo draw across the con- 
tinent: there are 40 tribes in Kenya 
alone. 

Bui The Party proved a passport 
to the patronage which might 
have been effective within the 
tribe but which descended into cor- 
rupt ion within the slate. The West 
tolerated the fact because power- 
ful dictators like Mobutu in Zaire 
and Mot in Kenya were a bulwark 
against the spread of Communism. 
Bui with the end < »l the Cold War 
the nations which a xilroiled the aid 
purse strings began to demand 
multi-party democracy. The con- 
cept was si f alien lo many Africans 
that in Zambia a large number of 
voteiMhiuighl that Multi-Party was 
actually the name of the 
party which was t« ' oust the ruling 
Unip party. 

Even so. when Unip and its 
founder. Dr Kennelh KaunUa. 
were defeated, the father of the na- 
lion:t«.vpfeJ the judgemenl of the 
electorate and stepped down. It 
was greeted as a victory tor the de- 
mocrat ie pn'ccsshui the reji iking 
was premature. Kaunda’s sueves- 
snr as president. Frederick 


Chiluha. is demonstrating a grow- 
ing authoritarianism which is dK- 
o.itkvninc. Elsewhere, in Uganda. 
President Museveni lias won the 
endorsement > ■( the West for his 
"good ci wemanev" strategy to re- 
speci human rights, stamp out ror- 
rupiion. and clean up his 
administration. yet he too refuses 
to allow other political parties lo 
campaign in the country . 

It ougftr to hate been easier for 
Kenya and Nigeria, with their 
greater wealth and expertise. But 
l Ik »e advantages have been steadi- 
ly thrown away hy consistently bad 
government. President Moi has 
amassed a fortune lo rival the £5bn 
stolen Irom the people by his 
leopard-skin halted friend Mobu- 
tu i m such a scale that a new word 
was invented for this style of gov- 
ernment - kleptneracy. 

Moi ah* > indulges in personal ex- 
travagances- like a £52m personal 
jet filled out in white leather. Bui 
politically he has been more sup- 
ple. In response to pressure from 
Webern aid donors he introduced 
multi-pant elections in l**C. and 
then smothered the opposition in 
rules that Jistotied the spirit of 
democracy. That year he also vir- 
tually destroyed ihe Kenyan 
shilling by priming S23flm worth 
i >1 unstippi iitcd extra banknotes to 


finance his campaign. He subse- 
quently reneged on reforms 
promised in the run-up to the 1 992 
elections. 

Yet. tragically, one of the factors 
which has aided him most has been 
the inability of the opposition to 
civordinate against him. An um- 
brella group, the Forum for the 
Restoration of Democracy, which 
had enjoyed majority support, 
split into rival factions when it came 
to selecting a candidate to oppose 
Mol .As in South .Africa, it has been 
only the churches w hich hav e held 
together the opposition, monitor- 
ing human righis abuses and call- 
ing for free speech and 
accountable government. Their 
reward has been attacks on the An- 
glican Cathedral by riot police with 
tear gas and savage duhbings. 

Yet South Africa also holds a 
model tor a solution. It does not 
just benefit from a more developed 
economy and dvfl society and a 
larger middle class. It also has a 
helpful demographic. Though the 
.ANC is the dominant party, the 
’ Western Cape is run by the Na- 
tional Parly and KwaZulu/Natal is 
under the control of lnkaiha. li has 
had. perforce, lo learn the politics 
of opposition. But it is a lesson 
which the rest of .Africa can only 
leant for itself. 


can. when they choose, put on 
a fine show. 

It would be easy to say the 
Mr Mandelson is going lo have 
to get down and vulgarise. De- 
spite his appearances on the ter- 
races at Hartlepool United, he 
does not come across as one of 
nature’s lads. The Ministry of 
Sound is the epitome of cool 
compared with Disney. Lady 
Caria Powell and her pals won't 
approve of some of the erowd- 
pleaseis the minister is going lo 
have to import. 

Yet the thing about Dis- 
neyworld, and especially Epcoi. 
is the way the experience mix- 
es an almost Reithian desire to 
educate and inform the mass- 
es with relentless pandering to 
lowest common cultural de- 
nominators. Ii is also, perhaps 
inevitably', a relentless cele- 
bration of the United States of 
America and all its 20th century 
works. 

Under Epeot’s domes you 
can see characters from The 
Liu n King (a Disney movie, 
needless to say) roar in a spe- 
cially made childrens film about 
the environment. There is an- 
other film called The Making of 


Me which has “sensitive 
footage" - it would need to be 
in abortion-conscious America 
- of the developing foetus. 

“Spaceship Earth", inside a 
ISDft-tall silver geosphere, of- 
fers visitors the chance to dis- 
cover “innovative interactive 
communications" (sponsored 
by AT&T). In “Hooey, ( shrank 
the audience" - presented by 
Kodak - visitors can play with 
cameras and screens and pro- 
duce their own 3-D adventure. 
Just as American television 
advertising is, by and large, 
unironic. direct and the crud- 
est of selling pitches, so Disney 
gives you the message straight: 
this is the greatest counuy in the 
world with a greater future 
ahead of it. People gladly pay 
for such self-affirmation 

There's Peter Mandelson’s 
problem. He does not just lack 
Mickey's ears or the faith in and 
love for technology shown by 

Mickey's countrymen. With- 
out some sheen of British na- 
tional and nationalistic 
self-confidence Greenwich will 
not offer anything like the style, 
consistency and profitability of 
the Disney experience. 
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Housing data boosts 
hopes of soft landing 
for economy in 1998 


Hopes for a soft landing 
for the economy in 1998 
received a boost 
yesterday after the 
UK’s biggest mortgage 
lender said the housing 
market was poised for a 
slowdown, while new 
figures showed business 
failures were at a seven- 
year low. Diane Coyle and 
Michael Harrison report. 

Halifax joined the other lenders 
in forecasting that house prices 
would rise more slowly in the 
next year. It predicted yesterday 
that house price inflation would 
drop from 6 per cent in 1997 to 
around 5 per cent in 1998 and 
4 per cent the following year. 
Nationwide, the biggest build- 
ing society, believes growth will 
fall even more sharply, from 
12.6 per cent this year to 7 per 
cent in 1998. 

Hopes that the economy is 
gliding towards a gentle slow- 
down got a boost from separate 
figures showing that the num- 
ber of British businesses going 
bust fell to a seven-year low in 
1997. The figures, published by 
the business information group 
Dun & Brads tree t, showed that 
36,368 businesses failed this 
year- a drop of nearly 5,000 on 
1 996 and the lowest level of fail- 
ures since 1990. 

Philip Mellor, a senior ana- 
lyst at Dun & Bradstreet, said: 
“Provided there is no substan- 
tial downturn in the economy, 
the country’s annual tally of 
business casualties will be back 
to pre-recessionary levels by the 
millennium.'' 

The steep fall in the number 
of businesses going to the wall 
in 1997 came as a surprise. 


After a sharp reduction in 1994, 
the decline in the failure rate ap- 
peared to have reached a 
plateau at around the 40,000 
mark. But there was a marked 
slowdown in the number of 
business Mures as the year went 
by with the figures dropping 
from more than 10,000 in the 
first quarter to under 8,000 in the 
last three months of the year. 

Most predictions for the 
housing market are, like fore- 
casts for the economy as a 
whole, converging on a soft 
landing. Halifax’s forecast for 
house prices during the next year 
- with a regional range of 3 to 
8 per cent - is close to recent 
predictions from Nationwide 
and the Council of Mortgage 
Lenders (CML). The CML put 
the next year's increase at 5-6 per 
cent, while Nationwide opted for 
7 per cent. 

However, this near-consen- 
sus disguises a sharp difference 
between the two big lenders as 
to what has happened during 
1997. According to Halifax, 
house price inflation in the UK 
did not exceed 7.2 per cent at 
any point in 1997. 

But according to new Dec- 
ember figures from Nationwide, 
prices increased by 0.8 per cent 
during the month to take the an- 
nual rate to 12.6 per cent. While 
the upward trend has slowed, its 
recorded UK average house 
price has now reached £62,037. 

Paul Sanderson, head of re- 
search, said: “The market has 
come off the boil recently.” 
The outlook for 1998 depended 
on the severity of the economic 
slowdown, he said. 

City economists are inclined 
to split the difference, saying 
house prices probably climbed 
by around 9 per cent in 1997. 
Comprehensive Department of 
the Environment figures wiD not 


be published until well into the 
new year. 

Halifax’s new report says 
the idea there has been a boom 
is a misleading generalisation 
based on a few areas in London. 
“There Has been no evidence in 
1997 of any ‘ripple’ effect away 
from London of this faster 
growth in house prices," it says. 

"Sustainable, healthy reco- 
very" is both its prognosis for 
the housing market in 1998 
and its diagnosis for the past 12 
months. 

“No move back to housing 
boom and bust is likely," the re- 
port says. It adds: "If inflation 
in the economy generally re- 
mains at or around current 
levels, this 1960s pattern might 
well characterise the UK hous- 
ing market not only in 1998 and 
1999 but also for the early years 
of the new mill ennium." While 
Nationwide agrees that de- 
mand has weakened, it foresees 
a continuing recovery with a 
"ripple” out to other regions. 

Aside from this disagree- 
ment, the pattern of the recov- 
ery so far is reasonably dear. As 
Halifax's report notes, borne 
sales has been steady at around 
120,000 a month. 

The annual total of 1.45 
milli on is well up from the 
1995 low of 1.1 million but 
well below the peak of 1.7 mil- 
lion in the late 1980s. The re- 
covery in the number of 
transactions has come about de- 
spite the fact mortgage rates 
have been rising since May. 

Halifax’s mortgage rate has 
climbed from 7.25 per cent at 
the start of 1997 to 8.7 per cent 
at the end of the year. Its 1998 
forecasts are based on the as- 
sumption that the level of in- 
terest rates will rise by another 
half to three-quarters of a point 
Outlook, Page 23 


On watch: Jureck Piasecki, chairman of the jeweller Goldsmiths, said sate were 
up but it was still tough on the high street Photograph: Tom Pilston 

Last-minute shoppers dispel 
some of the retail gloom 


The outlook for high street 
sales brightened yesterday as 
two retailers released upbeat 
Christmas trading statements, 
suggesting the recent gloom 
about the sector had been 
overdone. 

Littlewoods, the mail order 
and department store group, 
said it had seen a late im- 
provement in the run-up to 
Christmas. In the three weeks 
to December 27, sales in its 
retail division improved by 
15 per cent over the same 
period last year. In the nine 
weeks to Christmas, however, 
sales were up just 6 per cent. 

Barry Gibson, chief exec- 
utive, said the figures were ev- 
idence that, spurred on by 
longer opening hours and 
prompt home delivery by mail 
order firms, customers were 
leaving their Christmas shop- 
ping to the last minute. "The 
consumers will shop when 


they want to shop.” he said. 

All of Littlewoods’ growth 
came from its mail order busi- 
ness. which showed a 24 per 
cent increase in sales in the 
three weeks in December. Sales 
in the high street stores actu- 
ally fell by I per cent during the 
same period as Littlewoods 
tried to protect its margins by 
abandoning discounting. 

Meanwhile Goldsmiths, 
the jeweller, reported that in 
the four weeks to 27 Decem- 
ber sales at its 139 high street 
outlets increased by 17.3 per 
cent. Sales from comparable 
stores were up 73* per oenl on 
the previous year. 

Chairman and chief exec- 
utive Jurcek Piasecki S3id the 
figures did not necessarily 
show that sales would be 
better than expected across 
the board. "We’re outper- 
forming the sector.” he said. 
"It’s very difficult on the high 


street.” Goldsmiths’ shares 
put on 1 25p to close at 275p. 

Industry experts said the 
figures showed investors had 
been overly pessimistic about 
the sector. “When retailers say 
sales are slow they probably 
mean against budget, not 
against the previous year,” 
said Clive Vaughan of Verdict, 
the research group. "We’re 
still confident that December 
1997 will represent sales 
growth over December 1996.” 

The risk, however, is that 
retailers who expected a 
Christmas bonanza will be left 
with too much stock, which 
then has to be discounted. 
The effect is expected to be 
particularly pronounced for 
seasonal goods like clothing, 
which were caught out by the 
weather, and electrical goods, 
where sales have fallen back 
after the windfall buying spree. 

- Peter Thai Larsen 


International banks extend loans 
to South Korea to ease crisis 


The worlds largest banks are 
poised to extend some of the 
$IOObn (£63bn) of outstanding 
loans to South Korea, in an 
attempt to stop the crisis from 
spiralling across the world’s 
financial markets. As Chris Godsmaric 
in London and Stephen Vines in 
Hong Kong report, the talks came 
as Korea agreed to make 
sweeping financial reforms. 


The series of meetings held in the world’s 
big financial centres yesterday fuelled 
speculation that lenders were preparing to 
extend loans to South Korea. The discus- 
sions follow mounting fears that Korean 
banks will default on foreign currency loans, 
which have soared in value after the col- 
lapse of the country’s currency, the woo. 

The US central bank, the Federal Re- 
serve, held separate meetings in New York 
with US and foreign lenders in an attempt 
to quantify their exposure to Korea. Most 
loans are thought to be short term, lasting 
up to 12 months, and analysts suggested 
they could be rolled over by between a fur- 
ther three months and a year. The exten- 
sion would provide a breathing space 
while the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) arranged up to $60bn of financial 
help for South Korea. 

Representatives from UK banks held 
separate meetings in London, led by 
HSBC, which has assumed a coordinating 
role. HSBC said it would be rolling over 
loans maturing in January which would have 
been extended “in the normal course of 
business” but a spokeswoman emphasised 
that the hank had not yet agreed to extend 
ail its Korean loans. 


THE BIG LENDERS 

Loans to South Korea by overseas 

banks at end of 1996 


Japan 

$24.3bn 

Germany 

$10.0bn 

United States 

$9.4bn 

France 

$8.9bn 

United Kingdom 

$5.4bn 

Total loans 

S99.5bn 


Source: Bank for International 
Settlements 


German banks, the most heavily exposed 
to Korea after Japan's, confirmed they had 
held talks with the Bundesbank and the 
German finance ministry. Deutsche Bank, 
which is leading the German talks, pledged 
to "safeguard the stability of the interna- 
tional financial system”. Meanwhile, some 
10 Japanese banks met in Tokyo and were 
also thought to have agreed to extend 
credits to Korea. 

According to figures issued by the Bank 
for International Settlements (BIS), out- 
standing loans by private financial institu- 
tions to South Korea at the end of 1996 
amounted to about $995bn, with those from 
Japanese firms at $24_3bn. 

German and French banks have most to 
lose if Korean finance houses default on 
forego commercial debt. Lenders in the two 
countries built up much of their exposure 
from 1993, attracted by spectacular growth 
rates in the tiger economies in Asia com- 
pared with recession in their home markets. 

Salomon Brothers, which is advising the 
Korean authorities on the crisis, estimated 
that Banque Nationale de Paris (BNP) had 


leant up to S25bn to the Ear East, including 
Korea, while Deutsche Bank's exposure was 
$22bn, or 10 per cent of its total lending. 

Matthew Czepliewicz, banking analyst 
with Salomon Brothers in London, said the 
crisis could hit European banks' profits next 
year. "They have extremely low bad debt 
provisions at the moment so it wouldn't take 
much to upset their earnings growth”, but 
he suggested this left room to cover pro- 
visions if Korean businesses were unable 
to pay their debts. 

As bankers gathered to play their role 
in relieving the Korean crisis, legislators in 
Seoul finally started to bite ibe bullet on 
passing the legislation required to comply 
with the IMF's tough terms for its bail-out. 
Last week, the IMF said it would acceler- 
ate the handover of the first SIGbn of aid 
if Korea implemented reforms. 

Working against a light timetable they 
tackled 13 financial reform bills and 
reached agreement on the most contro- 
versial which will bring supervision over the 
banking, securities and insurance industry 
under one agency. They also agreed to scrap 
the ceiling on foreign ownership of South 
Korean shares. The optimism was reflect - 
ed in the foreign currency markets yester- 
day where the Korean won continued to 
gain ground, ending the day at 1.395 
against the US dollar, compared with Fri- 
day’s close of 1,498. The won had touched 
a low point of 2,000 just before Christmas. 

Korean equity markets were unable to 
react to the new mood yesterday because 
the stock market was clewed. However, the 
Tbkyo stock market, preoccupied with its 
own concern about insolvencies, slumped 
at one stage to its lowesL point in two and 
a half years. The key Nikkei 215 index, how- 
ever, only fell 0.2 percent, after recovering 
from a 300 point fall in early trading. 
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BT woos business users with international discounts 


British Telecom will today announce price 
cuts of 15 per cent for international calls 
made by many high-spending business 
customers, in the latest bid to stem the 
erosion of overseas call cusiomers. 

A new tariff package, called BT Key 
Countries, will be launched on 1 January 
giving 15 per cent discounts on existing 
prices paid by companies for calls to 10 
nominated destinations, out of 30 possible 
choices. The scheme applies to businesses 
paying between £1.000 and £10,000 a 


quarter for calls, though BT said numbers 
eligible to take part were "commercially 
confidential.” The scheme costs £7 JO a 
quarter for each country nominated. 

The reductions, which come on cop of 
existing discount offers, would cut the low- 
est possible price of a call to the US to 1 Up 
a minute, compared with a standard tariff 
price of 20-lp. and the cost of a call to 
France. Germany or Holland to I3.8p, 
against 242p on BTs standard tariff. A 
spokesman also declined to reveal the cost 


of the price cuts to BT though they are 
thought to be in the low millions of pounds. 

The move means BT has in effect 
abandoned quoting a standard tariff price 
for corporate customers after lasing busi- 
ness to new rivals such as Colt and Esprit. 
BT has been increasingly concerned at price 
comparisons made by competitors against 
its standard tariff, which excludes the 
many discount packages. A spokesman said 
standard tariffs were now "irrelevant”. 

- Gins Godsmaric 


Actuaries warn of rising 
cost of pensions 

The pensions industry is facing a bleak outlook in 1998. with 
further moves expected by the Government to remove lax 
breaks for retirement saving, according to Lane Clark & Pea- 
cock. a leading firm of actuaries. It said the cost of pensions 
had already risen by a quarter over the past five years be- 
cause people were living longer and interest rales were lower. 
It estimated that the removal of advance corporation tax by 
the new Government would leave a typical individual 
needing to pay 24 percent of salary into a pension fund, more 
than that allowed by the Inland Revenue, to gain an annual 
pension worth 50 per cent of salary at retirement. 

Banks’ ranking improves 

The outlook for the UK banking sector is “broadly stable” 
according to Moody’s analysts, with the sector set to benefit 
from the generally favourable economic conditions in the 
country. In the company’s annual study of the sector, Moody’s 
said the improved performance was rooted in "improved asset 
quality which was complemented by stronger pre-provision 
profitability as banks’ cost initiatives bear fruit. UK banks 
now rank as among the most profitable European universal 
banks”. Moody’s added that the sector faced challenges from 
competition outside the sector, driven by technological innova- 
tion, and the advent of Economic and Monetary Union. 

Pubs undercut high street 

JD Wetherspoon, the pub company, said its 2IH pubs in 
England. Scotland and Wiles were serving a range of drinks 
at prices lower than those in three big supermarkets - Tesco. 
Sainsbury’s and Asda. Wetherspoon chairman Tim Martin 
said: "The Campaign for Real Ale and the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission have long lamented beer prices rising 
above the level of inflation year after year. However, pubs 
are not the only culprits- some of the big supermarket chains 
have also been getting in on the act.” 

Willis Corroon eyes India 

Willis Corroon, one of the lop four global insurance brokers, 
has set up a joint venture to take advantage of the expected 
deregulation of the Indian insurance market. Willis Corroon 
Group and Tower Insurance and Reinsurance Services are 
selling up the 50/51) owned Willis Corroon Tower as a re- 
insurance broker and insurance consultancy. Willis Corroon 
said the venture would be based in Mumbai | ! Bombay), adding 
that it has worked with Tower since 1979. “ ' ’ 

Unichem merger backed 

Unichem. the drug retailer chaired by Kenneth Clarke, the 
former chancellor, jumped the final hurdle toils E970m merger 
with France’s Alliance Same yesterday as its shareholders 
voted in favour of the deal at its extraordinary meeting. The 
merger will result in Alliance Same acquiring 104.6 million 
new Unichem ordinary shares, representing 36.8 percent of 
Unichem ’s enlarged share capital. 

Independent Parts in talks 

Independent Pens Group, the car pens meter, yesterday re. 
waled it was in talks about a possible ,.flw for the company 
that could be priced at about 140p a share. The shares closed 
yesterday up 20.5p at 1 34.5p. I0s<:a 
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Pay rises of up 
8% for McDonald 
b u rge r-f I i pp ef * s 


Thousands of burger- 

flippers are set for 
bumper pay increases ^ 
after McDonald’s said ft 
planned to raise the 

hourly rate it pays by up 

to 8 per cent and Burger 
King said It was 
reviewing its rates. 

Peter Thai Larsen looks at 
a timely boost for some 
of the lowest-paid 
workers in the country 

as the Government’s 

Low Pay Commission 
collects evidence on the 
planned minimum wage. 

From mid-Januaiy, McDon- 
ald’s lowest-paid employees - if 
they are aged 18 or over - will 
earn £3.50 an hour, an 8 per 
cent increase from the £325 
they get paid at the moment. Id 

areas where the cost of living is 

high, like London, the hourly 
rate rises to £4. 

Meanwhile Burger King, 
McDonald’s closest rival in the 
fast food battle, said it planned 
to review pay levels on 8 Janu- 
ary. The chain, a subsidiary of 
drinks group Diageo - the com- 
pany recently formed by the 
merger of Guinness and Grand- 
Met - currently pays a basic 
hourly wage of at least £3.28 
outside London, and £3.39 in 
the capital. 

The rises will prompt spec- 
ulation that sectors such as the 
fast food industry, which have 
traditionally relied heavily on 
low-paid workers, are preparing 
for the imminent introduction 
of a national minimum wage by 
the Government. 

The Low Pay Commission, 
chaired by Professor George 
Bain of the London Business 
School, is looking into the issue 
and is expected to report its 


findings in the . 

would pave the way foe the * 
plementation of a mianm 
wage in 1999. ^ 

The Confederation . 
British Industry argues that 4 , 
minimum wage set above 
would lead to job losses iff 
differential with wages 
up the pay scale was re 
The Trades Union Co 
however, has asked for 
wage to be set above £4. ( 

McDonald’s denied that th^ 
pay increases were related to the 
minimum wage. “We revie^ 
all wage rates every year, said 
a spokesman, adding that ^ — 
group had to offer competitive 
wages to attract and retain : 
competent staff. McDonald'} - 
expects the average pay for , . 
crease across its workforce to 
closer to 5 per cent. ; 

Similarly, a spokeswoman 
for Burger King said the wage , 
review was prompted by 
need to attract more staff info, 
the industry rather than by any 
policy move by the gove 
menti 

Both chains need the 
people. McDonald ’s yest „ 

announced an ambitious 
pansion plan in which it w M , 
spend £S5m setting up 1® 
outlets in the UK in the com- 
ing year, creating about 5,0® 
jobs. Approximately a third o? 
the jobs wall be in the South- 
east, with the same number in 
the North, 20 per cent in the 
Midlands and the rest spread 
across Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland. 

However, as each restaurant 
requires a full-time manage- 
ment team of just five, most of 
the jobs will be part-time: Only 
35 per cent of McDonaid% 
workforce currently work 3) 
hours or more a week. 

Burger King plans to open 
55 new restaurants in 1998, 
creating between 1,500 and 
2,000 new jobs. 
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OUTLOOK 

ON GOVERNMENT 
INACTION OVER 
PREDATORY PRICING. 
HOUSING MARKET 
FORECASTS. AND 
THE SIZE OF THE 
FAR EASTERN CRISIS 


Ducking the important competition issues 


fr-i" 

• ‘-'-L- "iv. ' 


This is a self-interested piece of com- 
mentary. admittedly, but it is also one with 
a wider significance for business and (he 
way it is regulated. One of our competi- 
tors, The Turns, is next month planning to 
cut the cover price of its Saturday edition 
to l(ip a copy. There is also some talk of 
it doing the same to its Thursday edition. 
At this stage il is not dear whether this is 
being considered as a one-off, promotional 
offer, or as a more permanent thing. 

If the latter, il will mark a significant 
escalation in the broadsheet newspaper 
price war which has been raging for the 
past three years. The Times already charges 
just IDp for its Monday edition and sells 
at a significant discount to its main rivals 
throughout the rest of the week. 

Rupert Murdoch, proprietor of The 
Times, has consistently presented his 
price cutting strategy as port of a long-term 
commercial endeavour to lift the news- 
paper’s circulation and thereby its prof- 
itability. His main target is the market 
leader. The Daily Telegraph , and in pur- 
suing his quarry, he has spent and con- 
tinues to spend a small fortune. 

On a number of occasions Mr Murdoch 
has also expressed the view that there arc 
too many national newspapers in Britain. 
A subsidiary aim must, therefore, be to bring 
about the closure of a competitor. However. 
Mr Murdoch has never publicly slated this 
aim as such. To do so would be Lo invite ac- 
tion by the competition authorities. As dungs 
stand it is next to impossible to bring an 
action for “predatory pricing” unless it can 
be shown that the aim is to force competi- 


tors out of business. Plainly, it is therefore 
also next to impossible unless the predator 
admits to this purpose. 

Why does predatory pricing mailer? If 
it brings about lower prices for con- 
sumers, then it might be thought of as pos- 
itively a good thing. That a company is 
pricing in an anti-competitive fashion is 
not just notoriously difficult to prove, it 
is also sometimes hard to argue that there 
is anything fundamentally wrong with it. 
In the end, however, diversity of choice 
is the best and only reliable way of safe- 
guarding consumer and other public in- 
terests. It is part of the function of any 
government to ensure that this variety of 
choice is preserved and developed, for it 
is in diversity and the innovation that flows 
from it that we find the greatest chance 
of economic success for all. 

This is particularly important in news- 
papers and broadcasting, because diversity 
of opinion, information and reporting is 
such a fundamental part of the democratic 
process. But the same arguments also apply 
lo other industries from supermarkets to 
banks, and from software providers to metal 
bashers where big companies use their 
greater clout and spending power to 
undermine and crush smaller competitors. 
Anti-competitive pricing can ultimately 
prove as damaging to the public interest 
as an anti-competitive merger. 

When in opposition, a number of 
prominent members of the present 
Cabinet barked the case for strengthening 
the (aw so as to make predatory pricing 
an easier thing lo prove. Since being 


elected, they have been strangely silent on 
the matter. The Government's new Com- 
petition Bill has failed adequately to 
address ibis vital area of competition law 
and although several amendments have 
been tabled that would bring the bill into 
line with the tougher competition prac- 
tice of the US and Australia, the Gov- 
ernment shows no sign of accepting them. 

Nor has Margaret Beckett, President of 
the Board of Trade, or any other DTI min- 
ister, so far given an adequate explanation 
of why not. But then it was Mr Murdoch's 
Sun wot won it for them, wasn’t it? Most 
people will draw their own conclusions. 

Panto-time among 
mortgage lenders 

It becomes a bit of a pantomime when 
forecasters agree about the future yet 
disagree about the past. However, that 
seems to be the topsy-turvy way of the 
bousing market. House price rises have 
been very modest this year, says Halifax. 
Oh no they haven’t, retorts Nationwide. 
Both close ranks to agree that price rises 
will be modest in 1998. Either there was 
no boom, or if there was it was short-lived, 
and the housing market will be restored 
to steady, sustainable growth. 

As in panto, we should all probably be 
highly suspicious of this traditional happy 
ending. The lenders are fed up with be- 
ing portrayed as the villains behind a 
volatile market that in the past has exag- 
gerated the ups and downs of the wider 


economy. They want to recast them- 
selves as fairy godmothers presiding over 
an orderly housing market. Unanimity in 
the mortgage industry about prospects for 
a steady recovery, an end to boom and 
bust, is therefore a very predictable one. 

They might well be right about next 
year. Past and future mortgage rate rises, 
declining consumer confidence and an 
increased supply of new homes coming on 
to the market should all contribute to a 
slower rate of house price inflation. At the 
same time, there is enough momentum in 
the recovery after the dark days of the early 
1990s to keep the number of home sales 
and house prices at a healthy level. 

But the underlying structure of the 
housing market has not changed. The 
supply of land and homes & relatively fixed, 
while long-run demographic changes 
mean demand is likely to continue to grow 
strongly. This adds up to increases in real 
house prices over the long term, with sharp 
fluctuations in the short term because 
demand can adjust much faster than sup- 
ply over the course of a business cycle. The 
fact that inflation is lower than it used to 
be. or that some people still bear the scars 
of the late 39SOs boom and subsequent 
bust, does not alter the analysis. 

The only question is whether the shift 
to a low-inflation background will reduce 
the scale of the ups and downs in house 
price inflation. The answer depends cru- 
cially on the experience of the latest eco- 
nomic cycle, the first low-inflation 
recovery since the 1960s. In other words, 
it depends on what did happen to house 


prices last year. As any panto-goer would 
warn, you need to look behind you. Too 
bad Halifax and Nationwide can not 
agree what’s there. 

How Asia and 
Mexico differ 

The crisis in the Pacific Rim economies and 
the different, though connected, deflation 
in Japan, will continue lo rumble on as a 
big story for many moons yet, but it seems 
plain that we are now through the main 
watershed and into the white water beneath. 
Tbtal disaster seems to have been averted, 
rather in the way it was with Mexico three 
years ago. The long-term impact of that 
crisis now seems to have been virtually oiL 
Arguably, tbe Far Eastern turmoil is 
also a lesser earthquake than the Latin 
American debt crisis of the early 1980s. 
which posed a real threat to tbe world 
banking system. This one compounds an 
already bad situation with a number of 
Japanese banks, but the systemic risk ap- 
pears limited. AH the same, the long-term 
meaning and impact of this crisis is as yet 
far from clear. Those who think it will be 
confined to a “mere" 1 percentage point 
off world growth next year are probably 
being unduly complacent. Certainly it is 
far too early to start dismissing it as ‘just 
another Mexico". One important reason 
for this is that the buoyant US economy 
helped to rescue Mexico. With Japan in 
such a mess, there is no such big daddy 
to pull the Far East out of the doldrums. 




Flotations slump but buy-outs soar Names quit Lloyd’s as corporates take over 


.The amount of money raised 
through stock market flota- 
lions has slumped this year but 
the total value of management 
buy-outs soared to a record, 

' L according to contrasting surveys 
published yesterday. 
v Tbtaf funds raised by new 
- A issues, excluding demutualisa- 
lions, fcD from £10bn in 1996 to 
: -yf £3_5bn in 1997, according lo 
‘ '■£ KPMG Corporate Finance. 

But a survey by the Centre 
• for Management Buy-Out Re- 
: ; ~-i search (CMBOR) shows that 
v- 5 £I0.4bn‘was spent on buy-outs 
vi> and buy-ins in 1997 - a £Z6bn 


increase on the previous year. 
The figure could grow higher 
still, depending on how quickly 
CinVen completes the £900m 
buy-out of IPC Magazines from 
Reed Elsevier. 

KPMG blamed the sharp fall 
in new issue finance on institu- 
tions investing more of their 
funds in large liquid stocks 
such as banks and pharmaceu- 
tical companies, the under- 
performance of the FTSE 
smaller companies index and 
problems with the Alternative 
Investment Market 
. . Neil Austin, head of new 


issues at KPMG. warned that if 
the Lreod continued smaller 
companies wanting to float 
could find themselves starved of 
equity funding. 

Including the Norwich Union 
flotation, which raised £3bn of 
new money this year, the total 
value of new issues was £6.6bn. 
This compared with £10.14bn in 
the previous year but the 1996 
figure was distorted by the flota- 
tions of Railtiadc and British En- 
ergy, which raised £3.2bn. 

The survey by CMBOR, 
which is based at Nottingham 
University and sponsored by 


Deloine & Touche and BZW. 
showed that the buy-out surge 
was driven by a few mega-deals 
such as Nomura’s £900m pur- 
chase of the William Hill bet- 
ting chain. While the amount 
spent on buy-outs rose by 33 per 
cent, the number of transactions 
rose by only 3 per cent 

Tom Lamb of BZW Private 
Equity cautioned that while the 
UK buy-out market was enter- 
ing 1998 in an incredibly buoy- 
ant state, there were growing 
worries that the next transaction 
might prove a “deal too far*. 

— Michael Harrison 


More than 2,000 investors in 
Lloyd’s of London, who are 
known as names, quit the in- 
surance market this year, it 
emerged yesterday. 

Names, who put up their own 
money to underwrite Lloyd's in- 
surance policies, are leaving 
the market in droves since the 
huge losses in the late 1980s. 

Latest figures show that over 
the course of the year, 2,020 in- 
dividual members left Lloyd’s, 
while a further 1,105 switched 
to underwriting on a limited 
liability basis - the less risky 
investment option of being only 


liable to pay a limited amount 
on claims. 

Only 6,835 names will re- 
main on the traditional unlim- 
ited liability basis. They will 
underwrite about 19 per cent of 
the market’s 1998 capacity, 
compared with the current year 
when there were 9.959 members 
accounting for 22 per cent of 
Lloyd's capacity. 

Lloyd's said the move did not 
significantly decrease its capacity 
to underwrite as it was now gain- 
ing more money from corporate, 
rather than individual, investors. 

Corporate investors will next 


year provide 60 per cent of the 
capacity, pumping in an extra 
£2-5bn compared with 1997. 
This is the first time that cor- 
porate members have under- 
written the majority of 
insurance risk in the market. 

Figures released yesterday 
indicated an allocated capacity 
of £10.13bn in 1998. down from 
£10.30bn in 1997. Lloyd’s said 
the £2Dm drop was a small per- 
centage of the £10bn total. 

Traditionally, individual 
members with unlimited liability 
have underwritten capacity at 
Lloyd’s, though many were 


forced out or chose to quit fol- 
lowing losses of over £Sbn for 
the underwriting years from 
1987 to 1992. In order to main- 
tain capacity, Lloyd's turned to 
corporates and other limited 
liability vehicles. 

Lloyd's hit problems after a 
number of massive claims, such 
as the Exxon Valdez oil spill, 
asbestosis cases in the United 
Stales and the Piper Alpha ofl 
platform explosion. Many 
names look heavy losses, in- 
cluding the ex-boxer Henry 
Cooper and the former jockey 
Lester Piggotl. 
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THE INTERNET 

With SO million people watching, 
the world's roar oyster 


- 3MkEDOftAM expa«l6tttfl'tBt28M)- . 

51 2X 12 pipe*® burst nwte cate .. 

, Super Fast 0DE ten! drive 

15”FSTdgtel£BDPcokxirSVeAt£sp!By 
[ Mlb64bb 30 S3 graphics aa»terato{ card 
MukknedRa Active Speakers 
3D Wavmabie Plug & Ptay sound cant 
True 20 speed IDE internal CD-ROM drive 
t05 Key Keyboard £ MS CompaUbfe Mouse 
Desktop or mW tower case available 
MICfH)St3FrWBCOWSS52»#frtBcnata«sa<wrBjnctafcgCO) 
WTBHET READY S0FTWABE 







FREE! 
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LSI Baleys Book House, Norton 


a£775 

£910.63 Inc VAT 
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Buy Now and Pay June 1 998 

You can «itar pay iteatoh asms im by cradl eanl or ctearec claque- ToM Pne* = £9100 nc VAT 
6 UOimtS tNTBtEm FREE- w ie%dwort Nri aoatixi to rn tor sa UM4BI tDWesi treetiiM 

me OM swum of £M5f •' TotU Priea ■ E910S3 loc VAT 

OR PAY0VER 3 YEARS - pcrlKdepoA Ot (9UIB nd KDdogtO par tart nutbs. TbM pw t3a.7T noatb «n « 

DMtaTtiriMnaDmniacVATUnAPR 

Or per aikpoe ol an adttaB Q2.1B poraotO iorK mwibB. 

Total Pika ^ eaHMhcYAntn/m 


For Busine sses Getting on the Net 
there’s really only one web writer 

MARKYBOY 

the complete business service includes your own 
beautifully designed, fully integrated website 
reflecting your firm's unique house style 
your own domain (www.yourco.co.uk) 
e-mai! address (you@ycurco.co.uk) 
registration m z II the major 
search engines 

for mere 

information on creating 
a stunning internet presence 
ceil or fiat us on 0171-366 9666 
or e-mail us at rr.r.rkyboy.@usa-r.ee 
we also supply complete computer systems 
with on-site warranty for under £ 1 .000. The best 
value webwriting ar.d equipment supplier in the UK. 
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Hewlett .Packard p 
Colour Jnfcjet PrtotorT 
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. OSottal Video 
Conference System 


Purchase option 1 42 


EKSAInaVAT Hmrfett Padwd 670 Cota* 
Otskjet PrWBf ortjf E125 +VAT 
when you purchase a 
TAGPStFORUBt 
PH 2S6MUX 


[ E1 63-33 Inc VAT TN5sunng5yEkntML*aa PCJ 
I ^Bma> clamed MU coku Mdeo 

I QnceL'nBpnAJaGfcU'teeD 
fees' oiwinMicr 

syufngak*. 
xwwmnbation on the Internet 


ONLY 


£292.58 inc VAT 


£15 


FAXORDERUNE: 0181 345 5358 TECHNICAL SUPPORT: 0181 807 3970 

: ai^^ipCj5ECfftK)tOGY.UMlT® • Tai^Ht^giSawPM RqrtEdPWftw. London Ni8 gU 




0181 803 7770 

or 07000 TAGPCS ( 07000 824727 ) 
Visit us on our website WWW.TAGPC .CO . UK. 
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To 

advertise in 
this section 
please call the 

Classified 

Team 

on 

0171 293 

2222 . 


West Country 



International I.T. Consultancy 

' 1 mptim. ~ 

' IBM Mainframe specfclitfs fbr iwfer banking 
Successtul eppKcm* wUI t* b«ed in Surrey and 

retprimd for system analysis, design, develops Jn *\ 

rapfemeaHtiaL A minimum of nvo yea ra experience l 
TOBOL OCS, MVS or Assembler is essential and 
-jt ppBr-irtre win ideally be decree educated. Salary 
negotiabie according 10 experience. CVs to PO Box 


E14 5DL. 
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ORACLE Analyst Programmers 

x-jl'nJpr UU .t ihnimk t.L-i yn living Mifrwjrv 

imNj|i.ini\ spitulNny in dujln?<- jppbvaiiun 
•i>*\ d< >[>i'ih'nt \\i n« -.^1 in. iu'jIliI pri'J>.vi..«rul> with j 
mHwmim.V ^ mult* itprniiiir in ".'fJiJv Forms i,S. 
Hcpnns 2 6. IVsigru-i l».H-V^x-r Jtm" r«n warn ol 
inieni ni< ■iiji o sw.ih.i'K's pl'iti-.'.i* tut- Expu4llV tv ""ef* 
ipim.ni ii-.in>; j^'jrl. Jjs a '"*♦ i- JN.i Js-araWc. 
riegftf ■..induLUv: pnHcfreU. 

Salary up to i 30 . 000 +benef!ts 

, f.»/* I fin U'Sfi. hi.l.fsihl* lt( 
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STENHAM PLC zrsmsss&gwm 

OPERATIONS’ MANAGER 

Stwtham PJc is a trade finance company providing finance to importers in the UK, 
South Africa and Zimbabwe. We ana seeking an operations' manager with a minimum 
of two years' experience in dealing with the provision of trade finance facilities to 
cBents in Southern African markets to aid our expansion in these markets. 

SALARY £35,000 p.a. 

Applications to be sent to the Personnel Manager at: 

STENHAM HOUSE, 34 JOHN STREET, LONDON WC1N 2EU 


CONTRACT/ PERMANENT 

Excellent opportunities available for experienced SAS Programmers. 
A/Ps and Credit Scorers. 

★ Major Companies ★ Varied Projects 
* Pharmaceuticals * Marketing * Financial 

Pbone JO SCOTT on 01628 773513 

EF CONTRACTS, 

6 The Wharf, Mill Lane, T aplow. Maidenhead, Berks SL6 OAD 


Unusual Gifts | 

A NEWSPAPER tat that apodal 
data. 1M2-1987. most tun swat>- 
able. Waal bktbday gm. Ranwm- 
b«r When. Tat Ot 61-6886323. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 £20 fXXL 



GOTHIC 

GATEHOUSE 

SALISBURY 

Close to the river, 
park and Waierraeadows, 
400 yards form ihe shops. 
2 recep lions, 
kuchen/ breakfast room 
3 bedrooms 2 bathrooms. 
GasCH 
£220,000 
HUMBERTS 
01722 324422 
MYDDELTON 
AND MAJOR 

01722 337S75 




Legal Notices 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR THE PROVISIONAL 
GRANT OF AN ON-LICENCE 
To: Tbe Clerk 10 the Licensing 
lutlien Tor tbe Licensing 
district of St Albans 
To; The Chief Constable of 
Henfordthire 

To. The Proper Officer 
I Licensing! Si Albans City 
and Distnci Council 
Ter. Tbe Chief Fire Officer of 

Hertfordshire 

To: Tbe Clerk to Harpcnden 
Town Council 

L JOHN NICHOLAS RIDDELL 
of Chiltcrn House. Pound Lane. 
Marlow. Bucks SLT 1AF basing 
daring tbe past six rnonlbs 
carried on tbe unde or culling of 
Area Manaeer 

HEREBY GOT NOTICE dial it 
ik zm intention to apply at the 
Transfer Seuions for tbe said 
Licensing Districi to be beM at 
Tbe Court House. Cruc Centre. Sr 
Perns Srrreu Si Albans on the 
I5ib day of January next for the 
Provisional Grant lo me of a 
Justices' Licence authorising me to 
sell by retail into dealing liquor of 
all description* Tor consumption 
either on or off tbe premises about 
in be altered at 8gr9d High Street. 
Harpendeo and lo he Lnaira as 
HOGSHEAD or «bich premises 
Maltben- In vestments Lid of 
Mnllbett House. 45-47 High 
Street. Potters Bar. Hertfordshire 
EN6 5AW are the owners 
Dated ibis l9tb Jay of December 
1997 

Blake Lapcbom 

Ne» Court. I Barnes Wallis Rd, 
Semnsworlh. Foiehatn. Hampshire 
POfTSUA 
Ret: SJL 

Soliciiors and agent fur [he 

Anpheaut 


6 x 200MHz PCs 

Printer/Fax/Scanner 
Backup/Modem 
Fully installed including 
networking and cabling 
Just £6,555.00 
Call for lease terms 

w 0171 354 9962 

London and Scotland Offices 

Legal Notices 


IN THE RICH COURT OP JUSTICE 
CHANCERY UVKION 
SO 006156 Of 19*>7 
IN THE MATTER OF 
CONSOLIDATED COAL 
PIC 

AM) W THE MATTER OF 
TBECOMPAMES ACT 1985 
►4)Tia B HBtfflr CMH thu a Preowi 
.a> on Jrh Dranto W award 10 
Ho wroy i HOi Caul d keue n *»■ 
moforvBjQn eA *e icducnai d *» Am 
prrawim arcouil ot the above- run' rd 
Company by the cancellauoa 01 an 
tnout eiftd <0 £J1.190M umkng n 
the oak «V die share (wnuun acumre 
ANDNOTiatSFU8TMO.OvtKth.rt* 
Slid Pnmn B daeatd to be heart brine 
me Gurnmta* Cowl Bepna at S* Royal 
Cm a luaur. Stand. loWui «0 re 
71st {man 1999 

•tA.'V 020170S » SfcuttoUr. ct 0* 
Cnuny deutf m oppoie It* nuLuig o' 
an Older 101 connimatlon at the did 
iidnai dndd apQ*a a the rime die 
Seareg In perai m by Cnubel ky that 
pepow 

A COPS' oi Ibe said Petition mil be 
fwifthed to any uadi netvm letaUreg ll* 
lime by it* iiKfcmnmed u*c«n .« 
payment pt the re^Aued Ou^e he the 
■sme I 

OATtOrt* MiteJCteanitof l<sc 
MWDN HOSE, bqtn Hme. I 

PO Bni S70 Camwfc Sheet. j 

vondon LCW 'AN 

dtri.BMU7Na(Bll 

Saiotor kr the usrapey J 


THE INSOLVENCY BILES IWri ' 

MITRE CROWN UMITED 

uvuQuaunoM 

NOTia tS HfKEn QvjNJwaum to Hide 
a. ICS of the liwAwior Rule* IMS Du" 
P3no< Elude- ol Panes Etade FrasMai £ 
Ca. 6 Ekwimhun Sqime Vandnn WClA 
AP w« aypunad LcrudAca rt the aboiT 

named Cninpanr «« lb Dormbei 1 W by 
.Mrmbns mt Cretan. 

Dated I' D-cendw 1W 
FAraOS BLADES I miwiaw 


Health & Leisure 


BioTechnique 

FULFILL YOtmPOTCHTtfiL. 
Wo preownir mor*i banoxa^a 
«nfcn protect and anaV» ** «■** 

cl Caortiyeim on yotr B. QMmOB 
feren num and nipnapu stress. 
Sports. Qofl are) ibe reniore 
nalBbiBCi2S9 

Call Free 0800 731 0032 
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Smaller companies join the party as Footsie soars 


MARKET REPORT 



Although most bargain 512.5 million turnover. BG 
hunters were busy offering a rose 4.5p to 2S0p. 
little belated s-usonal cheer Retailers responded to in- 
to retailers, a few strayed dications that Christmas irad- 
into the stock market, help- ing perked up in the final days 
ing to send Footsie 98.5 points and the sales had got off to a 
higher to 5,1 12.4. good start. 

For once the partying was Although few believe the 


DEREK PAIN 


not confined to blue chips. 
The FTSE 250 index rose 
34.1 to 4,732.2 and the FTSE 
Small Cap index put on 6.8 to 
2,296.8. 

A few buyers nibbling here 
and there; futures activity, the 
usual array of new year rips as 
well as a strong New York 
opening combined to give an 
unexpected fillip to a session 
which most observers 
expected to be empty and 
downbeat. 

But trading was thin . BCTs 
buying-in of 236.7 million 
“B" shares, created to return 
cash lo shareholders, ac- 
counted for much of the 


gap in the fest rve sales volume 
will be completely closed, 
there is a glowing feeling the 
market may have overdone 
the gloom factor. 

So Marks & Spencer rose 
29p to blQp: Argos 21. 5p in 
556.5p and Boots 4Sp to S7.Sp. 
Others higher included 
Carpetright, 15p to 440p, and 
Next 12p to 691p. Tesco 
jumped 23.5p to 507p and 
Safeway, largely on takeover 
hopes, improved 1 1 .25p to 
33S.25p. 

Jeweller Goldsmiths, with 
a confident Christmas trading 
statement, sparkled I2_5p (u 
275 p and encouraged sup- 


port lor Signet, the old Rai- 
ners jewellery chain. up(1.75p 
to 2K.75p. 

Engineer Siebe. 8i)p 
higher at U ** ip. was the best 
performing blue chip. Insur- 
ers Sun Life »£ Provincial 
and ORE were not far behind. 
Only seven blue chips gave 
ground. 

Drink and leisure shares 
were cheerful but Matthew 
Clark, the under- perform ing 
cider and wine group, had a 
sobering time. The shares 
were at one time down y .5p. 
ending off 3p at lf»3.5p. a 
closing low. Before its trendy 
cider sales were hit by the 
short-lived aleopops craze 
the shares topped 80* Ip. 

Takeover action continued 
on the under card. Indepen- 
dent Farts jumped 2ft-5p to 
I34.5p as mystery bidders - 
the existing management is 
probably one - were said to be 


hanging around with a l4Up 
offer. The car parts group is 
the creation of Gartland 
Whatley & Baker, which spe- 
cialises in nursing companies 

lor a quote. GWB. up 2p at 
l(J5.5p. has 27 per cent of IP. 

Long lime sufferer 
Enviromed. a healthcare busi- 
ness. also attracted takeover 
excitement. The shares ended 
2.5p higher at X.5p after the 


Share spotlight 

share pnee. penes 
3 7 
36- 
35 
24 



company was spurred mto 

action bya3p jump. It saidit 

had been involved in talks 
which had ended “some 
months ago". Tkntalistngly it 
added it could not rule out an 
offer but then said the price 
it had discussed was “at a sub- 
stantial discount" to the cur- 
rent price, presumably bp- 

United Biscuits hardened 
10p to 220.5p, probably re- 
flecting a revival in long- 
standing takeover hopes. 

McBride, a maker of wash- 
ing up liquids, held at 177p as 


investment group 


FMR 


D J F MAM J J ASON D 


bought 1.8 million shares, 
lifting its stake to 5JI per 
cent. 

La ogdons, the tea and 
coffee group, gained 0.25p to 
2p as three directors picked up 
some of the shares unloaded 
by Plantation & General, 
which still has 11.51 percent. 

lonlca's recoveiy contin- 


ued. The fledgling telephone 

lup rang a 205p S* Q ? 
fSjp Earlier this moath 
bear raiders drove 
to 60p. They retched 4ap 
after a 390p summertime 

flotation. . 

Waterfall* the snooker 

dub chain, rose 9p W W 
pectations are growing tb 
European Leisure* with 18-3 

percent, is prepanngabidftff 

fidl control EL held at I35p. 

Reflec, the refective m 
group hit last wisek by a profit 
warning, recovered 7p to 
16^p; the shares have been as 
high as 126.5p. 

Biocompatibles Interna- 
tional gained 30p to 4S5p 
after winning European reg- 
ulatory approval for its 
coronary stents (which sup- 
port the walls of an arteiy), 
and ML Laboratories, down 
from a 468 .5 p peak, hardened 
S.5p to S4p. 


fA KJ N CJT OCX 

\%tch Cambridge Mineral 

Resources- seeing • ■ • 

^toues in 

as in Spain aHd Sweden. 

CMR is known to hayewiBtf -r 
evidence of diamonds in onr: 
of its Irish ^ration «OB. 
But it is the possibiUjyof 

corporate action wbidB . 

intriguroR. There is talkrfa i. 
deal which could transform , 

the company With its shares ^ 

at 165p CMR is raitm® at- . 
£3Jtoa. ' 

Premier Asset Management . 
shaded 0 * 5 p to ^ SJS ^ 
Chairman Lord Stevens, 

head of United News* 

Media, has lifted his stake to ., 

6.6 per cent buying 1-5 
million shares at 14p. 
Presumably the shares were 
part of the block sold by two 
former directors. PAM has. 
raised £L4m by selling its - 
interest in Dares Estates, up 
l^p to l8-5p, to the ex- 
directors. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

GET MIXING! 

WIN A ]&B RARE MIX KIT 

feet way co start any evening. 


How do you. mix your social life? 
Perhaps you're hup rock and Opera 
or football and art galleries? 
According to a European survey by 
l&B Rare, Britt are best in Europe at 
living dirir social life to die fan often 
mixing fitness, shopping and dubbing 
ad in me same day. 


95% of Britons would 
think nothing of going to 
a restaurant, playing 
Sport, caking a trip to die 
country ana risking an 
art gallery in a single 
weekend. Skilled at mix- 
ing their social activities 
in their spare rime. Brits 
also love 10 mix their 
style. They dress to 
impress - combining 
high street with designer. 


If anyone understands 
about mixing, its J&B Rare - one of 
Europe's favourite premium spirits. 
Enjoyed in a long tan glass with plen- 
ty of ice and Ginger Ale. Its che per- 



We have teamed up with JAB Rare to 
offer KJ readers the chance ro win a 
Rare mix Idt and F00 runners-up a 
JAB Rare mmiature and can of Ginger 
Ale. The kit includes a stylish 
watch, a fleece to wear for 
outdoor pursuits, a lone 
glass, a swizzle stick, a J&B 
Rare mmiature and a can of 
Ginger Ale to stimulate the 
taste buds. 

To enter this competition dal 
the number below answer the 
following question on line and 
leave your name and full 
address, and abo 
you are over 18 vears.ol 


Q: What percentage of 
Britons Hke to mix their social fife? 

Call 0930 525224 
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The forces that drive businesses 
to compete on a global stage 


The advent of the global 
company has been widely 
predicted in recent times - and 
in many ways 1997 was the year 
in which the soothsayers were at 
last proved right. Roger Trapp 
examines a trend that could 
change the way companies do 
business. 


As Douglas Lamom. a Chicago-based power In negotiations with governments'", 
consultant and academic on international She then quotes Percy Bumevik, the 
business, points out in his recem book creator of Asea Brown Boveri. the Zurich- 
Salman Day, globalisation is - in the based engineer (hat has garnered shelves 
current parlance - a “zero-sum game”, full of excellence awards without ever mak- 
Some organisations will win and some will ing much impact on the collective mind, 
lose and there is no option of simply os saying that his power to influence gov- 
muddling through. eminent was limited when he was mere- 

li is partly because of the likely extreme ly head of Asea. Bui “today f can tell the 
outcomes - for example, Barclays' dcci- Swedish authorities that they must create 
sion to sell off much of BZW immediately n more competitive environment for R&D 
led to the assumption that the rest of or our research there will decline". 
Britain's investment banking business But it need not be all negative. The old 


I|*. i:», * .uy«luihu uuiiiuiik I'ushiws out ll llCvU I1UL In. till liCeuLlVc. 1 lie OIU 

kl; nu, K '«, * L* 3 ! °P everyone S l ,Ips 35 doomed - Lhat globalisation is widely slogan of ‘‘What’s good for General 


-""C' 


■ ..t” 6 : ine nation state. Much ol this has to business community. Since business has 

’ h - 'Hlfc . - which, wcidenlaiiy. do with the sheer size of companies such such great power it might as well be har- 

*«i>, {_ 1 '' 15 one die four accountancy and man- as Ford. Genera! Motors, Sony. Unilever nussed for the greater good, it is implied. 

9 ^ agement consultancy firms planning mega- and Shell. As Rosaheth Moss Kantur. an- Not that il is size alone that is driving 

mergers, pul globalisation at the top other US management thinker, points out the globalisation of business. For a start, 
• * ioqo trends driving, companies in her book World Class, such organ isa- many of the companies that are at the 

1998 and into the new millennium'’, (ions tend to be seen as “imperial corpor- head of the globalisation bandwagon are 

Scott Hartz, global leader of (be firm’s ations” that control the flow of money, smaller in terms of numbers of people em- 

manitgement consulting practice, said: goods and information across the world, ployed than they were 10 or 20 years ago. 

Global lisauon is the single biggest force This is the thinking that goes along with Second, the development that is pushing 
‘ V : - driV,QS ^ or P orale change. Il affects the idea of large companies having larger t he global isa lion of business is new tech - 

•••■.». organisational structure, technology, com- annual revenues than the gross domestic nology, in particular, the internet. 

• | . munieafions, product development, ser- products of many developing countries. While it might have been possible for 
vice delivery, people and iraining. Global And while Ms Moss Kan ter regards it as some lime for large organisations to use 

lijfjjfj j companies need to transform their probably “far fetched" to say that in- (heir economic power to buy what they 

^organisations into global enterprises to IcmationaJ corporations replace govern- want from wherever they want, such dc- 

*:.• compete successfully in the future." menls. she accepts that “their ability to sires have been purely wishful thinking for 

.. " ' As such language suggests, this is not operate effectively in more than one the man or woman in the street until com- 

a trend to be welcomed by the faint- place gives them immense bargaining para lively recently. Now, though, an 


hearted. Though much is made of .the 

benefits for the customer or diem of being - 

able to obtain goods or services from . • ■ > : 

anywhere in the world at the touch of a ^ ' : * 
phone button and the flash of a credit 
card, the ramifications for the businesses 

- seeking to meet these ever-more- 
demanding consumers are huge. 

Not surprisingly, more than one senior r #*. m it 

partner of an accountancy firm has barked 
back to a golden age ofless frenzied days. 

when clients could be told without fear J Wg 

of reprisals that their problem would be - W- ' •. f* 

dealt with as soon as the appropriate *' 

The pressure to compete on an in- 
*. tematiooal stage is also apparent in the 

increasing use of the term “world class". 1 ' i.« 

No longer is it enough - except perhaps 

for the moment in such comparatively reg- P 

ulated countries as France and Spain -for %' .. 

* a company, for example, to be the best 

widget maker in Britain. If its customers festal ' jHb 

can buy better widgets from overseas that Percy Bamevilc A businessman with 

- Is a completely worthless claim. the power to influence governments 




ordinary consumer equipped with a per- 
sonal computer and a modem can buy a 
book that until recently would only have 
been available in the United Slates or can 
bypass iravcl agents and book a room in 
a beachhouse on a Far Eastern island. 

In short, the Internet is a great leveller. 
Just as it enables consumers to start en- 
joying the same sort of access to goods and 
services that has long been available to cor- 
porations, so it enables a jusi-founded 
company to have the same sort of global 
marketing reach as a well-established or- 
ganisation employing thousands of people 
all over the globe. 

The downside to this, of course, is that 
right from the start the lit tie guy Suds him- 
self competing with the big boys. And the 
result is that - for all but a few exceptions 
- business success is set to be even more 
fleeting than in the past. Companies will 
be able to enjoy huge expansion in sales on 
the strength of dominating a technology or 
a niche of the market while constantly at 
risk from newcomers like themselves. 
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The award for the best punch- 
up of the year goes to The Sun- 
day Telegraph Christmas party. 
The pugilists m question were 
two of the City's more re- 
doubtable PR men. Brian 
Basham of Basham and 
Coyle, and David Burnside, 
formerly of British Airways, 
who nowadays also runs his 
own PR agency. 

The two men of course are 
old sparring partners from the 
golden days at BA and both 
featured in the “dirty tricks" 
saga involving the airline’s 
arch rival Virgin Atlantic. At 
the time Burnside was running 
the press office and Basham 
was employed as BA’s external 
public relations adviser. 

Anyway, hack to that office 
party, where Burnside’s well- 
known sense of humour got 
the better of him while 
Basham lived up to his name 
in style. Horseplay between 
the two somehow got out of 
hand and the Basham fist 
connected with the Burnside 
nose in spectacular fashion. 
“There was blood on the car- 
pet." said one ex-journalist, 
though whether this was sun- 
ply a red wine stain was hard 
to know. 

Nefl Bennett, The Sunday 
Telegraph's City Editor, man- 
aged to despatch the two into 
separate cabs. Bizarrety, 
Basham and Burnside ended 
up staying in the same house, 
having apparently made up. 



Ken Livingstone: A salvo from HMS Belfast 


Evidently Fleet Street worked 
its calming Yuleiide magic. 

It all goes to show that 
Basham has not lost bis ca- 
pacity for the unexpected. Ear- 
lier this year he was involved 
in an incident at the Tower 
Thistle Hotel which resulted in 
one broken carpark security 
barrier and a rather embar- 
rassed chauffeur being left to 
face the music and the hotels 
Icss-lhan-amuscd security staff. 
Never a dull moment at 
Basham & Coyle these days. 

And some news from another 
old bruiser. A fortnight hence 
Ken Livingstone, the former 
Labour leader of the Greater 
London Council and one of 
the leading candidates for 
post of Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don. will board HMS Belfast, 
the warship moored on the 
River Thames, to address the 
annual dinner given by RBS 
Advanta. the credit card peo- 
ple, for the financial press 
corps. Admirers of the veteran 


socialist are hoping Ken will 
deliver a critical broadside at 
the Government’s economic 
policies to date. 

The choice of speaker and 
venue could be suggestive. 
Belfast herself is the last of the 
big-gun cruisers that served in 
the Second World War. She 
celebrates her 60th birthday 
next March and has been 
moored in the Thames since 
she retired in 1971. 

These days her 6 inch guns 
only fire blanks, and thejr 
next official duly will be to wel- 
come the auUenniunx, but lam 
told they could bombard 
Scralchwood service station on 
the M 1 (or any other target of 
choice in the London area for 
that matter, I presume). 

In the interests of even- 
handedness RBS Advanta has 
steered from hard a starboard 
to hard a port. Their last 
speaker, a year ago, was 
Norman Lament, the former 
Conservative chancellor, who 
gave the then government’s 


economic policies a good 
scuffing. Our Ken will speak on 
a subject of his own choice , of 
interest to the financial com- 
munity. which presumably 
rules out newts, but the audi- 
ence will be disappointed if 
they do uot get at least a whiff 
of his no-nonsense speech- 
making. 

jphren Knadjian the marketing 
director at Datast ream/I CV, 
the financial information 
provider, tells me that Turkey 
topped his survey of best- 
performing stock markets in 
1997, with a gain of 222 per 
cent in local currency, and 7S 
per cent in sterling. Turkey 
came in just ahead of Russia, 
up 212 per cent in roubles and 
the dear winner in sterling with 
a gain of 202 per cent. 

Paren is remarkably cheer- 
ful about the result, bearing In 
mind his ancestors came from 
Armenia, which has histori- 
cally bad a hard time from its 
neighbours, eg Turkey and 
Russia. . 

Meanwhile, the real turkeys 
for sterling investors were the 
tiger economies, Thailand, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, South 
Korea and Lhe Philippines, 
plus Bangladesh, where the 
tigers actually live. 

How many companies can 
boast a chairman who has 
won an Emmy? VFG can, for 
one. The AIM-quoted fiddler 
that rents out film-making 
and broadcasting equipment 
has landed Richard Price as its 
chairman. Sixty-four year old 
Mr Price is best known as the 
founder of Primetime, the 
UK’s largest independent dis- 
tributor of television pro- 
grammes. He also wanned 
the chairman's seat at BAFTA 
between 1991 and 1993. 

But the little statuettes - 
the highest honour the US 
television industry has to offer 
- were awarded a few years 
ago for Nicholas Nicketby and 
Porgy and Bess , two pro- 
grammes produced by Prime- 
time. It is only a matter of time 
before some desperate rival 
goes one better and puts an 
Oscar winner on the board. Sir 
Anthony Hopkins could play 
the part, surety. 
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Istabraq cruising towards Champion 


A top-flight British 
contender for the 
Champion Hurdle has 
yet to emerge, but in 
Ireland it is a different 
story. Richard Edmondson 
reports. 

When the mind turns to the 
1998 Cheltenham Gold Cup it 
is almost inevitable that the 
palms come together also and 
create a crackle of anticipation. 
Dorans Pride, The Grey Monk, 
Imperial Call, Suny Bay and See 
More Business have all adver- 
tised this year that the Blue 
Riband may be a cavalry charge 
of excellence at the foot of 
Prestbury Hill on 19 March. 

It has been rather less easy 
to get emotional about the 
Champion Hurdle. Make A 
Stand, last season's victor, has 
already been invalided out of the 
race, and there bas been no 
freshly scrubbed British dauphin 
forcing him s elf under the crown. 
Shadow Leader, Samnartino 
and Wahiba Sands, pretenders 


three, have hardly covered 
themselves in glory recently. 

The ante-post favourite for 
hurdling's championship kept 
his claims in place yesterday 
however, when Istabraq length- 
ened his winning sequence to 
eight at Leopardstown to fur- 
ther suggest the prize may well 
be returning to Ireland. 

Istabraq is dearly reading the 
scripts that are tossed over the 
door of his bos at Aidan 
O'Brien's yard The plan all year 
has been for the five-year-old to 
follow a programme of four 
races before tbe Festival, a 
preparation culminating in the 
Irish Champion Hurdle, also at 
Leopardstown, next month. 

It was not quite so straight- 
forward when the horse ap- 


peared at Cheltenham in 
March. The former Flat inmate 
with John Gosden was made 6- 
5 favourite for the Royal SunAl- 
liance Novices' Hurdle, a price 
that looked faintly ridiculous 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Goodtime George 
(Stratford 3.50) 

NB: Denham Hill 
(Stratford 2.50) 

when he sweated up like a pig 
in a hammock before the race. 

The three-quarters brother to 
Secreto, the 1984 Derby winner, 
was last of 16 as the field passed 
the grandstand but then showed 
be was no Flat-bred dilettante as 
he survived a mid-air collision 
with Forest Ivory at the second 


Alabang may miss Ladbroke 


Maurice Camacho yesterday 
warned that the leading fancy 
Alabang is “less than 50-50” to 
run in the Ladbroke at Leop- 
ardstown a week on Saturday. 
“He is not a wonderful traveller 


and that is what sticks in the 
craw,” Camacho said “I am also 
with without a jockey as Jamie 
Osborne is out and I am unlikely 
to be able to get Richard John- 
son to cross the Irish Sea.” 


last before rv'j* Hiding t« • Char- 
lie Swan's serious encourage- 
ment on the run-in. 

Swan did nor have to he half 
as nasty yeslcrday. Sent off at 
l-b. Istabraq picked his wav 
through Ihe Leopardstown 
quagmire to beat Punting Pete 
by a hard-held two and a half 
lengths. It was about as physi- 
cally demanding as a game nf 
draughts. “Istabraq did ii well 
in dreadful going and there 
was no point in punishing him." 
O'Brien said. “He comes back 
here for the Irish Champion 
Hurdle and then it is Chel- 
tenham after for the Smurfit 
Champion Hurdle. " 

When those days come there 
will be a little, splay-footed char- 
acter who will be Heated with the 
greatest of respect by the book- 
makers. J P McManus, lsta- 
braq's owner, may not be the 
most physically daunting figure 
to roam the racecourse but he 
is still just about the most feared 
“Istabraq looked great today," 
JP said. “He Is holding his con- 
dition well and seems to he en- 
joying his racing even more, as 


he has looked quicker and 
stronger each time this season. 

The other horse to provide 
the wattage at gloomy Lcop- 
ardsiuwn yesterday was Flori- 
da Pearl, like Istabraq an animal 
who received laurels over his 
neck at Cheltenham in the 
spring. 

The Festival bumper winner 
Ls not about to mess around with 
anything as inconsequential as 
flights of timber, and yesterday 
he beat a large field on his chas- 
ing debut. Florida Ptarl. it must 
be said is no stranger to con- 
siderable obstacles being placed 
in his way as he is a former 
pnint-lo-poinl winner. 

The even-money favourite 
had been schooled at the race- 
track previously by Richard 
Dunwuudy. who was again at the 
controls as his mount won by 20 
lengths. "He has scope and size 
and the plan I agreed with 
Richard was that they would he 
up there with the pace and out 
of trouble." Willie Mullins, the 
winning trainer, said. “Once 
they had jumped the first two so 
well 1 was able to relax. 



J P McManus: feared figure 


"He was very quick out there 
and I loved the way he sprint- 
ed home from the last when 
Richard asked him to lengthen. 
He has advised us to enter the 
horse in the Cathcart Cup as 
well as the Arkle Trophy and the 
SunAlliance Chase at Chel- 
tenham." 

As connections congratu- 
lated themselves on their great 
good fortune in the Leopard- 
stown winners' enclosure there 
was ako talk of yet another con- 
test. Florida Pearl is such a 
promising beast that those 
around him are already asking 
for prices about the 1999 Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup. 


PACING’S FUTURfS...MABJJII . -i® S 

commauche MM-. 

favourite with Coral 

Ladbroke 

r hie iPTunh will over 


ophy Handicap Hurarc. 

an artracnveiy-p* *- * " However, the one that real- . 

the Gold Cap with most turns hes ^ eye in their U»* . - 

although Coral are taking no JL^puas Hurdle wutnerKe^ ; . . 
chances and quote him at 7-1- ^ who ^ Shadow r---. . ; 

Imperial Call is 10*1 with ^^ers of a 

Coral and Ladbrokes following ^ ^ leve j weights at Kemp- . 

Sunday’s bloodless success a Respite a 41b penalty, 

9-2 witt, Coral is 121b better off at Newtaiy^ 

and WBliam Hill for the Cham- 
pion Hurdle after his win at 




ihta bet on the 7W PoJd Btyfay 

"^sslSTSSiSSSt 


pion Hurdle after his win at 
Leopardstown yesterday, while 

Shadow Leader is 6-1 general- 

hi aft-ear finishing second to Bnounta Graf 


STRATFORD 


12.50 Browjoshy (nb) 

1.20 Homme De Fer 

1.50 POUCH ER (nap) 

2.20 Rythm Rock 


HYPERION 

2.50 Ebullient Equina me 
3^0 Northern Saddler 

3.50 Goodtime George 


GOING: Chase course - Soft (Good to Soft ri places); Nurdes - Soft (Heavy In places). 

• Left-hand corse with 200yds nrvtri 

• Cause ts SW of SfretfaTO-an-Avon on M39L Stratford station vn. ADMISSION: CfeAJ 
C13t Tatteraals £ 8 , Centre of ttiB course £4. CAR PARK: £2 or tree. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipo 31 miners from 101 n*mara {3a7%). D Nlchotaon 15- 
SZ (280%), K Bailey B-7B (19%), P Hobbs 0-68 081%). 

• LEASING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 25 winners from tffl races (212%1 R Dunwoody 22- 
94 (234%). N WHDamson «-TT 1 062%) M A Rtzgendd 0-64 (203%). 

• FAVOURITES: 168 wins from 468 races (359%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Goatsfut (120), MW Bay Sara (120)i Hah See (220). 


FORM GUIDE 

Tan Forster has his nsners n good form and there » every chance that MR MAGNET- 
IC wfl be ready fret bma The sot-year-old landed a Gowran Park bernper back n June 
on his last run ri Ireland. Thai was over two and a half mte&. so starmna wfl not be a 
problem. King Mole b the obvious alternative. The Sx-yeor-ofa had tar form «i bumpers 
last season, wrong at Huntingdon, and was beaten |ust over three lengths n third to 
Two To "lingo when favourite for h& hrnfcig debut at Taunton C&n if! He can improve, 
particularly over this longer trip Homme De Fer. a good second to Btownes Hi Lad at 
Hereford on ha huning bow. was beaten 17 lengths in third to Emhken at Wtocanton last 
tme but should figure in the frrah. Wflknre Roulette, a wen -beaten thrt when iriseat- 
ing at the test hi Easy Feefris Wbrcester race, can be given a chance of a place on Ihe 
pick of last season's farm Selection' MR MAGNETIC 


.. . „ JLaNiy 

D Creech (7) 

—.Guy Lawn (3) 


1.50 


CUemOyttB 

NWMvmon 
S Wynne 
R Jolsison 
. RDumnody 


1 0 cnl HARTSHORNE MOTOR SERVICES LTD MAIDEN HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) (DIV 0 £3,000 added 2m 6f 110yds 

50 BROWJOSHY (34) (BDL Racing) Mrs JWnsn 4 11 5 DLaehy 


13324 CHBlOKEECffiff (44) (ABoydflochfcrt) 09wwod6 11 5 J A McCarthy 

OUtH, DARK ORCHARD (30) (T J BwictQ I WMama 6 11 5 DBridgwtar 

0 -G 3 F FOLDING (18) (IhsMhu BaitiBy) Mm ABadeyfi K 5 TJenka 

41/ KING'S BANKER (SSI) (J E H Ccflnsj N Henderson 6 11 5 MARbganU 


1-3 KMQ ON THE RUN (54) (OF) (Udy Hetrls} D ffchctscn 4 n 5 . 

PH -2 MCEAPmOACH(15)(BdbRixm)RHodan4TI5 

00-204 RWB1 DAWN (30) (Uptaris Bocdskxk} C Brocks 5 n 5 . 


Jl Johnson 

TOncombs 

.GBradtoy 

MaU Coombs 
,R Dunwoody 

m 


0001 SEIZE THE DAY (7540) (Its N u Coonbe) M Coortoe 9 h 5 
4/224 SUBSUM COROA (34) (E r ) (M WSrd-Thwraa) T Forster 6 fl 5 — 

P-UFt PBMYAHB (B) (S A Brookaho*) S Bnxkxha* 6 n 0 MrP 

PPP-OP SHARP ALICE ( 11 ) (A Htdtaworifij A Hotagnrorth 0 11 0 Guylreita(3j 

0-0043 TAWNY WARBLER (13) (Ms P Ftoeson) Mrs P Rcdexn 5 11 0 MMchards 

-13 declared-' 

BETTMG: 11-4 Mr* On Ths Rim, 8-1 Brmfotfift M Charokae CM* 6-1 Soman Corta,7-1 Kfag’s 
Banker. 8-1 Rhmr Dura, 12-1 D*rk Orchard. 14-1 others 
IMS: irawbng abandoned cfae to frost 

FORM GUIDE 

BROWJOSHY, b hltfiy enco u raging fifth of 21 to Country Beat ante debut in a New- 
bury bumper h Match, showed that he would soon be mining races over turdtes when 
thad to easy writer Easin’ Rosa on Ms return M Wndsar last moreh. He was outpaced 
re halfway but kept on wen from the third last That was over two tides and Jenny Pit- 
mans gekfing wfl be much better suited by todays trip. Suntan Corda ms fexslh when 
favorite lor the Windsor race. 23 lengths belwx) Browfoshy. He kxfted a good prospect 
when ruvwr-tp to Spiendd Thyna at Lngfietd on fre sole start last season {Dark Or- 
chard fourth) but has twice failed to reproduce that farm ttis term, although Tkn Forster's 
horses ate going better now. Kktg On The Run beat Chrechtown Gtau who has already 
won over hunfles in this country, h a maiden Irish point-to-point In March and started 
warm favourite kx a Chepstow bumper cm his ftst run far David Nichataan. He could fin- 
ish only thsd of tine, beaten over ti lengths, to Irish Barker but retnatos an (ntareethg 
prospect and should be suted by ttis trip. Cherokee Chief had gome decent placed 
form over huldes Iasi season but ran poorty on his return re Towcastar whan fcxsth w 
Christchurch. Nice Approach, another sx-irish poritar, shaped well In second to Mistar 
Sandrmttch in a Newton Abbot bumper on Nb debut wer here wide Tawny Warbler 
has shown enough to suggest she can wto soon and ihe fine fc*m of Nfcky Hendersons 
rumere means that newcomer King’s Banker is one to note. Selection: BROWUOSHY 


J H ROWE CHALLENGE TROPHY (HANDICAP CHASE) 
(CLASS D) £5,500 added 3m 

1 00453 PMERLEYPIACE ( 34 ) (A J Crasser) N TmtonOwes 9 e 0 

2 THJ2P CHURCH LAW (31) (CD) (Ms L C TayWI M’S L tytar till 9. .. 

3 G 1 - 2 E POtKHBt (12) (Ms A L IMxxJ) T PcidEr 7 11 7 

4 342-2 COQLE WLL (3^ (BF) (8 Wnfcd S J Pot»1 D »? 08 on S 11 ? 

5 V&2 HIGHLAND JACK (D) (K Gbbons S B Csrdff) A 'Rnd 7 D 6 

_ 5 tinrlyml 

BETTING: 64 Cods HB, 3-1 ROudwr, 94 Church Law, 114 Highland Jack, 6-1 Pfrnbsrfay Ptaca 
FORM GUIDE 

OOOLE HILL a game wirier from Naughty Future on her retim at Market Rasen, woUd 
have gone Close to faBowIng up re Hunbngdon had she not Hindered at me last even- 
tuafly going down by a length and a half to Ugh Learie She has been raised 3ib far that 
but Is again not tidily tried. Poueher was having he fret race slnca beatng Ak» Smith 
14 lengths at Hereford m February when tan lengths rumer-tre to Sophie May at Worces- 
ter lost month. Helaled to progress at Ibwcastar recently: lumping left and frrehng last 
of bdc bo m Trix but shtxid not be writlsn off yet Ptmbertey Place has not won lor two 
years and was tailed off at Chepstow on Iks return, but the arrant font of the Tvriaton 
Davies horses is encouragng. Church Law. seven lengths second id The Gopher at Vtfar- 
wwk, was putted up at the same come last time m Over The Oeeft race. Highland Jack 
was no match lor Strong Tarquin in a three-runner Worcester race on his return n Octo- 
ber but can do better. Selection: COOLE hill 


7 3026 JET BOYS p7> (The J<5 'MXnr, 7 ” ° 

H F KINGS ANGEL (S3) (thaw* A ^ -■ 

9 XS&P U1TCHELL5 BKT (24) |A ° " 

V .04 P TRIPLE WITCHING (32) ftto E S fWWsi N Haderejn n to 2 

BETTING: 3-1 Denhm HIH. 7^ EbuNert EqlfkSSK Spnng Gale. 11-2 Flying Gnn»K M Tripls 
Wkdring. 1 M Jel Boys. IB-1 Cspenwray. 351 «h«s 

FORM GUIDE „ ^ 

EBULLIENT EQUINAME missed al last season but trial need not be aproUOT tor TO 
chaang debut He won first tme ou! both m T?94 ' 95 
tuTrfriot lop-dass. novice hurtler w.fh wclonw a 
oereon hoS«W really firing at Dresenl and ms one 
also runs TTfaie Witching, bul me n ysar-oM has 
had htxfcrg lam ot a swiAar level id Ebulieni 
over last tme bang puAed ito Ottowal valuable 

hschasng debut having shown inproved farm m make al n a ttree^wNgwoiynwice 

hurdle and then agan farce ihe pace m riw good C hehenha m r atre 

wfl be a danger So wfl Spring Gale, wrio won a Uttor^ harefre ^ 

rf HO last month but was then beaten ar 3-i on bv Utoh Ftow MDonoMK Danham 

HB1. no match tor EscartBfrgue on tas chasng bow ai Worcestat. took a heavy tal rix out 

when sb. bang in con.enbon at Wrinmck as, erne 


3.20 


2.20 


A H P TRAILERS WOMBOURNE SELUNG HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £3,000 added 2m 110yds 

00442 BVCOUN (13) (D) (BF) Ufa CBtxi Staid) lfcs A SUM 7 11 V) XAtajuu(5)V 

03-F46 RAGAUUFFIN ROMEO (F2B) (CD) (Iks 0 Sawyer) H Ccflngtogs Bltft.J Thornton 

4U4U RVTHU ROCK (13) (Pater (faddfie) D Oankflo a 11 ID - . RDUmnodyB 

3004F- ANLACE (FIT) (□) (The Feb BownesB Pwtwshfl S Ifekx 8 II 9 .C Webb (5) 

04QRXJ UULO (13) (BchartLee) RLea5 22 G Kogan (3) 

4F30-1 NORTHERN NATION p3) (D) (Ed Weelnre* W Cty9 1) 2 MAFfizgeraU 

330034 SOWN NECTAR (13) Ws C»d ftewrai)flaoherton 4 D« — - .RJoinson 
PffPP TAKEAFUfBtGa)(QD)(FtoiOEbamdRHodges7eB .TDescambe 


-iflssLPoge 
J Fta« 

.. NWHsnwm 
...Leesa Long B 
CLtomflynB 
. . .VStanery 


1.20 


HARTSHORNE MOTOR SERVICES LTD MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV II) £3,000 added 2m 6f 110yds 

1 f-UPP CLOBEEVBt BOY (35) {Ms J K ^nar) M Shepcod 7 11 5 Ik JM Pritchard 

2 AJRPO- GOATSFUT (304) (□ Jtras) B Rsecs 7 115.„ Gary Lyons B 

3 0O023 HOMUE DE FOt (40) (BF) (Mss M ItencOagadwi) K Botoy 5 T 5 N WBamson 

4 3203 PONG MOLE (47) (BF) IDenb Mfre) J Qd 6 11 5 _„M A Rbgerald 

5 OflO0 HU BAY SAM (2^ IDand John Robbns) R DUdn 6 11 5 JCAbpuu(6) B 

0 050-41 MR MAGNETIC (191) (Ms A L Wtood) T Ftam G IT 5 S Wynne 

7 ABOO POXARS CROSS (34) (A F MEnttt) G McCart 5 TI 5 R Stodrokoa (7) 

6 000 SAFE TO ASSUME £5) (R Q Brazinpon) H Brakglan Bus H Massey (3) 

9 04424/ WILLOWS ROULETTE (29) (fifes Jayne Brace] A Hdbbs 5 n 5 CUmeOyn 

B 01 H0CANTSJ.(B38) (Mis KBSotOP Murphy 090 R Thornton 

H 00034 s LUCRATIVE PBW (Z4) (Edtfc Wtoson) Mta C Catoe S HO D Leahy 

2 00 PO(iySSISTBT(22)(ltaPLAktoiey}CBsnMl5tlO R Johnson 

-12dedST«d- 

BETT1NG: 04 King Mole, 7-4 Homme De Ffc S-1 Mr Magnetic, 7-1 WMows RoMta. 25-1 CWbeew 
er 8 ok Goreeftri, MIO Bay Sam, PetSa'a Crate, Sale lb Aeanm, Hocantel, LuosUra Perk. ftMys 
Stator 


EFPP-F OFFICE HOURS fl 4) (OaKfatdHcrMTransporll R Bate 5 tl 8 
P0S-05 IBSSNKSHTOWL(47)(PATyfc»)RFio3t0iO« .... 

SD0O ANNABS-’S BABY (12) (Ifl (R J PashB) D Winfle 8 B 3 .. 

000 SPBB3Y SNAPS PRHJE (27) (Gerald WsO J C PoUtar 5 O 3 
050 MSH SEA (USA) (38) (5*0 Gomn) B Llewelyn 4 »0 ... 

UG0P5 VITA NUOVA (29) (The Stomon Seven) M^CHdaB DO . 

-14 declared - 

lifctanMTi i wu gl it. tost JJue teitflcsp vefaht hsftSeeSto T3B*. Vta Noova 9st iolb 
BETTING: 11-4 Rythm Rock, 4-1 RagamulKn Romoo, 9-2 Northern Nadon.1 1-2 Ericotin, 7-1 An- 
laca, 0-1 ipdtaNscte «-l MmMbMOwL 18-1 retwrs 
FORM GUIDE 

NORTHERN NATION retimed tram a 14-month absence to beat Galloping Gins a neck 
to a UttacBtor seAng harrdcap last month and can Mow up. He has been rawed 7tb for 
that win, but GsBoplng Gms wont on town oHa5toNghermark«Ludtowand North- 
ern Nation Is stfl wel handfcapped off a mark of 60 The fact that he has been gven a 
month to recover from the run la encouraging EricoHn ts n good term bul the hanefi- 
capper has his maasreo now, as he Is Sb Ngher than when three-sorters ot a length 
second to Dont d rasstord ton er at Bangor last tone, when he carried a 7lb penalty for fas 
earfw Fakenham wto. It is worth noting that Mtaa Night Owl finshad about seven lengths 
to front of Ericofli at Tiuiton last month r Uttie HooSganS race and is 14* belter oft 
Rythm Rock wfl appreciate the diop in dass attar fintshng fifth to Balarte ai Sandown 
and Surtey Secure at Newton Abbot this month, f&hard Dunwoody takes the ride. In- 
dian Nectar was beaten under five lengths to foulh to Zahoie at Bangor last tone and 
rates best of the other* Se l ect ion: NORTHERN NATION 


ALISON GALE HANDICAP CHASE (AMATEUR RIDERS) 
(CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m If 110yds 

BP 445 BORO VACATION (2M(D) IMS Cl a PawraorlPNcnresB 20 Mr JVbwfl g) 

2 MM NORTHERN SADDLER (T5) (D) rikJwd J Evans) R Hot®89 D R OJNJQoMey (7) 

3 5F&10 SHREWD JOHN (14) (D) (Mis D Thomas) Mn D Themes 11 11 4 JtaGBMtg 

4 -2423 UOBSTHI COTTAGE (19) (lfepr-Oen R L T Sttoges) K Botay 0 II 3 — Mr R IWdsy Q 

5 31WP GOOOFOR A L0AN(12)(T M JCurryi RLee D D C llr 0 McPhafi (7) 

6 306036 NORTHERN OPTBMST (25) (CD) (Msdwonn SnodwCUl) B UW^9J00 . 

. . ....Mtaa E J Jones (7) 

-sdaolarad- 

tfnmun meqft TOsr Tree Iwidtota •*&£ Nonham Cfcfrnar 8sf 2* 

BETTING 7-4 Lobator Cattose, 3-1 Northern Setkfcr. 7-2 Boro Viicirttorv 4-1 Shrete John, 12-1 
Northern Opttmtat. 16-1 Good For A Loan. 

FORM GUIDE 

NORTHERN SADDLER dwwed up we« n ha first three races this season, toctudhg when 
tour th to Nashvfle Star thrs month beaten under nine lengths. He flapped to WM Ttoiedls 
Newton Abbot race on heavy ground (which he has handed to the past) last ttore but 
he has dropped a handy 7ib as a result and a tl lb lower than at Windsor. Boro Vbes- 
tton firtewd betad Northern Saddler at Windsor and at FontweUnRarSaiimutananb race 
arxi is poorty treated with the selection Lobater Cottage has not JimpadwaJct late and 
may have Ms own ideas about the game, rts Windsor second to Friendly Kni^a was a 
good effort but he was beaten a long way m tfwd to Wayfarers Way at FAkanh am fas i 
bma Lightly-raced Good For A Loan has n*i we* fresh to the past so it was dtaappatottog 
to see tan pifled i*> at Cansnefc 12 days ago on Ns return. Shrewd John, a FOntwet 
wmnw an his final sun last season, can do bettor with Ms recent Hereford an behtod 
v«n 0 election NORTHERN SADDLER 


3.50 


2.50 


TOTE NOVICE CHASE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS D) £6,000 


added 2m 5f 110yds 

j iP-22 SPRING GALE (18) (BF) (M Crath BEaiP Man M Moore) OSwwood 6 114 

... J A McCarthy 

2 4 BERKELEY BLADE (17) (R UfflhHt and □ Matew) R Mahew 700 Ft Botany 

3 P22PW CAPB4WRAY (52) (B K Peppstt) J ICrig 0 1) 2 - CUretayn 

4 421-2F DENHAM HUL (15) (BF) (J E down) C Mm 6 0 2 - ROatwoody 

5 tMOF EBULLIENT EQUNAME (B57) (LymWbon)W HendasonBU 2 MAHbgondd 

0 2&5P FUfWG GUNNEH (35) (Ms R J Stan) D Mchttai 6 1) 2 - RJotaren 


RICHARDSON DEVELOPMENTS NATIONAL HUNT 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,500 added 2m 110yds 

1 O0P6 CMARUE BANKER (25) (DRACPamadto)KB(toa5 hO UAHtzgerald 

2 0 CLARES SPRING (2B7) Pakhprtog Radng) R Hodges 4 n 0 TDascortoa 

3 51-20 DIAMOND HALL (20) (D) (R DTudOri K Etorta 4 11 0 NWBfamson 

4 1-« GATFUW(5Zjm{GtosCfafa)NrM»3rH)ai*s5n0.- . . CUewaiyn 

5 O0OP GINGBI WATT (10) (High BMcGatm)RJ Price 5 K 0 - . . J A McCarthy B 

0 32 GOOCTOE GEORGE (1B)(MsMJ Bonel IksJRtorei 4 HO D Leahy 

7 0642 HAILSTORM (01) fPatof E Onion) D MdKbon 4 n 0... . RJohnson 

8 0 LANG WHANG (51) (MftNBwfcy) AJBwdyG H 0- . . . G Hogan (3) 

B 203- NBfER IN DfflT (223) (D) (M R Cbughj A Hotta 5 H 0 . R Dunwoody 

2 56 SNOIVBOV (315 (George BrodesJRLa* 5 HO R Thornton 

n G YOUNG SPAHTACUS (21) (B G Helyef) T Forster 4 ti 0 . . S Wynne 

2 2TO0 ITSIIOTSWlEp02) (MreGARobart) RRbflS B9 . . . J Frost 

0 42006 WSRE’S MIRANDA (20) (Mrs B Tayfcr) G McCart 5 1> 9 .. . . DBridgwter 

-ISdretaed- 

BETT1NG: 11-8 Goodtfme GMrge, 11-4 GsHk, 7-2 Hsistorm. 11-1 Young Spwtaas. 1M Dta- 
mond Hal. 14-1 Hmr In DebL irsnotskirple, 10-1 others 
FORM GUIDE 

GOO01TME GEORGE, Hvd to Wlnstan Run on his debut to a Sandown bumper, cfcl re- 
aly wel on Ms hunflng bow at Cheltenham to rwi Dawn Leader to tour lengths and can 
improve again to win this. Never In Debt could prove the danger Andy Hobbs five-year- 
old has run tvs best races when fresh, wmreng at Worcester on Ms debut tasi season 
and running a good third to useful sorts m AndsuepM and StormhfH Stag ai the same 
course to May having been off since Decanter Rktoard Dunwoody rides Dual bumper 
winners Diamond Hall and Gteflax cteappototad on thar hurdBng debuts at Wndsci and 
Uttoeter respecthraty. Greflax can improve with his stable In good farm now Hailstorm, 
rumer-up In a Gowran Park bumper on 30 October, makes his debut far Davrf uctioi- 
aon today: write Young Spartacua gave encouragement In sfadh ot 21 to Ro ad Racer ai 
Hitotngdon on Ms first nn. Setecboa: GOODTiME GEORGE 


CARLISLE 


HYPERION 

12.50 Tbm’s River 1.00 Prince Of Saints 1.30 
Valedictory 2.00 Valiant Warrior 2.30 Pentiand 
Squire 3.00 Hobldrk 3.30 Menshaar 


O P4-000 CSJIC CONHA (22) W Raed 0 to 7 TRaedB 

M 000 SANTA BARBARA C20)C Gram 6 10 7 G Ln 

BETTING: 3-1 Tbm'a Rhrer, 7-2 Areirt Wa Lucky, 4-1 Utah WMcteL 
11-2 Luzcndou, 11-2 Master Wood, 10-1 Mr FtangtpanL 16-1 MUM 
Boy, 20-1 other* 


2 03«Q JOWOOUY (33) Ms D Thomson 4 11 7 DPartw 

14 P- SEE MORE CASTLES (2B9) G A Harte 6 2 7 0P«n 

-Mdsctarad- 

BETTUiCh 11-4 Vatatectory, 4-1 C«n KenautU, Just One Question, 7- 
1 Jowoody, 0-1 Future’s Trader; Tbtem Fbta. 10-1 ShortstalL 14-1 otfwrs 


5 43-5 SWAMMLE FL5TH4 (42) N ByOOftS t)0 BGraHan(5) 

-Bdscmad- 

BETTNIG: 04 Once More For Luck, 52 Penttand Squha. 11-4 RosaM. 5- 
1 HehtaaMta. 14-1 SwsnMa Ryat 


GOING: Solt 

• nght-hand undufattog coume. 

• Racecourse Is on the southern outskirts of town on Durbar road. 
4 mies west tf Junction 43 of M& Bus service from Carfcate rai 
station which to 2 m3es away. ADMISSION; Cfab C13; Tanersafc 
£9: Course £Sl CAR PARK: Centre ot couree E4; remainder £t 

• LEADING TRAINERS: Mm M Remley 32-96 (32.7%). G 
Richards 30-29 (233%X J M Jefferson 13-54 (3J.1 %}, L Lungo 
13-84 (155%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 22-120 (175%) B Storey '18-159 
(113%). R Guest 1068 (H7%). J CaDagten 6-48 (174%L 

• FAVOURfTES: 147-355 (414%). 

BUNKBTED RUST TIME: Nona 


1.00 


HOARY TOM NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 

1 2F«P HATTOP (38) M W Eascfcy 6 2 0 . -ADobbh 

2 INCH] NGLETOMAN(24)(P)BMKaggartB20 8 Saw., 

3 05-FH PRWCE OF SAINTS (T^ (0) U Hamrml 6 11 7 _R Ganity 

4 90338 ADVANCE EA5T (20) (D) M Dods 5 n B . _ TReed 

5 1342V PERmST (RS07) M Hammond 6 B O — DBendey 

B F3CC2- WLLBALUT BOY (244) (D) G HchafriaT rtanSng 

7 P0PPP3 AHBEJAYBltS (4) Mss L SOdal 8 C 0 Jl Foster B 

-7 declared - 

MteiMB e wgfs. fttet 7rw faneSoap weight Aftbapybus flst 2b 
BETTING: M Prince Of Sterns, 01 KBtoBy Boy. 5-1 FUt Top. Advance 
East S-1 togtate fa n. 0-1 PapBtaL 06-1 Ahb^ytws 


2.00 


12.30 


GOSSIP HOLME NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV I) £2,500 added 
2m 4f 110yds 

634-31 RUSH wildcard (33) (C) J H Johreon 9H3.E CNtagfran 

05 ARBVTWELtfCKT(20) JJ0N9I4 2 2 RMc&Mlp) 

G0U3EN MEADOW JDoon 5 fl 2 DPsrtar 

P KWGPlP(50)DLanb5O2 JBuria 

M853 UIZCADOU (Hfl 00) M Hammond 4 10 2 RGarrftty 

5 MASTB1 WOOD (2i) C Gran SO 2 -RSoppta 

P4F; MIDDLE BM (781) D Mottatt 8 2 2 DJMcdMl 

OCOVF MR FRANGSW8 04) GnehateS 2 2 ADoMkl 

00- mEBGBt9GADE{375)FVfefehS1Ml K Johnson 

ooootv S8VER PRIDE (083) M Meagher 7 2 2 LWyar 

F5D THORNWOOOtKJJ CfcerS 132 B Storey 

202 TOME RtVEH (15) Mre M Reralay 5 02 PNten 


1.30 


GOSSIP HOLME NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) (DIV II) £2,500 added 
2m 4f 110yds 

1 40CB COUNT KA n MU G M 01) F Mwphy 9 0 2 — E Catalan 

2 *• HmJBTS TR4DB? p»T) M Hnvncnd 4 « C .JlGantty 

3 100 P2- JUST OWE QUESTION (284) JJONefl 7 2 2—. - 

R McGrath (3) 

4 PS MONOTONY (28) C Graft 4 02 MraSGrart 

5 40344P UOONUGHTVQtTUft£04) M VttreStlC-.S'tayfar P) 

0 6P0 NOUKAM (t^ J Howad Johnson 4 f) 2 . - BKanXng 

7 OVBI THE BUfW B MactBQgal 5 1) 2 B Storey 

a 402/3- GHORT5TAFF(2S7) MssLFfaraBB VC. A Dobbin 

9 53-20 1 TOTEM FOLE (6t0 1*5 M Rawtey 4 O 2 RMwn 

O VALBUCTCnr (P22?) P MonBtfi 4 1) 2. LWyar 

II OU WHAT THE HKX (2S) P Oiaffibougfi 5 10 2....AS Smflfl 

2 4F I GYPSYRACE (B75) M WEastHby 7D7._ .FIBdghryP) 


PIONEER FOODS ‘LIKELY LADS’ HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS C) £6,500 added 
3m 2f 

1 30433 VALIANT WAHRttfl (10) U Hammond 9 2 0 .. ..R Garritty 

2 224-21 CSWDH BOV (29) (p) Mrs J GoodMkm HUB ...S Storey 

3 F-It# LORD OF THE WEST f!7) (Q J J ONed 8 11 6 . . 

h McGrath (3) 

4 FOT4- fUZZATO 094 ) (D) W g'm T urner B if 5 . .JPoaer(7)B 

5 2PPP41 NOHTHBW SQUIRE 03) (CO) J M Jefleraon 9 2 13 . . 

E CaflagluBi 

6 IPS# ABBICnOMBY CHIEF (819) (D)JH Johnson 2 U9. . 

- - ASSndti 

7 33-12 COMMITTED SCHEDULE (20) (D) (HF) G Ffchxite 6 C Q . 

— BHanfing 

0 20406 fEAVENlYCmZEN(12)(D) JGtedson 900... K Johnson 

9 3Z-3JU FERN LEADER (4) C Gram 7 00 . C MoCOmack 0) 

- 9 declared - 

UHuun inji^fr Ifla Tiue handesp neQht CorrmiSBd ScfioaUB 3» I2A 
HaavuHyCtaen Ba iifr Fern leader ssrlto. 

BETTING: 10M0 VWw* Wnriac 7-2 Lord 01 The WaaL 4-1 CMIdh Boy. 
02 Comraktod Schedule. 7-1 Fare LaedK M Northern Sgulre. 10-1 Aber- 
cramby CMaL 20-1 ottrare 


3.00 


BRICK KILN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) 
£5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 


JCMtaghan 
. .H Guest 
.ECdtaghan 
... -D Parker 
. AS&nath 
A Bates (S) 
.. K Johnson 


1 05-311 BURNT UB 1 (13) (19 0 M Moore 7 n 2 . 

2 Oa^US ABSOLUTE FOUJf (12) Mn S Snrti 5 2 2 

3 ARACHE RAOER (4) FMuphy 5«2.. . 

4 562/3 BALUVAUGHANf10)EBklt7f}T?- 

5 OOPPF CRASHBALLOO 0(Q P ChB8Sbtou0i 0 V 2 
B 6434FP DANTCSAIB3UB (129) EAfcmi 0t)2 . 

7 S/45P6 HICKSONS CHOICE (Ifl J YtidB 9 0 0. 

B UPU&4 MGH HANDED (13) T Caktwel 8 1) 2 Mkhasl Brennan (3) 
9 A3-F3 HOBfOHK (80) A WAitt 0 0 2. . .K Johnson 

O 4/24- INTO THE WEST (274) (D) JH Jchnson BOB BHanSng 

n EBP- PAPBUSWG (250) (CO) G ffchants 5 O C A Dobbin 

2 F22 5U UP FOR RANStHIE 06) Ms A NaugMrai 6 tl E 

ta TJ Barry (7) 

0 31413- CELESTIAL CHOIR (F52) (D) (BF) J L Eyre 7 Q 7 B Storey 

- ISdadared- 

BETTWG: M Burnt Imp, M CetetW Chob; 11-2 PBperiMng, 7-1 WoTTm 
W asL 8-1 Hobkiik, 10-1 Mgh Hmdad, 10-1 BaSyreughan. 20-t othan 


3.30 [ BELLS RELD HANDICA P HURDLE 


2.30 


MARY BROW HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3,750 added 2m If 

OS-32 ROSSEL (4) (D) (BF) PMoree4h4T1 2 JJardlnafT) 

a-zn ONCE HOIS FOR LUCK p3) (CD) MS M Rewtey 6 11 9.— 

_ PNhen 

33*41- IFALLRSSNLS 049) (C^Lljigo9112 'W Donfing (7) 

22221 PENTlANOSOWE01)(Ct)) JJeffarEone 11 0 

_AKSnMi(7) 


(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

* P2JK0 RUSTY REH-(4q WGM Turner 7 20 J Power (7) 

2 iriPS NOODLE (USA) (12) (D) L Lurgo 9 n 5 R5iufe 

3 35O0U RAQAWOUR 00) (D) J H JoiVtoCn 5 11 4 ASSmflh 

4 30035 MBiSHAAR (USAJ (4) L Lungo 5 0 8 WDmritogfT) 

5 / 13620 LORD RULLAH (33) J Wbde 6 1) 3 ADefatsta 

6 a/m ■ KXMSH1NE DANCER (300) (C) Ms 5 Srrti 7 IQ 2 

- . . ■ - -- R Wlttwonp) 

• Dooewraa - 

BETTING: 1M MmstiSM; 3-1 Ratanpaw 7-3 Lord RuSah. 11-2 Noddn. 
13-2 Moonahkn Deacon 7 -1 Rutty Reel 


PLUMPTON 


HYPERION 

1.10 Strangle! 1.40 Wonderfull Polly 2.10 
Ragamuff 2.40 Kurakka 3.10 Dawn Chance 
3.40 August Twelfth 


GOING: Safi (heavy In home straight). 

• Laft-hand. imdubtlng causa with sharp benda Tricky downhfl 
fence «i bade stntighL Uphfl rw-fa ofMOycfa. 

•Course a off AZ75 S at Haywards Heath. Humpton stabon ad- 
jorts course ADMISSION: Members Cm TattersaRs E9; Course 
£S CAR PARK: £4 (centre Of course) & Cl 

• LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe — 23 winners from 40 rumen 
gnes a success ratio of S1%; J Jraddns T3 from 77 (169%); R Rowe 
13 from 67 (149%); R Hodges 12 from 61 {19.7%). 

• LEADING JOCKEVS: A P McCoy 30 wins from 83 rides gives 
a succmis rstto of 38.1 J R Kavanegh 2 from 66 (182%); B Pore- 
efl 0 from 67 p34%): G Bradley 7 from 25 (28%) 

• RAVOUHriES: W vwns in 447 races (434*). 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: None 


3 (2014 aiBfr CRACKER (M)M (toman 5 115 DGattoghra 

3 fflR-l STRONG Ta.04)(QM Pips 7 It 5_ A P McCoy 

4 0323-6 BOLD LEAP pBPRWstbarS 0 2 JLIteMmi 

5 JEWELLER'S WELLS DOBnm 5 10T2 UrS Dorack (5) 

S 1-3U3 JUST NIP (IT) Mrs L Rchadi 4 0 2 PHolay 

7 03 ROYJU.VAL£IR(10) JFttft-HejKsSOE — JGoUslMn(7) 

B OOM6 ZABAN03)JQflonJ4|)2 P»M 

9 CHanyiBEJCPouBon507 JCofaty 

t) OP MANQALADY (34) M MaOCte* 4 ID 7 BFtadon 

11 000 SANDANTE (S) R Buddar G D 7 JBPewal 

-11 dadared- 

BETTING: 3-4 Sbong TM, 3-1 SOent Crackar, 0-1 Just Mp, 7-1 banos, 
14-1 BoM LMp, 1M Zften, 2S-1 Royal War, 33-1 «h« 


2.10 


CLAYTON HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
F) £3^00 added 3m If 110yds 

20334 SCOTBV(BSJ (13) (C? fl BucWo- 7 n t>. BPmreB 

ea’FW OLIVER'S SECRET (11) (BF) M ft* 7 11 9 A P McCoy 

P43S- ARKTlfflA HAH 091) (CD) R Alter B 11 5 „AThomton 

6FS3 JOJO (21) (QD Gasset 7114 JRKmnagh 

IS RHJ GREYGOfilffli (14) TOLtcartiyStl 4 JCuloty 

• T53P3- HBRYFOXpSB) R Curts 9 11 4 JlrSDinck(5) 

25-PlF LA0C5HMG FONTAfltE (34) (BF) K Batoy 7 71 2P Hteay (3) 
444J53 PWLOVA (14) (C) RRCM7VO LAtptfG) 

aae ragamuff pokbfjphouk bob .....oiiudi 


Santa, 114 Scatty, 6-1 
in other* 




BETTING: 7-2 Laughing Fontaine, 5-1 
Ragamrn.7-1 Jo(o, 9-1 Apatore W, 


1.40 


ARDINGLY ‘NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 2m 4f 

SO- IP IRANOS (FFQ (25) (CO) (BE) MPfceSTi 5 C Maude 


1.10 


YEARS END NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,100 added 2m 

1 -CMP WIXDE WONDER 07) M Brads&xk 7 ri H A P McCoy B 

2 55-343 WONOemLPOlLY(1(B(D)PMcft* ?Tl3ATh«i<on 

3 U2-«43 PRMTTVE STREAK (4^ R Hodges 60 13 P Holey 

4 BU404 THUH00L(14) RRomS 2 2. AGantty (7) 

5 2fm> KARfCLEJCH MAN (2^ P Hfltta 7 n 7 GTOmwy 

6 4530P3 JOKER JACK (17) R Dean 2 2 3 JOokfahdn(7) 

7 O0U PMUSnATE(1D) JFfiBHHfeyesfl 01 Bfttotort 

B W JUST A BEAU (19) Me L Jewd 6 0 1 JRKaraugh 

9 PPfl» KONG1K UELOOY (34) C PopfamfcD 1 . . 5 Bunough B 

-0 (teetered - 

BETTING: 04 WtekfertuS POUy, 7-2 WbtM Wond*L 6-1 TfHItlOOL 7-1 
PrMte Streak, KtakMgll Han, 14-1 Kongit»Metody,20-1 JokarJadt, 
25*1 ethers 


2 An| FRAMRELD MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 

w«TW 1 ei m rnn n_ .. 


F) £2,800 added 2m if 

o CLASSIC EAGLE (12) Mi D Haire 4 n 5 JFTOey 

40 COMPASS POWTffl (17) i Betas 4 11 5.. -JSHcNWi 

5P4- miailNflE(F4l0)DOBnei4ii5 WMareton 

P-P4 JOCTOR DON f71) J S Uocre 5 11 5 JMmm(3) 

2 KUBAKKA p8) J GJfam 4 11 5 .....PHUta 

2 MAD ALEX 01) M Haynes 4fl 5 - C Maude 

00 SMART GUY (M) Ms L Jewel 3 H 5 DGdagher 

TISSUE OF US (USA) (R2Q J Ateurst 4 n 6 _A P McCoy 
5 BUlUINHEAVENp?) JCPou#3n5H 0 ..-.-JCMMy 
U BURffiNG FLAfffi 01) R Rarer 4 11 0.... J K McCarthy (7) 
«405P MY BLAOG9RD (45) (D) II ffradstodr 5 tl 0 „.AThontftin 

-11 declared. 

BETTWG; B-13 Kurakka. M Ttetuo 0* Lies, B-1 Ctaaalc Eagla, 10-1 Com- 
posaPofrtBr, 1«-i IQuminata, 16-1 Mad Ate, My Blackbird, 25-1 others 


„ ^ MfW (19) (C)(0) ee o B Ferton 

2 44W2 COURT MASTER (14) (ORftdte 90 n. 

3 U22M W1NSPIT (IS) (CO) H Aft* 7 fr 7 . AThorWn 

2 ^ WWW DOBnen 7113 WMrashn 

5 VtfH HEAD FOR HEAVEN ^55) (O R Hoad 7 h 0 JFDBm 

0 4)2501 DAYS OF TMJNDBt (4) (CD) Iks S Odd 9 O n f7«j 

1 W*(I9) W(D)MsLJwbI BTJ8 DG^hra 
B P3P34F DAWN CHANCE (19) (CD) H Haynag fl t) Q 

•si™.,,, 

Mranktoi W’fpfrt J(W fru.- fmfc .i/i unvht: Llnvn ■ Tun, . -y j #, 

WSEXESSr***”** 

1 

2 

3 

4 
9 


2W31 TOTALUf YOURS (21) (CD) M Pipe 4 q n APMcCowU 

^2Pi£5rSll fl ^ QLM ^ 5n7 .-.DaSSSi 

S2D-2 ALPWEJ0KERD9 Prttobs4 no kdS! 

32-203 TONMPttDGi^... 0 . 

2*5-0 AUGUST TWRFTH pa) (C) (D) D OBnen 9 O 9 

b OF-Off uwira'rabm pq (oj 'jNe* 5 c o ^‘jSS 

7 «P4 DOBEWARE^^Rk^^o 

Mninwnwe#* mu Tru- rumb-jp wnyv n.ji, iVjn-<*u -ft 



jliauu" a — 

|y after finishing second to 
Kerawi in the Christmas Hur- 
dle at Kempton. 

paim rateh is 14-1 with the 
Tote for tbe Triuniph Hurdle af- 
ter his success in the Finale Ju- gy- ftM1M **"*Z£T 
oioT Hurdle at Chepstow, while ^iSuhton* 33.1 Anw KtamC**; 
Upgrade is 33-1 with Coral loto Dorcet (Ctx****m. ie 
and Ladbrokes after his easy __ fan 

win at Kempton. 


iLTcadauaokL Grtnws. w trarc» 

£ Brigenta ' 

Ceeat 20-1 Finnegans HotaK nwww 
rig (NW*XY. H Ftixuay)- 

uudnom Hffl baton the On— P 
r^^onChaaa: Tl Aak Tom. 3- 1 Vkn9 
Dtte, 5-1 0.IM1H 
tM Or FtoyBl M-1 Sq«e Sfc2D-l 


Haw (Mi taAWEW 

Cmnnenctia Court (TYVitohrOsngfa; 


Ladbroke Handicap Hurdle (2m) 

WBamHM 


Corel 


0-1 


Graphic Eqo«fiaar (A l*XltB70ta) 

AMditaj (M Camatoo fGBl/nsQ 


10-1 

2-1 


10-1 


8-1 


10-1 


14-1 


doDthJ 


2-1 


Stavptoa (N htonderaonfesytMtab) 14-1 


toateWBtattortMDEtaaVtM 


18-1 


xyt 

16-1 


Hard Nawa ID KbtyWfifc) 


M-1 


14-t 

Jtl 

16-1 


HtaorJa«ta(AMnaWt»m 


2-1 


16-1 


Ttoataj (Lady Henias (GB)/tttai) 14-1 


14-1 

10-1 


16-1 


Thant Tha Screace tA P OBrianfllaOto} 


10-1 


rMm J Pl&nan (G8)/95tab) 26-1 


35-1 


14-1 

S-1 


16-1 

K-1 


Broken fBtaa (WRoperiM4fc)_ 


2-1 


20-1 


20-1 


20-1 

25-1 


Car*toMgaPte(PW«bg(GB)n0at2M 20-1 
Cfrcua Sta 1 (PMcricfean jG^lXhtnb) 25-1 


25-1 

25-1 


S-1 


25-1 


25-1 


2tM 


UltaMtaatoPMcAitaigtaW 


25-1 


16-1 


AlTttttfowat8gUrihgTV95f7t}) 


SI 


SI 


83-1 


20-1 

SI 


SI 


33-1 


ST 


ntfero Ban Vt (N MBacWSsMfl 

33-1 

33-1 

- 

25-1 

GdEttonl (P tJBradyhOaSt) 

20-1 

33-1 

33-1 

2S1 



[ Champion Hurdle (2m 110yds) 



Corel 

WHatnHM 

Ladbrokes 

IMa 

taMnq (A P OBvnAI) 

93 

M 

4-1 

4-1 

Shadow UretarlCEgarton) 

0-1 

S-1 

SI 

S’. 

Colter Bay (JOkfi 

n -1 

tM 

Si 

12-1 

9anitorito(DNeMacn) 

0-1 

12-1 

12-1 

11-1 

Refcnta (D rechobon) 

0-1 

14-1 

tM 

11-1 

Grey Shot OBakfeg) 

15-1 

16-1 

1S1 

E-T 

(Mure (C RodtoW) 

20-1 

29-1 

*1 

tM 

M»«lo (Us M Rectoy) 

25-1 

25-1 

2S1 

20-1 

Pr«»«i (M Pipe) 

25-1 

20-1 

2S1 

20-1 

On Support) (R Rowe) 

25-1 

33-1 

- 

2S1 

Data Star (JMJefienwri) 

tt-1 

40-1 

40-1 

2S1 

e*^M«y a quarter if»oda5r.pfacft% 7. 2 3 (Chotenham, 'fiiescfi^ 17 March) j 


Triumph Hurdle (2m If) 



Horea {Tranart 

Cotta 

WMntFV Ladbrakn 

tote 

RabdMw Frontier (A P OBIanAri) 

14-1 

tM 

tt-1 

. SI 

HMnwateh(MH>d 

«-1 

tM 

ttl 

14-1 

Buddy Manta (0 Starwood) 

20-1 

•B-l 

14-1 

20-1 

Khafaabar (C Rocha/H) 

1S1 

■B-l 

2S1 

aw 

Sound Appeal (A FcSEr) 

»-1 

1S1 

2S1 


tedtrAouriMPtn) 

e-i 

asT 

2S1 

20-1 - 

Tin French Furze (M Pipe) 

2S1 

2S1 

2S1 

20-1 

Upgre* (N TwotonOanes) 

33-1 

a-i 

33-1 

20-1 

Real Estate (DMchctoll 

20-1 

25-1 

4S1 

S-1 

£*7MteaQi*rt8rtf»oi«».placaj. T.a3(T7»*»tfwJJ. TTwrsdajr fSM»cW j 


Cheltenham Gold Cup Chase (3m 2f 110yds) 


HoreeiTrarer) 

Cota 

WfltaaHM Ladbrokes 

tote 

Doreni Pride [M Houn^rAQ 

32 

4-1 

SI 

SI 

The Grey Monk (G Rkhards) 

SI 

SI 

SI 

SI 

Imp"* Ctal (F Suthedand/bt) 

1S1 

7-1 

1S1 

SI 

Suny Bay (C Brocks) 

1S1 

Si 

SI 

SI 

See More Business (P fifchofc) 

7-1 

12-1 

12-1 

12-1 

Rough Cfaest (T Carey) 

14-1 

1S1 

1S1 

ttl 

ArMhgtanBgytGftehsrds) 

«-1 

2S1 

20-1 

K;V 

Owaanger Du Luc (M Pfaa) 

25-1 

2S1 

2S1 

■25-1 • 

Strong ProreiM (G Ktobaid) 

1S1 

20-1 

2S1 

20-1 

Barton Bar* (D ffchofecri 

25-1 

33-1 

3S1 

20-1 

Cytwgo (M Rpej 

B-1 

33-1 

an 

3S1 

Dwd IT Folay.VII 

3S1 

3S1 

3S1 

3S1 

Staqriy Deehtog (TEaaoby) 

2S1 

33-1 

— 

3S1 


M?.L^P..Msy.LTs 

MUSSELBURGH 

, J SLENT VALLEY (A Thccreon) 5-1 ; 

2. Feel A Linn u- 1 : 3. Mr Bom baattq ue 9- 
2 9 ran. 50 fav Audreys, Pearl (puled up). 
4. i (Mss L Sid da*. TadcastBr). Tote £450- 
CL4Q C2.H ClBQ Dual Fotecast Pitorin Conv 
puUwStra^ Forecast C4a?a T b» Trio: 

BU ! SEVERE (J 
Categhan) 7-4-. z Parsons Green Bov 25 
14 ran (2 finished). 11-10 bv Cu 
Boy [treeated rider) wqt by atfetanca fF 

Btoft ftjahyfanj) tub: C2.7Q. pp; 

4 2® ® Ca^gnan) 

4-1 . a. Northern Motto n -4 

RYBM2-1 12 ran. '/». I (j M JeffersorTteti! 

C6S0 - El7 C. ClSQi ClBQ DP- £}84 q 
CSF- £1370 Too. £4340 

2.30: 1 . STAN'S YOUR MAN (Mr S Du- 
r at *‘j 1 -4 1* lav: 2. Ybung Steven 10-1 ■ a. in. 

< Mra J Goodfalow. Eartstoni Tbto- 

TAUNTON 


NATIOMAL hunt 
FESTIVAL ’98 

1Z1H12£H.19TH MARCH 


FOR 25% DISCOUNT 
ttUB £40 (THURS £45) 


0 SAXON DUKE (G Tcmiejr) 4-1; 

R * 9atta 14 - 1: : »■ Canrera Man 
22*? 13ran - 5 v/ *- IP Mheheacft 
Tote: C4.70: £200 E2J0, eifiO DF: E2&5Q 
CSF: ES0.11 Tncash £M0a39l Trio; E22.XX 
J-SO: 1 . CLONGOUR (G Tormey) &-2 tav; 
2. TbBapofky n- 2 ; a Quiet Momenta 9-t 
IP Hobbs MneheadTbta: £670; 
ElfltX Cam E30q Dual Ftara oea - nnyi nee- 
£2031 Tnctat E207BS Trio: &650Q. Non ft*v 
r»r Montagnrau 

Z20: 1. LUKEWARM (GBtadey) 2-1 fav: 
2. Ffrtnigan Free 14-1 ; 3. AS Clear 9-L 14 
ren. 3Vs. 4 p Gandoffa Wantage). Tbta: 

aw: Ei.ia easa caaa df: cSig csf- 

£3104 7ri«Hfc£2iSOa Trro: £15-130 

23tt1.£TrCCIUAL(SKBly)3-1;2LBaw 

«-i : 3. Km mek «-i 13 ran. 8- a fav Pekey 

apo: £wa E24D E32Q DF; E3L9Q CSF- 
£2540 Trio: GBIOQ fi*t Astana 

14.^dLS‘S^« KASHMIR IGTfcnr»sO 
M-1 , 2. Reach The Oouds 7-1 ; a. Over THa 

if Hobos, wnshoad) Tote; ceiv mm 
E8^ £7m DF: caaaa CSF; SoS^tS 
est £2^7900 Trio: £30530. 

Jackpot £82312.70. 

g«repot EBSaa Quadpct EirgRn 

Place 6: £16&27TTm Ptace 5. 

• Seamus Du rack took his season’s 

S Uy *t 19 ^ ridin g a double at 
Musselburgh yesterday for Dawn 

GoodfeUow, with Stan’s Your Man 
and Tough Test Mrs GoodfeDow 
said later “Stan’s Your Man is cer- 
tainly the best horse I’ve bred and 
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Reiffel dominates as 
Donald takes record 


Australia 309 & 257 
South Africa 186 & 79-1 

The new Northamptonshire 
paceman, Paul Reiffel, scored 
his highest Test score and 
claimed his 100th Test wicket as 
Australia pushed for victory 
over South Africa on the fourth 
day of the first Test in Mel- 
bourne yesterday. 

Another English county 
player, Allan Donald, also had 
cause to celebrate, having be- 
come South Africa's record 
Test wicket-taker while taking 
figures of 6 for 59. 

Reiffel cracked an unbeaten 
79 off 1 15 balls with six fours as 
Australia's tail wagged to put 
Mark Taylor’s team in a strong 
position with a second innings 
total of 257. 

At the close South Africa 
were on 79 for 1, still 301 runs 
behind Australia, with Adam 


Bacher on 34 and Jacques KaUis 
40- The pair had put on 77 runs 
in 98 minutes for the second 
wicket, giving the tourists real 
hope of salvaging the match and 
going to the second Test in Syd- 
ney later this week still level. 

Reiffel had earlier continued 
a remarkable run of Form with 
the bat since his recall to the 
Australian team during last 
summer's Ashes series in Eng- 
land. 

In eight Tests since his return 
last June, the 3 1 -year-old has 
scored 463 runs at an average 
of 66.14, with four half-cen- 
turies. Reiffel then rounded 
off his day by removing open- 
er Gary Kirsten for a duck to 
claim his 100th wicket in his 
33rd Test. 

_ The Aussies had slumped to 
44 for 4, but Reiffel helped them 
reach 257 in their second in- 
nings as their last five wickets 
added 151 runs. Reiffel and 


Franks raises England’s hopes 




South Africa Under- 19 
506-9 dec 

England Under- 19 291 & 
36-0 


Paul Franks showed his top-or- 
der team-mates how to occupy 
the crease as be made a mag- 
nificent century in England 
U nder-l9s T brave rearguard on 
the second day of the second 
Test against South Africa Un- 
der-19 in Fochvflle yesterday. 

Franks, batting at No 9, fin- 
ished unbeaten on 1 19 in Eng- 
land's total of 291 which meant 
they still had to follow on but 
gives them a great chance of a 
draw. At dose, England were 3$ 
for 0 with one day left 

England started the day in 
deep trouble on 77 for 5 and lost 
Jonathan- Powell in the . fifth 
over when he was bowled fay the 
opening bowler Victor Mpitsang: 


Graham Napier looked un- 
troubled as be made 32 but 
drove leg-spinner Jacques 
Rudolph to Matthew Street at 
short extra cover to leave Eng- 
land 117 for 7. 

Franks and wicketkeeper 
Nick WBton, who came in when 
Chris Schofield was bowled, 
stuck to their task well, first see- 
ing off the new ball then cop- 
ing admirably with Rudolph 
and rhe left-arm wrist-spinner 
Gulam Bodi. 

Franks played sensibly and 
curbed his natural attacking 
instincts in the overs either 
side of lunch as he and Wihon. 
who reached double figures for 
the first time on the tour, added 
75 for the 10th wicket before 
WfltoD was caught at third slip. 

Franks brought up his half- 
century, which came off 132 
balls, with a square drive off 
Mpitsang, then look advantage 
of a firing attack. 


Michael Kasprowicz added 62 
runs for the ninth wicket, with 
the former Essex bowler 
Kasprowicz making 19. 

Glenn McGrath, the No 11, 
then heaped further indignity on 
the South African bowlers by 
cracking 18 as part of a 49-nin 
partnership for the last wicket 
with Reiffel. 

That hardly mattered to 
Donald, who had broken the 
late Hugh TayGetd’s 40-year-old 
record of 170 Test wickets for 
South Africa. He has now tak- 
en 171 wickets in 36 Tests. 

Donald, 3], was kept out of 
Test cricket until April 1992 
when South Africa was allowed 
back into international sport af- 
ter the apartheid era boycott 
During those wilderness years he 
was persuaded by South African 
cricket chief, Dr Ali Bacbcr, not 
to defect to England. 

Earlier in the day, Aus- 
tralian captain Mark Taylor 
scored 59 as he and Ricky 
POnling (32) got their side off 
on a steady start. 

It was Taylor's 36lh Test 
half-century and a courageous 
innings under trying circum- 
stances- He defied the South 
Africans for 248 minutes, faced 
195 balls and hit four fours be- 
fore he unluckily fell to the off- 

spinner Pa l Symcox. 

Australia mm toss 

AUSTRALIA - First tamings 309 [R T 
Ponthg 105 S ft WUu^i 96: P L Symcnx. 4- 
60V 

SOUTH AFRICA - First Innings 186 (G 
Kreten 83) 

AUSTRALIA - Second Innings 
(Ovemght 67 for 4) 

"M A Taylor c Cidnan 0 Symco. 59 

R T Porting c and b Polock . .... 32 

I A Healy b Donald 4 

P R RfiMM not out 79 

S K Warm c Syraor b Donald » 

MSKasprowtczc Kirsten b Donald. . « 

G D McGralti c McMtan b frirx* ffl 

Extras (tx, to3, nM) . — ..11 

Total (962 overs) 2S7 

Fall of wickets: 5-V6. 6-126 7-128. 8-14& 
3-206 

Boring: Dontfd 27-6-596 0it»V Pblock 21 
2-5-56-3 finfiV Symctw 35-960-1 MduOan 
2-0-6-A Wusaner 9-2-28-0. Cronte 2-0-11-0 
SOUTH AFRICA -Second Innings 

G Wreten b Rarffef 0 

A M Bacher not out 34 

J H Kalis not out .40 

Extras (banba .... .5 

Total (tor 1. SO ovors) 79 

Fart of wickat 1-2 

Bowling: McGratn 9-4-tMl Redial 6-3-3- 1 
(nb). Kaagrowce 4-0-S41 Wame 9-1-27-0 
(nbj, M Misjgh 2-tW-O 
Umpires; S Budmoc. (Wl) and S Randal 
(A us). 



Off the ground: Jacques Kallis, of South African, takes evasive action in Melbourne yesterday 


Photograph: AFP 


Clark steers Australia to World Cup 


Pete Davies 

reports from Calcutta 
New Zealand 164 
Australia 165-5 
Australia win by 5 wickets 


Eden Gardens did tirewomens 
World Cup proud yesterday, 
with a largely female crowd of 
some 50.000 bringing a cheerful 
atmosphere to Australia's contest 
with New Zealand in the final. 

They were rewarded with a 
typically alert and combative 
performance by the side that has 
always looked the most com- 
plete outfit here; Australia won 
by five wickets with two overs 
and two balls to spare, and the 
outcome was rarely in doubL 

After New Zealand chose to 


bat, the opener Debbie Hockley 
scored a brave and responsible 
79 off 121 balls, which, against 
an attack of Australia’s quality, 
was certainty the best innings we 
have seen in this tournament. 
Unfortunately, apart from their 
captain, Maia Lewis, who con- 
tributed 10 runs to a fourth-wick- 
et partnership of 38, no one 
stayed with Hockley for long. 

The Australian strike bowler 
Cathryn Fitzpatrick was quick, 
recording figures of 10-2-22-1. 
Her partner in pace Bronwyn 
Culver is not as rapid, but sbe 
moved the ball about, removing 
Hockley’s opening partner, 
Emily Drumm. Ibw for six with 
a beautiful delivery. Australia's 
fielding was similarly relentless, 
typified by the sizzling 30-yard 
throw from point to the 


bowlers' end by Michelle 
Goszko that ran out Kathryn 
Raroel with a direct hit. 

New Zealand were all out for 
164 in their penultimate over, 
not much of a total, but there 
was a doubt over whether Aus- 
tralia could bat down the order 
as they* have not needed to 
here. They proved they could, 
although their opener and cap- 
tain. Belinda Gaik, shouldered 
much of the load with a steady 
52 off 81 balls, her 1 llh fifty in 
40 international one-day in- 
nings. It took a sharp return 
catch by the off-spinner Cather- 
ine Campbell to remove her. 

Too much of New Zealand's 
work in the field was otherwise 
sloppy. Gark's departure left 
Australia on 117 for 3 in the 
34th over. Karen Rolton and 


Melanie Jones stayed calm and 
put the bad balls away to bring 
the target inexorably closer. 

New Zealand's shortage of 
quality bowling was exposed 
when, with Australia needing 
only nine runs off the last six 
overs, Ramel came on, and 
promptly bowled two wides in 
her first three balls. 

Bronwyn Calve r took Aus- 
tralia home with a four and a 
single off Ramel as they be- 
came world champions for the 
fourth time in six competitions, 
and deservedly so. 

It was unfortunate that right 
of England's beaten semi-fi- 
nalists did not stay to watch 
them do it. It is understandable 
that they wanted to go; that they 
were allowed to do so. howev- 
er. did not go down well here. 


S AILIN G 

Brindabella 
edges Exile 
in tight finish 

The Australian maxi Brind- 
abella won the Sydney-io-Ho- 
barl race yesterday in a cat ' 
and mouse finish with the I 
Hong Kong pocket man Ex- , 
ile, breaking the four-year 
“Hobart hoodoo" of its own- 1 
er and skipper, George Snow. . 

Brindabella, the race 
favourite, took line honours 1 
on Hobart's Derwent River 
just nine minutes ahead of Ex- 
ile, after a tactical duel up the 
river in light fickle winds and 
an outgoing tide. 

Brindabella look two days. 
23 hours, 22 minutes and 48 
seconds for the 630-naufical 
mile race, after duelling with 
Exile for almost the entire 
race along Australia's east 
coast. The two boats were 
Devcr more than one nauti- 
cal mile apart for most of the 
last 200 miles of the race. “It 
was one of the most exciting 
yacht race finishes in the 
world," said Snow, who fell 
confident of winning only in 
the last five minutes. 

Brindabclla's victory ends 
a series of disappointing cam- 
paigns for Snow, a Canber- 
ra property developer. In 
the past four years, Brind- 
abella has price finished sec- 
ond and twice been forced to 
retire with damage to gear. 

“It's great - no more Ho- 
bart hoodoos," an exuberant 
Snow said after docking at 
Hobart’s Constitution Dock. 

Snow led the initial 1 15- 
strong fleet out of Sydney 
Harbour last Friday, followed 
closely by the Swedish maxi, 
Nicorette. and Exfle. But 
Nicorette was forced to retire 
with structural damage. 

ttbrwick Miller, an expa- 
triate Australian business- 
man, made a bad start on 
Exile but overhauled her big- 
ger rivals on Saturday as they 
sailed into strong southerly 
winds. By Sunday, Brind- 
abella had regained the lead 
under spinnaker and the two 
boats began a match race off 
the coast of Tasnania, with the 
rest of the fleet off the pace. 


SKIING 


DARTS 


ICE HOCKEY 


Remarkable Maier reveals liking for downhill Harrington survives hiccup Steelers steeled for Storm storm 


Hermann Maier, the sensation 
of this season’s Cup circuit with 
seven top-three finishes in eight 
races, extended his lead in the 
overall standings yesterday 
when he edged his fellow Aus- 
trian Andreas Schifferer by 
0.03sec for his first World Cup 
downhill victory. 

Maier, who has shot to the 
top of both the overall and 
downhill ranking in only his sec- 
ond full season on the circuit, 
skied Bonnie's icy SteMo piste 
in 2min J-59sec He put up a bril- 


liant. aggressive performance on 
the top half of the course to lead 
Schifferer by over half a second 
at the midiray split and coped 
with difficult light to hold on for 
a victory that surprised him. 

“My tactics were to take it rel- 
atively easy today and then go for 
victory tomorrow [in a second 
downhill]," be said, “f made a 
few mistakes near the bottom 
and I found it difficult to see. 
One minute I was in sunlight, 
the next in darkness and I very 
nearly lost it completely." 


Werner Franz claimed his 
first lop-three finish of the sea- 
son in 2:01.79 and Stefan Eber- 
harter took fourth in 2:0 1 .83 as 
the Austrians lightened their 
grip on the World Cup speed 
events, Norway’s Lasse Kjuswas 
the best placed non-Austrian, 
fifth in 2:02.01. 

Italy's Kristian Ghedina, the 
joint leader of the downhill 
standings with Schifferer before 
yesterday’s race, managed only 
14th place in a disappointing 
2:02.62. 


The opening day of the World 
Darts Championship at Pur- 
fleet, Essex, witnessed an er- 
ratic. but ultimately comincing 
performance from the fifth 
seed. Rod Harrington, in heal- 
ing John Ferrell 3-0 yesterday. 

Harrington won the first set 
in three straight legs and then 
won the first two leg? of the sec- 
ond set. He was hitting trebles 
and doubles at will and ap- 
peared certain to romp home. 

However, the match was 
halted for minor repairs m a 


computer showing the scores 
and Harrington’s form suffered 
a similar hiccup. 

“! was going like a bomb," 
he said, "but after they stopped 
the match I found it difficult to 
get going again and I was lucky 
to win the set." 

Ferrell missed 10 shots at 
doubles as he tried to clinch the 
second set and Harrington 
scrambled through on his sev- 
enth attempt at a double. With 
his confidence regained, he took 
the third set ty three legs to one. 


Sheffield Steeleis are expecting 
a backlash from Manchester 
Storm today with both clubs 
knowing they face a make-or- 
break Express Cup lie at the 
Nynex Arena. 

Alex Dampier's side did not 
have a happy Christmas as 
Steelers suffered two shock 
home defeats to Nottingham 
Panthers and Bracknell Bees in 
the space of three days. 

Bui Sheffield are Manches- 
ter's bogey side this season as 
ihev have won three and drawn 


one of their four meetings, with 
Storm in need of a Cup tonic af- 
ter one win from six games in the 
competition this season. Both 
sides, two of the favourites to lift 
the trophy, are in danger of the 
humiliation of not even reach- 
ing the semi-finals. 

The Sheffield coach, Clyde 
Thy!, said of his side: “I’m sure 
they will want to settle this 
now.’’ 

Newcastle Cobras, mean- 
while, have started their Express 
Cup campaign in identical fash- 


ion to the Superlcague - with 
a string of defeats - but are now 
hoping history that repeats it- 
self. Cobras lost eight in a row 
in the league before a 5-4 borne 
victory over Nottingham Pan- 
thers- their opponents today af- 
ter a run of five successive Cup 
losses. 

The other game of the night 
is the Thames Wley derby, with 
Bracknell at home to Bas- 
ingstoke, with Bison having 
won two and lost three of the 
five meetings so far. 
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American football 
NH. Playoffs Drat round: AmarfcanFoot- 
bal Confaw nc o : Naw England Patriots 77 
Mternl DoWtins a NrfooSfoottwB Con- 
faraacae Tampa Bay 20 Doboft Lions XI' 

Athletics 

Khafid Skah, the former Olympic 
10000 metres champion from Mo- 
rocco, has amouxecl he wi taka part 
ft (he County Dirham Wamartonsi 
Cross-Country cm Saturday. 

Basketball 

NHA:l*Msata93DewoflfiB;Marni l0l £■ 
(Sana 90; Seatfle tofl Phoenix 97; Utah 89 
Wnmwar ». Sacramento 92 Wwarfotollta 
90; Boston t» LA Lahore «2; Portond 82 

San Antrim 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L Pet GB 

Miami te 9 678 

Orlando 17 12 586 Tb 

Near York te 12 571 3 

Naw Jersey « 12 566 3 'b 

Boston 14 -a 556 47- 

Washington 15 15 500 5 

PNtedtttphta 7 20 2SB 117. 

CENTRAL DIVISION 

Chicago — 19 9 879 

Atlanta te 10 655 V, 

Indiana 18 10 643 1 

Cleveland 17 10 530 Yh 

Charlotte 17 n 50T 2 

MBaoukae 13 S A64 8 

Detroit 13 17 A33 7 

TbfCfltp — * 34 343 15 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
MIDWEST DIVISION 
W 



San Antonio. 

17 

Minnesota _ 

M 

Dallas _ 




PACIFIC DIVISION 
Seattle — 23 

LALakars ~ 

Phoanlx 

Portland 

22 

17 

17 


Sacramento — . — n *9 

Golden State 7 20 

LA Clippers 6 2* 


Pet GB 
621 

607 7. 

600 1 
500 3 'h 
345 8 

.179 12'h 
014 15 

793 - 

.759 1 

654 47. 
630 5 

387 12*/. 
159 15 

200 n't! 
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Sid Hotline 

Latest snow and weather reports 
from 200* resorts fci Europe and 
North America. . 

Voice repom 0891 333 I K) + code 
- five reports 0897 500 086 + code 

For a fufl Bst of all sU codes 
• voice or fax tfei 0990 HO B43 

fSJd Snapshot 
"-At r glance to snow conditions at 
: oytr 200 resorts world-wide 
■M9T500 60I 

in association with 

N EWSTEL 

III w tUrfllG H . If 


AROUND THE RESORTS 


Resort 

ANDORRA 

PM ,. U _- 

AUSTRIA 

55557 1 — 

BULGARIA 

Borovets — 

CANADA 

TnmCbrt . — 

FRANCE 

Argenorte ' 

rrAiy 

CpnrtM 1 

NOKWAT 

Ge*J- -j 

ROMANIA 

Ranj 1 

SPAIN 

Sesra NevatB 1 

SWEDEN 

Surien — — '■ 

SWITZERLAND 

Hewers - ■ J 

UNTTEP STATES 

I p&icn>4rte 1 
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Cricket 

SECOND UNQER-19 TEST 
(Foctrvtfle, SA, day of lour) 

Soutfi Artca wo n loss 

SOUTH AFRICA UNDER-1 9 -First Innings 
506 toe 9 dec (M van Wyk «8 G 6& J 
Mytvrfr 64. G P Swann 4 901 
ENGLAND UNDER-19- First Innings 
iCwemighi 77 lor 5i 

G R Napter o Street t> Rudolph 32 

J C Powell b Mptwng . 1 

C F ScttMeU b HudoJpn ... at 
P J CrarLs not cut . . 1® 

fN J MMon c Street o Sarmedeen ra 
J O Grow r van Wyk b Cteea 12 

Extras (b4 t>8 w2 nb!3 26 

Total (112.4 oven) 291 

Fall (com): 6*1 7-117 8-128 9-203 
Bowling: Lfcus^ng 18 J-57-1 Cneed 154^- 
56-3. Samsodeen 16-2-49-3 fVj*4c-n 39-17- 
62 3. Sc<a 2Ck6-ai-i: ^^nl 4-0- M-C 
Second Innings 

S D Peters noiou’ 21 

RWT Key not out 8 

Extras (b2 nb5t 7 

Total (lor 0. 17 overs) 36 

To bat: M A Gough ‘0 A Shah G P Swann 
G ft MBpter. J C Fowe*. C P Scttotiefci P J 
Franks. J O Grove TN J Wtm 
Boetog (to dale): Creed «- *-0 k^xtsang 
5-1-98. Samsodeen 3 t-5-0. Rudolph 3-34- 

a 

Umpires: K Huner and A OC-omn* 
WOMEN'S WORLD CUP FINAL 
(Calcutta) 

New Zealand ion loss 
NEW ZEALAND 

D Hof*Jey b Fnzteinrt 79 

E Onimrn 0 CaNar 6 

S Frutn r Ctart b Calvei . 8 

K Wiiners C Puce e Mtwen 5 

•M Lewis trn b Mango . . 10 

K Rama rif' out t 

C NchCtson tm b Roflor . 2 

S McLauchtar si Prew b R-stton 8 

ff? Hots - Cetvnt 0 Mason J8 

C Campbell not oui .3 

K Brown rim our . 

Extras (blO wi3l 23 

Total (485 overs) 164 

Fall: 1-vt2-363-45i4 87 6998-104 7-t?5fr 
1559-157 

BowHiig: Fiucei'ic* 10-2-23-1. Galver 10-1 
29-2. Mason 9J 4)-3t-2. Margo 6-1 -28-1. 
Rchon 6-1 -25 2 FahevOi-W-O 

AUSTRALIA 

■B Oart c and b Campbel -3«' 

J Breed bent c Lewis b Ramet <5 

M Ga&zko b Wimers 37 

H" won ' Brown b Ramel 

M Jceos b Wdhers ’7 

B Galver rail out 7 

O Manqo ncJ out 'J 

Extras 'ib5 «>4 w3 nbli U 

Total (lor 5. 47.4 overs) 165 

Fall: 1 36 2-107 3 07 4 '53 ^tfO 
DM nor bat (.'Mason WFirca C Fnaian^t- 
A Fanay 

Boring: VtMhora ^2-23-2. facnoisOT B-l 
2«.Q Brcwm l-O W-O Ramel 44 0 23 *. 
Campbell lO-i -36-i McLaurtHan 9-0-26-0 
HcK>lev3OC0 

Australia won by tlvs wickets. 

Umpire*:^ vand A Bhar™7u»/f*. 


Darts 

SKOL WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP (Purfleet, 
Essex) Group B: B Anderson (Engl b>G Var- 
ner (US1 3-1 Group C: R rtarmglon (Eng) 
t»J Fenel lEng) 38 Group R P fctenlw (Eng) 
bt j Uyne (Eng) 3-a Group H: A Wlamner 
(Eng) W S Ettwm (USI 3-1 
BRITISH OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS (Earls 
Cowl London): Men's singles (best ol 
three sets): Ousrter-flaels: p Dawes frtbl) 
tx J Walton nurksi 2-t . D AsAew (Sixrey) bt 
R Hawtais i Sussex) 2-1.. C MorMHarrtsi bt 
F Hogan (W Mwandsi a-o. L Walace (Scot) 
bt P Wright ( Norfolk) 2-0. SernF-finats: 
Davies N AsNaw 2-1 : Mor* bt WWtoca 2-i 
Flnel: M^ri bt Davies 2-a Women's skries 
(besf of five legs): SemMlnals: T G waiver 
(Warvnojvsre) « C Howai (Cumbna) 3-0: M 
Solomons (London) N F Hoeneebar (Nath) 
3 -Cl Final: GiJrvw 01 Sotomons 3-i 

Hockey 

WOMEN'S UNOEH 21 TERRITORIAL 
TOURNAMENT (Milton Keynes: Second 
day ol three): West 2 South 0. East i Mkl- 
lartds a North t Wes( 0; South OMiotands 
3 Standings: 1 uriands (P3 Pls9): 2 
Nortn«-« 3 ttfes CM). 4 EasrC-f). 5 South 

ra-w 

Ice hockey 

NHL: NY Rangers 4 Bosjon 3: Chicago 2 
Anaheim a 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
NORTHEAST DIVISION 

W L T F APIs 

Pittsburgh B C 8 V* 90 46 

Montreal 20 15 5 114 97 45 

Ottawa 16 17 4 99 90 40 

Boston 17 16 6 99 101 40 

Carolina W 20 5 WO 1B3) 

Buffalo G 18 6 88 100 32 

ATLANTIC DIVISION 

New Jersey 24 « 2 til 71 50 

PhSadelphia 21 U 7 107 65 43 

Washington ,W 15 8 105 106 40 

NY Rangers IS 17 12 V4 112 36 

NY Islanders 15 18 5 103 106 35 

Florida- W 20 5 tfl TB 33 

Tampa Bay 7 23 7 66 TM 21 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

W L T F APta 

Dallas 2$ 9 5 CM SI 55 

Detroit 34 9 7 137 96 55 

St Louis 22 O 6 120 99 50 

Phoenix 16 16 7 107 106 39 

Chicago 13 « 7 83 88 33 

Toromo 13 « 5 85 109 31 

PACIFIC DIVISION 

Colorado 20 8 11 120 95 51 

Los Angeles 15 16 6 105 106 36 

Anaheim 13 ta 7 92 06 33 

Sanjose U ti 4 91 XM 32 

Edmonton— If SB 91 n6 31 

Calgary 21 8 Ol E0 30 

Vancouver 1121 6 KJ7 C6 28 

EXPRESS CUP: Sheffield SteelereS BraCk- 
nei Be&> 6. V ^ccnrsh Ea^es 5 Manchester 
Siorm 3. Baangstoke Boons 2 Newcastle 
1 lOll 


Rugby League 

Adam Griffin, the 22-year-old former 
SaffodgoaJ-kxMngiri^ 
tng another Super League dub, 
Sheffield on trial Qfffh played for Sale 
rugby union dub last season. 

The British Amatetr Rugby League As- 
sociation i& to Investigate an IfMem- 
pered Ybntsfwe Gup final between 
Sddai and Featheretone Lions at 
Hafifax bi which foLr playens ware sent 
oft three offiers sent to (he sin-bin and 
two woman spectators invofved in a 
fight Sindayls match, won 9-6 by 
Featherstone. boiled over as early as 


er-coach Andy Hancock, one of four 
players eventually dismissed, went to 
the sin-bin foBowing a midfield mef£a 

Skiing 

ALPINE WORLD CUP (Bormio. IU Men’s 
downhill: 1 H Maer (Art) 2fr»i Ot59sec; 2 
A Scrtferer (Art) 2 0162; 3 W Fraro: (Aul) 
201^:4 S Bberhaner (Aut( 2i«S3: 5 L 
(Non 2.0201; 6 Chrsnan Greber (Austns) 
202»; 7 W Besse (Swit) 2:D22»; 8 R 
Assinoer lAut) 20231 : 9 J-L Cretier (Ft) 
20240; 10 H Tnr« (Art) 2:0245: 1 1 P Rung- 
gaidier (It) 2:0258: 12 N Birin (Fr) 2:0260; 
13 D Cuche (SwrtJ 20261; 14 K GhecSna 
00 2:0262. IS £ fAxTvnsLy (Can) 20268: 
16 B Swmrrte (Can) 20278: 17 P Vitaflm 
(10 2:0294; 18 L Souder (Can) 2:0296. 19 
W Psrathener (It) 2.0329: 20= S Krwss 
(Garx X Gigaiidet (Swrt) 20354; 22 P Ac- 
eola (Swrt) 2.036B: 23 B Keman (Swit) 

FIXTURES 


Football 

7no unless stated 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
RUST DIVISION 

Norwich v Portsmouth (7A5) 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 

Hamilton v Airdrie — _ — 

RYMAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE Second Di- 
vision: Braintree v Wrtham Guardian In- 
stance Cup third round: Baraham Wood 
v Dagenham S Hedhndge: Camteriay v Oit- 
ford City: Sutton Utd v Basmgsioke. Third 
round replay: Bedtotd v St AUens. 
UNIBOND LEAGUE CUP Third round re- 
piar Bdper V Behop ArxMend. 

UNMET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First 
Division: Ctschestar v Anstdei: Eactbcxvne 
Town v Haflsham; Hassocks v Pescehaven 
4 Tetscombe. Horsham YMCA v We OeK: 
LRtWiamptan v Wldr. Rlngma v Buraefie l-tt 
SaWtean v RedhB: Satsey v PorrfleAt Shore- 
ham v Pagham: Wbrtehawk v Langney 
Sports 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Premier Division: Arnold v HudtnalL 


2:0371; 24 K Stvertsen (Nor) 2:0362; 23- 
FMarin-Crt*ar(Fr).ADuv*ard(Fr)2OTfl5: 
27 A Brazavsek fStovonl 2^)367: 28LG8F 
b 09 2:D3B9; 29 A Hermann jSwh) 2X1393; 
30 E Setetto CD 2X)405: 31 G Mater (Art) 
£0422; 32 A J Kitt (US) 2:0425: 33=» D Pra- 
tt* (Fr). P Ortfeb (Art) 2:0429: 35 M Brun- 
ner |Ger) 2:0442; 36 H Tscttwner (Switl 
2:04S4: 37 J Master (LBCht) 2HM6T, 38 M 
Frier (It) 2:0472; 39 G Bel (GB) 2:0511 ; 40 
A QtwnoW (Nor) Z0SSZ 41 C ftrrar (Swit) 
2:0566. 42 L Sprenger (tt> 2:0589: 43 B Za- 
totrl (Cz Rap) 2:0705: 44 V 'SKoshra 
(Japan) 2KI75L Leading World Crtidowtv 
hffl Btandhm: 1 H Mater (Art) 209pts; 2 A 
ScMtersf (Art) 202: 3 K GhecSna fit) MO; 

4 L Kjut (Nor) 137; 5 S Ebernaner (Art) 06; 
6 R Asssigsr (Aut) R3; 7 J-L Crrirr (Fr) KS: 
8 W Fwe (Art) 9C: 9 F Strobl (Art) 90; 10- 
H Trrtd (ArtJ. C Greber (Aot) 77. 12 P Rtng- 
gakSw (It) 7i: 13 W Besae (Swrt) S3: 14 K 
AAamodJ (Nor) 58: « N Birin (Fr) 56; 16 
D Cuchs (Swrt) 54; 17 J Strobl (Art) SO; 18 
F Nyberg (Swe) 40: 19- W Perathoner (hi. 
L Catnwo (It) 35 OveraM Murid Cup stand- 
ings; 1 Maier 589pt3, 2 Ebethaner 446; 3 
M ton GrfWgen (Swrt) 390; 40 Aamodf323: 

5 Strobl 308; 6 ScNtterer 301; 7 K)us 239: 
8 C Mayw (Art) 232. 9 H Knaus (Aut) 220; 
lOSLocher (Swrt) 199; 11 Ghedina 178; 12 
P Accxte (Sri) T72: 13 F C Jagne (Nor) 168 : 


14 S \fa*etter (Art) 156; 15 A Torrfca (It) 
141; 16 T Grarxi (Con) 139; 17 Franz 138: 
IB T StangassJnger (Art) 135; IB G Matter 
(Art) 04; 20 Cretier 124 

Table tennis 

Desmond Douglas is poised to came 
hcxnetDplayJorDartngtoninthePre- 
nitsr Divi6)on of the British league Dou- 


Lsague Cup third round: Amtthorpe VVtoi- 
tare v GtaaMtoughlEn WeHare; Denauy v Hal 
fkwd Rangsrs; Mbhhrough Bndge vCtnon 
Ashton. 

£WSON WESSEX LEAGUE CUP: New- 
buryvBemertonHerthhtartequns.Russeti 
Cotaa Cup: Lymngtoo v An&xrat. 
PONT1NS LEAGUE Premier Division: 
Msncfresiar LW v Leeds (TO) (a Bury FC). 
Ftrat DtvMon: Oldham v Gnmsby (ft)) ta 
Satybridgo C&ttc FC}. 

Rugby Union 

ALU ED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP One: 
Ban v North a mpton (30): Leicester v New - 
casde (745): London Irish v Saracens (730): 
Sale v Gioucssier [7301: Vtesps v Rfchmond 
P30) 

Ice hockey 

EXPRESS CUP: Bacftnef Bees v Bas- 
(ngstoke Boon (BO); Manchester storm v 
Sheffield Steeters (730): ftewcasto Cobras 
v Nortigham Parahera (70). 


giaa 42, has commuted from his 
Waisafi home to ptey tor Rouen in 
France for the last three years, after 
leaving Market Draytorfe Grove ctob 
in 1994. Now Darlington have offered 
Mm terms he seems certain to acceft 
and he w* spearhead a chaBenge by 
the Certify Durham ctob to wfo the ti- 
tle from their two dose rivals, Launce- 
ston and Horsham. Darlngton have 
also signed Englsh No 4> Bradley 
BSngton, from Derbyshire and are set 
to retease lhe England taptasx Kevin 
Safoheil, to Horsham. 

BRITISH LEAQUE Premier DnfcicnrMuna 
Estates Progress Tl Vymura (Hyde) 3; 


Drrtnchapsl Glasgow S St Nsots (Cambs) 
9; DML WVrtfi Hart Launcaston 9 Coley 
Hyundai (PortypooO 5: Horsham 7 Dar- 
ingtonT 

Tennis 

Steffi Oaf wi nen ptey m next months 
Australan Opea Graf. 28. tou times 
a winner of the Ausfrafian Open, has 
not played since she was beaten by 
South AfricaS Amanda Coetzar in [he 
French Open quarter-finals last June 
and later undenrant an operation on 
her left knee. 'After such a long ab- 
sence ( do not feel in good enough 
form io do myself Justice," Graf said 
in a statement The German aims to 
return lor the Tokyo WTA tournament, 
which begins on 2 February. 


TODAY'S NUMBER 


The South Korean cities 
that will host footbalPs 
World Cup finals In 2002. 
The cd&es are: Seoul, Pu- 
san, Inchon, Ulsan, Taegu, 
Taejon, Kwangju, Suwon, 
Chonju and Sogwipa AM 
the venues wi be new sta- 
diums, with four already 
LHider construction. 
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Resourceful 
Rudge still 
reigns against 
all the odds 


It was Boxing Day. The bus 
bringing' Port Vhle back from a 
4-0 pounding at Preston had just 
dropped tbeir new manager 
off at their rusting, rotting 
ground. Bottom of the Third Di- 
vision by the length of the M6, 
their coffers were also emptier 
than a chairman's promise. “I 
remember sitting in this of- 
fice,” says John Rudge, “and 
thinking; ‘Where the bloody hell 
do we go from here?”’ 

Fourteen Christmases later. 
Rudge has cause to ponder the 
same quandary. Vhle. on the 
fringe of the First Division 
play-off zone in mid-November, 
face a relegation battle after six 
successive defeats - equalling 
the sequence which led to his 
promotion in succession to 
John McGrath in 1983. 

The immediate, factual an- 
swer to Rudge's question illus- 
trates how far Vile have come 
under his understated stew- 
ardship. On Saturday they vis- 
it Arsenal in the third round of 
the FA Cup, after which he will 
have managed the Burslem 
club in competitive fixtures 
■ against every League-side except 
Chelsea, Coventry and 
Wycombe. 

To summarise the story be- 
hind this remarkable fact: after 
narrowly failing to retrieve a lost 
cause m that first season, Rudge 
has presided over three pro- 
motions and a further relega- 
tion. Vale have also made three 
trips to Wembley, enjoyed cup- 
tie jaunts to Old Trafford. An- 
field, Goodison, Villa Park, 
EUand Road and Italy, as well 
as coming out even in derbies 
with once-dominant Stoke City. 
Not bad for a reign that opened 
with a home defeat by Lincoln 
before 2.S0G diehards. 

Alex Ferguson, whose faith 
in pure footballing values 
Rudge shares, reckons everyone 
connected with Port Vale 
should go down on their knees 


and thank the Lord for him. Yet 
the 53-year-old Rudge is under 
no illusions that his loyalty will 
be reciprocated if the present 
slide is not arrested. By the same 
token, he takes confidence from 
the knowledge that he has been 
within one defeat of the sack 
“more than once” and bounced 
back. 

Exactly 10 years ago, when 
Vfcle were floundering in the 
Third, they met non-League 
Macclesfield in the third round. 


FA CUP 

COUNTDOWN 



BY PHIL 
SHAW 



AMEwaiLS| 


Defense 
key for 
and Patri 





john Rudge. Port Vale manager since 1983, can revive his dub's season via their FA Cup third-round tie at Arsenal on Saturday Photograph: Empics 


“We didn’t play well but a lad 
called Kevin Finney got the 
winner late on,” Rudge recalls. 
“Td almost certainly have gone 
if we hadn't got through, but then 
we drew Tottenham at home.” 

The Spurs match changed 
the course of the club's histo- 
ry. Rudge can still picture Ter- 
ry Venables inspecting a Vale 
Park quagmire and telling Ossie 
ArdiJes: “This one’s not for 
you.” The decision gave Vide a 
psychological fillip and they 
won 2-1 with goals by two 
Rudge stalwarts, Phil Sproson 
and Ray Walker. 

“The dub had been yo-yoing 
between the Third and Fourth 
for 30 years. That Cup run 
helped put us back on the map. 
The TV and advertising revenue 
it brought in also helped us buy 
better players." 

Rudge had already demon- 


strated his ability to wheel and 
deal, paying Rhyl £5.000 ft «r a 
striker called Andy Jones and 
selling him to Charlton for 
£350.000. The pattern of un- 
earthing rough diamonds and 
turning them into gents has 
become a trademark. 

“When I bought Darren 
Beckfnrd for £15.000 from 
Manchester City we were s.i 
hard up our fans had to raise 
half the money. We got 
£925.000 from Norwich for hint. 

"Later 1 paid £15,000 to a lit- 
tle club named Moor Green ft *r 
Ian Taylor. We ended up taking 
£lm from Sheffield Wednesday 
for him and he's now doing bril- 
liantly at Aston Villa.'' 

In ibe 12 months between 
the vanquishing of Venables. 
Vale's biggest signings soared 
from lhe £40.000 bracket to 


Uiki.ikhi. LvuiNM.it wsis nut un- 
til caitiel tills sc. is. mi that Rudge 
bought his lirsi lSihi.ikhi play- 
er. the 1 inct'ln winger Uareih 
Ainsworth. 

The anatomy ><l ilie transfer 
w.is archelypil KnJge. 'I'd 


signed Robin tan der Latin 


lo.ni .1 Dutch club |..r Isu.iMHi 
and si i)J him m Derby tor 
£475.1 iihi plus Lee Mills. I went 
straight out and bought Jon Mc- 
Carthy from York. I'd offered 
£3im.i>nil which is what I 
thought he was worth, but they 
were insisting on £450.000. 

"I told the chairman [Bill 
Bdl| we should go for it be- 
cause we were effectively gel- 
ling two for the price of one. Wfe 
eventually sold Jon to Birm- 
ingham for £ 1.5m and replaced 
him with Gareth.” 

Among his other proteges 


are Steve Guppy, Robbie Ear- 
le and Mark Brigbr.. “I've sold 
£7m worth of players.” Rudge 
says. "Although I’ve reinvested 
part of that, a lot has gone into 
improving the ground. 

"When you've got resources 
like ours you have to buy them 
cheap and sell them dear. I 
think building teams is my big 
strength, but other managers 
picking off your players is for- 
ever weakening your hand. And 
while you're reconstructing 
you've got to keep winning 
games.” 

Vale can not afford a full- 
time scout. Instead, Rudge re- 
lies on tip-ofls from a network 
of friends in contacts built up 
over 35 years. He spends four 
nights a week watching match- 
es and attempts to be “like an 
encyclopedia of players”. 


“People ask why I don’t 
delegate, but there’s no one to 
delegate to. There’s only me. 
BQly Dearden [assistant man- 
ager] and Mark Grew [youth 
coach] running the show. 
There can’t be any other First 
Division outfit - competing 
with Manchester City, Not- 
tingham Forest. Wolves and 
Sheffield United - run by three 
blokes?” 

There have been tempting 
offers, from Preston, Bradford 
and much closer to home. Like 
a man with a mission, Rudge has 
resisted them. Now he is look- 
ing to the trip to Arsenal as an 
opportunity, like the tie against 
the other half of north London’s 
elite, to revive morale and raise 
funds. 

Although he played at 
Highbury only once, for 


Bournemouth reserves, Rudge 
spent a week with the Gunners 
20 years ago, studying Don 
Howe’ s coaching methods. The 
likely clash between the £7 .5m 
Dennis Bergkamp and his 
compatriot Mark Snyders, a 
centre-back Vale picked up 
free from Alkmaar. encapsu- 
lates the disparity between the 
dubs^ 

The chance “to show 
Burslem to Bergkamp”, as he 
puts it. could provide an inter- 
esting chapter for the autobi- 
ography on which he is working. 
The provisional title. Managing 
To Survive , could be seen as 
tempting fate given Vale's par- 
lous position, but Arsene 
Wenger should be warned that 
John Rudge's reputation owes 
more to success against the 
odds than to mere survival 


Everton to seal Madar deal Taylor T7; Carbone’s two-match ban 

goes on hold 


Everton will complete the final 
formalities to bring the fiery 
French forward Miekael Madar 
to Goodison Park early this 
week. 

Madar, who turned down tri- 
als at West Ham and Celtic, plus 
a move to Italy, has signed a con- 
tract hut has not been registered 
in time for this weekend's FA 
Cup tie with Newcastle. 

The 29 year-old is all set to 
fly in to join the Merseyside 
stragglers but problems over ac- 
quiring international clearance 
from the Spanish FA - which 
was dosed over the holiday 
period - prevented him from 
playing in Sunday's 3-2 victory 
over Bolton. 

Howard Kendall will now not 


be able to field a feared part- 
nership with Duncan Ferguson 
untO the relegation battle at 
Crystal Palace on 10 January. 

Kendall said: “I would have 
liked lo have played Madar 
against Bolton but it has been 
a little bit awkward with the hol- 
idays in Spain and over here in 
terms of trying to complete 
documentation and clearances. 

"It’s been complicated and 
frustrating. Hopefully, we will 
now be able to play him against 
Palace. He definitely can't play 
against Newcastle.” 

Madar has joined on a free 
transfer but his wages will make 
him one of Goodison Park’s 
highest earners. 

Madar left Deportivo La 


Coruna after a row with Brazil- 
ian coach Carlos Alberto Silva 
- because he did not like a pre- 
match meal that included rice. 
The following day saw a train- 
ing ground bust-up over a heavy 
tackle on Brazilian midfielder 
Maura Silva, with the coach tak- 
ing the side of his countryman. 
Silva said: “Madar is a stirrer. I 
don’t want any more of him.” 
before banning him from train- 
ing For 10 days. 

Madar was told he could 
leave despite having two years of 
his contract left and now Kendall 
has taken a chance on the tal- 
ented goalscorer who prefers to 
play off a big striker, and the 6ft 
4in Ferguson could be the play- 
er to bring out the best in him. 


Welsh international Gareth Tay- 
lor’s move from First Division 
Sheffield United to Utrecht is in 
doubt. The striker appeared to 
finish his Blades’ career with a 
flourish yesterday by scoring in 
Llnited’s 4-1 defeat of Charlton. 
He scored the first and then 
tossed his shirt into the crowd at 
the end as fans chanted his 
name. This appears lo have led 
to the United hoard getting cold 
feet over a £7(HJ,000 deal. 

The United board are to dis- 
cuss the situation within the next 
seven days, particularly as 
Utrecht haw been told they 
might be able to sign fellow for- 
ward Jan Age FjortofL Should 
Fjortoft leave, the chance that 
Taylor would follow is remote. 


Benito Carbone's chances of 
re-establishing himself in the 
Sheffield Wednesday side have 
been hampered by a two- match 
ban. The Italian forward was 
booked for the fifth time this 
season for a foul in the 1-1 draw 
at Leicester and will be sus- 
pended from 11 January. 

He only returned to the 
starting line-up because of a two- 
match ban for his compatriot 
Raolo Di Canio, who is available 
for Saturday's FA Cup third- 
round tie against Watford. 

Which games Carbone sits 
out will depend on the result at 
Vicarage Road as he will miss 
the Premiership game at Leeds, 
plus cither a Cup replay, a 
fourth-round lie or a League 


match against Wimbledon. He 
will be joined on the sidelines 
by the defender Dejan Ste- 
fanovic. who was sent off for two 
bookings at Leicester and will 
miss either the Leeds game or 
any Cup replay against Watford. 

The West Ham captain 
Steve Lomas is facing an Fool- 
hall Association charge for his 
altercation with the referee 
Gerald Ashhv. Lomas is head- 
ing lor an extra ban and a fine 
after Ashby turned down his ap- 
peal to change his mind about 
tile incident. The midfielder is 
iKcused ol violent conduct for 
pulling his hands on Ashby to 
turn him round after he turned 
down an appeal lor a penally at 
Blackburn. 


Ashby's derision to stand by 
his verdict means Lomas is 
certain to miss the next three 
games, including the Coca-Cola 
Cup tie with Arsenal next 
Tuesday. 

However, Lomas will also be 
called up before the FA in ear- 
ly January with the prospect of 
an additional punishment. 
There is a recent precedent 
after Arsenal’s Emmanuel Pe- 
tit manhandled the referee ftul 
Durkin and Lomas could suffer 
similar treatment. 

Lomas claims he was only 
trying to draw the referee’s at- 
tention while he was running 
away, but a lack of video evi- 
dence has not helped his case. 

— Alan Nixon 


The Tampa Bay Bum 
and the New England Plain 
shut down their oppMCi^^ . 
most dangerous offensive . .. 

ers oo Sunday - ** 

torious in tbeir respective NFL^-«? ■ 
play-off wild card games. . . : 

The Buccaneers, appearing • . 
in their first play-off game in 15 . 

years, bottled up the eloswBar- • • 
ry Sanders and used a balanced 
offense to beat the Detroit -■ 
oos 20-10 in the NTCmairfHip. - 

*• *^lt /eels great, we've come a ■ 
long way,” said the Bucs i coach, / 

Tony Dungy. “Our defense did 
a great job with everything, and • - 
our offense in the first half did ~ 
a great job controlling the ban.” 

In Foxbora, Massachusetts. . . . 
the Patriots hounded the Miami 
Dolphins quarterback DaajMari- 
no with constant pass-rushing 
pressure and came away with a 
17-3 win after sacking Marino 
four times in their AFC game. 

“This is as good as you hope . 
your U’ can play, r raid the Pa- - 
triotscoach, PeteCarroU, about 
his defense. “1 jnst hope we can 
keep this up.” 

Sanders, who this season be- 
came the third player to rush for 
more than 2,000 yards, gained 
just 65 yards on IS carries for the 
Lions, who again had a player 
taken off on a stretcher. 

Quarterback Scott Mitchell 
lay motionless on the field for 
some 15 minutes after ta king a 
blow to the head late in the third 
quarter. He was later diagnosed 
as having concussion. 

Detroit’s- play-off-clinching 
defeat of the New York Jets last 
week has been overshadowed by 
a spinal injury that ended the ca- 
reer of linebacker Reggie Brown. 

Tampa Bay led 204) when 
Mitchell was injured, through 
touchdowns from Horace 
Copeland and Mike Alston and 
two field goals. Back-up Frank 
Reich took over at quarterback 
and engineered a Detroit touch- 
down drive in the fourth quarter. 

The defensive job on 
Sanders ended the running 
back's record streak of lOfryard- 
plus games at 14. 

Tampa Bay advanced to a di- 
visional play-off at the home of 
the defending Super Bowl 
champions. Green Bay Packers, 
on Sunday. New England 
earned a match at the AFC 
Central champions, Pittsburgh 
Steelers, on Saturday. 

The rest of the play-off pic- 
ture has the Minnesota Vikings 
going to San Francisco to meet 
the 49ers on Saturday, while the 
Denver Broncos play their AFC 
semi-final in Kansas City 
against the Chiefs on Sunday. 
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HOCKEY 



Title target 
for Midlands 


Possible successor to Rindt and Lauda looks ready to carry hopes of a nation 


A young Austrian has a 
hard act to follow in 
taking over the Formula 
One mantle of Gerhard 
Berger both at the 
wheel of a competitive 
car and as a focus of 
national interest. 

In the first of a series 
on newcomers to top 
flight sport, Derick Alfsop 
considers the task that 
faces Alexander Wurz. 


Embarking on a first full sea- 
son in Formula One is a 
prospect daunting enough for 
any driver, but when the job 
carries the added responsibil- 
ity of upholding a nation’s dis- 
tinguished tradition, it might be 
considered too onerous even to 
contemplate. 

’Austria's Alexander Wurz 
finds himself in precisely that 
situation as he begins a regu- 
lar drive with Benetton, tak- 
ing over the wheel for team 
and country from Gerhard 
Bqrger. 

For more than 30 wan. an 


Austrian driver has been at the 
forefront of grand prix raring. 
Up to 1970, it was the highly 
gifted Jochen Rindt, the first 
■posthumous world champion. 
Then came Niki Lauda, cham- 
pion in 1975, 77 and ’84. Berg- 
er accepted the baton and 
although he never won the 
title he had 10 grand prix 
victories and enormous affec- 
tion to ease the parting at the 
end of last season. 

The indications are that 
23-year-old 'Wurz has the tal- 
ent and temperament lo be a 
worthysuccessor. He acquitted 
himself admirably in three 
races as Berger's understudy 
last summer, concluding his 
stint with third place in the 
British Grand Prix. 

But how about the little 
matter of representing Austria 
after Rindt, Lauda and Berger? 

“I don't feel any pressure 
from the Austrian journalists or 
anything like that,” he said. “Of 
course 1 am- a patriot and 
proud to be the Austrian dri- 
ver in Formula One now, but 
I drive for my own satisfaction, 
not to he Austria’s next star. 

“Since Rindt. we have always 
had an Austrian driver among 


the best. Why that is 1 do not 
know. We are only a small 
country. But even if wc knew the 
secret we would not tell!" 

For Wurz. the inspiration 
was not so much the achieve- 
ments of his celebrated coun- 
trymen as a more modest 
influence closer lo hand. His 
father, Franz, raced and al- 
though he did not become one 
of the luminaries, a natural path 
was paved for young Alexander. 

“My father was a driver so 
I grew up on the circuits.” he 
said. “It was a way of life for 
me from a very early age. Al 
school I never wanted lo be a 
pilot or a doctor or a lawyer like 
the other boys. I wanted only 
lo be a racing driver.” 

As an Austrian schoolboy 
he inevitably found recreations 
on skis but always he turned to 
wheels for his competitive ful- 
filment. Al the age of 12, he was 
a world champion on BMX 
bikes. 

Three years later, he 
switched to karts, fertile 
ground for would-be car racers, 
and he duly graduated to For- 
mula Four a further two years 
down the road. His champi- 
onship successes at home and 
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abroad propelled him on to 
Formula Three and another 
domestic iitie triumph. 

In 1996, he was Rookie of 
the Year in the International 
Touring Car Championship 
and. as a member of rhe Joesi 
Porsche team, became the 



Wurz: Followed in his 
father’s footsteps and has 
joined the elite at 23 


youngest winner of the Le 
Maas 24-hour spi msc.ir classic. 
He underlined his versatility 
with consistently competitive 
drives in GT races last year. 

Formula One. however, was 
his objective and Benetton- Re- 
nault summoned him on hoard 
as test and reserve driver. 
When illness struck down 
Berger mid-season. Wurz was 
promoted. 

His impact w:ls instant. He 
demonstrated not only excep- 
tional pace but a technical ap- 
preciation many more senior 
driven did no! command. Thai 
podium finish at Silverstnne 
confirmed the team's confi- 
dence and he was assigned a 
1998 seat. 

Wurz. who has already 
joined the Formula One com- 
mune in Monaco, said: “1 
would have chosen Benetton 
because it is where I have 
done a lot of work and testing. 
I had made my position in the 
team and did not warn to give 
that away. There is a great at- 
mosphere here. 

“I always worked at the 
technical side as well as the rac- 
ing. My technical interest goes 
back to my studies. I did an en- 


gineering and technical course 
although I slopped after four 
of the five years because the 
racing was becoming too big for 
me to continue.” 

Many predict it will hc- 
come bigger still for Wurz. 
First of all, however, he must 
contend with fierce internal 
competition from another of 
the sport's tiros, the Italian 
Giancarlo Fisichelb. 

Wurz said: “He had the ex- 
perience of racing with Jordan 
last year and they were quite 
strong, hut it is important wc 
do/? 'I fight together. The team 
needs us to pull in the same 
direction. We are gelling clos- 
er and working together, and 
I think ii will he closer on the 
circuit." 

Within the team, there Ls op- 
timism one or both of their 
fledgling drivers will regener- 
ate some of i he exciting mo- 
mentum Michael Schumacher 
brought them in the early and 
nud-9(fc. Wurz. prudently, plavs 
down his prospects of emulat- 
ing (he great German. 

He said; “1 don't want to fry 
compared with Schumacher 
because that is dangerous and 
not easy for tint driver. J will 


always give 100 per cent, that 
is all 1 can guarantee. J appre- 
ciate I am one of a tew drivers 
in the world racing in Formu- 
la One, and it is hard to 
describe how special that feels. 

“I don’t know if this is the 
start ufa new era for Benetton. 
They were third in the con- 
structors' championship last 
year and if we could be third 
again this year that would he 
great. It will he very difficult for 
us lo be first or second. 

. "1 w,| uld like to finish con- 
sistently in the points and if ] 
could g cl one or two podium 

!*. i h5U w,, uld be good, 
it s my first year and J need , 0 

. raa Un taforc I talk about 
winning races." 

This polite, lean youne man 
patently fearned^rcauv^ 
f 1,1 Politically correct' un- 
dcrstaicmcni but FisiehelJa. 

Lvrs 1 VM|1 r l bc fnL,,ed hc 

,s ■< wilt touch. 

S'gnfantiy.Wun added: 

,hi‘„ >' newcar Ration, 

■ v '- 0r « means everyone 
Marts | mm zero. That could he 
“".advamage f„ r ibevnungqr 

^^andKannohring^ 

, sl - 1 a m not here for a 
bunday holiday drive." 
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The Midlands appear poised to ; ’ ■ ■ 
win the Women’s Under-21 Ter- . . 

ritoriai Tournament title as they 
overcame the defending chain- - ; 
pions. East, at the Mflron Keynes 
National Stadium 3-1 yesterday. • 

Liz Aldus provided East - 
with a fine start to the second 
day of the championship, find- . 
ing the net in the 11th minute. 
Midlands, however, soon 
claimed an equaliser as a quick- 
ly taken free hit from outside the 
circle was deflected on by 

Louisa Turney for Lesley- Irvine - 

lo score at close range. 

Midlands then won a series 
of penalty corners. But it was 
not until the 25th minute, at " 
their sixth set-piece, that Salty • - 
Wright gave them the lead. * 

After the restart, Lucy Hay- 
man was judged to have ' 
brought down Kate Shariand." 

The goalkeeper made amends,- 
however, saving the penalty : 
stroke from Nicola Hickton. V 

Midland’s third goal came mid- . 

way through the half when Na- 4 » 
talie Hannah scored at another 
well-worked penalty comer. , r- 

In their second game of the : > 

day, the Midlands again beat the 
pointless and luckless South - 
j- 0, but it was not until the 49th - 
minute that they eventually 
overcame a resolute South de-.r " 
fence in which the Clifton goal- - 

keeper. Liz Storey, and Ealing’s , > 
Jennifer Cornelius were out- 
standing. Wright, with two *. 3 -’ 
penalty comer strikes in three ? - ~ 
minutes, killed off South's re- " 
sistance and a third goal came 
from Natalie Hannah. 

South had carifergpne down ^ ' 
--0 to the West, who went on to H ’ 
lose 1-0 to the North; 
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TODAY’S PICK 


Modern Times: The Shrine (9pm 
BBC2) That extraordinary weekend or 
Princess Diana’s funeral, when that 
spontaneous national outpouring of 
grief/mass hysteria (delete according to 
point of view) turned the gardens of 
Kensington Palace into a sea of flowers, 
is caught in Richard Alwyn’s cool, well- 
judged documentary. There's no com- 
mentary, mourners and sight-seers are 


simply allowed to express their opinions. 
There are dissenters. “A quid madness" 
is how c..j man describes the scene, 
while another wonders how many dial- 
ysis machines could have been bought 
with the money spent on flowers. 

Mr White Goes to Westminster 

(9pm C4) Political satirist Guy Jenkin 
probably secs himself as in the tradition 


of Jonathan Swift, hut he just seems cosily 
cynical to me -and unfocused too in this 
look at a Martin Bell-like MP's educa- 
tion in the ways of Parliament. Perhaps 
a worse sin, however, is that it simply isn’t 
amusing (Celia lrarie’s impersonation of 
Christine Hamilton apart). The' real 
thing was far funnier, and hopefully the 
BBC will soon repeat their documentary, 
Mr Beil Coes to Westminster. 



THE FILMS 


Mr White Goes to Westminster? 9pm C4 


Mrs Doubtflre (8pm BBC! ) If. post- Louise Woodward, 
you haven't had enough of British nannies in America, then 
this sub-Tootsie comedy from 1993 has Robin Williams on 
good form as the voice-over artist who has to impersonate a 
Scots nanny in order to get to see his children. 

Valmont (10.25pm BBC2) Made in the same year as 
Dangerous Liasons, and from the same source novel, Milos 
Forman’s plush but static drama has Annette Bening and 
Colin Firth in the Glenn Dose and John Malkovich roles. 


, 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL4 CHANNEL 5 VARIATIONS 







ZOO News; Local News; Weather (Tj 

*•' (2235059). 

730 CWWren’s BBC: Paddington Peas 
(2886547). 715 Teietubbies (2875656). 1 
7AO The Susy Waricf of Richard Scarry \ 

(R) (S) (8202189). 835 Casper Ctas- I 
sics (T) (6420634). 830 The Real Ad- = 
ventures of Jonny Quest (1197009). 1 

8255 Blue Peter ($) CD (9739363). 

930 Sweet Valley Higti (ft) p 158924). \ 
930 Teletubbres (S) (9738092). 

1OJ20 News; Local News; Weather (T) 
(6626189) 

KL30 The Shaggy Dog (Charles 

Barton 1 959 US) . Boy gels turned into • 
a dog by ancient cuse. which is dou- ! 
bly unfortunate as his father (Fred 
MacMurray) is altergc to them (77943). I 
1230 Waiting for God (ft) (S) ( 16617 1 
1230 Celebrity Ready, Steady. Cook 
fS) (37769). "LOO News; Wealher-, Lo- 
cal News (S) (T) (50974856). 115 
Neighbours ($) ( 7) (73019634). 

135 iFfcnl We’re Back: a Dinosaur’s 

Story (Dick Zondag 1993 US). Anima- I 
r fort Four dinosaurs are parachuted j 
onto earth, where they befriend some \ 
children. Don't ask fS) (903707 7). I 
2.40 Vets in Practice (RJ (4493092). 3.10 I 
The World's Strongest Man (S) (T) 
(7287059). &40 Balls to Africa (S) (Tj \ 
(6162769). 430 Tom and Jerry 
(7323740). 440 A FKntstone Famiiy 
Christmas (S) (2099837). 535 News- I 
round 97 (S) (T) (9755818). 

535 Neighbours (S) (T) (407301). 

630 News; WSather (T) (855450). 

645 Local News; Weather (T) (850905). \ 
6-30 Watchdog - House Style. What to 
do H your new dream home turns out i 
to be a house o( honors (S) (90S). 

ZOO HoBday. Jill Dando visits Hong Kdng. 

Maureen DnvOTg SChoo/ Rees : 
(one of 1997’s more bizarre instant 
celebs} tries a fly-drive holiday to 
Southern Spain (S) (T) (7092). 

730 EastEnders. Grant and Phil fight to 
save their marriages (S) (7) (189). J 
, 830 f*m\ Mrs Doubtflre (Chris Colum- 
bus 7993 US). See 7he Films, above • 
(Sj (5585). j 

9.00 News; Local News; Weather ( 7) 

(5479). j 

930 Mrs Doubtflre (Sj (47274). 

1030 Review of the fear. The death of 
* Diana, New Labour's election victory, j 
the handover of Hong Kong, The Spice { 
Girts, Telefutoes, Melinda Messenger, j 
and much more. David Dlmbteby looks j 
back at 1997 and, less agreeably, 
preaches a little sermon at the end of \ 
each segment (S) (T) (9939924). [ 

TL45 Iraml Carry On up the Khyber 

(Gerald Thomas 1968 UK). From the j i 

golden period of the Cany On films. = 

one of ifieir best Sid James, Charles I 
Hawtrey, Roy Castle, Peter Butterworth { l 
and Teny Scott defend the North-West- j 
em Frontier of 1895 against Kenneth i 

Willia ms' Khasi of Kalabar (999382). j 

1.10 A Nightingale Sang hi 
Berkeley Square (Ralph Thomas 
1979 US). Richard Jordan and David 
Niven stroll through (his ho-hum mid- j 
Atlantic bank heist caper (Followed by i 
Weather) (60085V. I 

REGIONS: Scot 2-40pm Teny and June. 


7,05 Kisses (ft) (S) (7557585). 750 The 
Phil Silvers Show (R) (6647547). 8J5 
Great Mysteries and Myths of the 
Twen tieth Century (9522769). 

IL40 jFimj 42nd Street (Uoyd Bacon 
1933 US). ’You're Getting to Be a 
Habit with Me* and. of course. "42nd 
Street’, are the big numbers in this 
clunking but charming Busby Berkeley 
choreographed backstage musical. 
Ruby Keeler is ihe young undersiudy 
on whom (he future of a big Broadway 
production depends - which is lough 
since she can'l dance, can'l sing and 
can't act ( T) (7469740). 

1035 The Great Romances of the 

Twentieth Century. Douglas Fair- 
bark s and Mary Ptckford (7497905). 

1030 Wrej The Stratton Story (Sam 
Wood 1949 US). James Stewart plays 
professional baseball pitcher Monty 
Stratton, who earned on playing de- 
spite tosinq a leg (97970547). 

1230 Cambridge Foflc Festival (S) 
(4742653) tlO Fireman Sam (R) 
(33357108). 

130 The Royal Institution Christmas 
Lectures. How a little knowledge in 
maths increases Ihe chance of win- 
ning in game shows (S) (T) (2834363). 

230 trawl The Crimson Pirate (Richard 
Siodmak 1952 US). Bright and snappy 
buccaneer adventure with Burl 
Lancaster and his old circus partner 
Nick Cravat swinging gracefully Itom 
the rigging. Good fun (7) (927189). 

430 Ever ything to Play For (S) (818). 

430 fell Vera Cruz (Robert Aldrich 
1954 US). Burt Lancaster again. Ihis 
time teamed somewhat uneasily with 
Gary Cooper as a pair of cowboys 
who get involved in a plot to overthrow 
Emperor Maxmiiiian during the 
Mexic an Revolution of 1866 (58924). 

630 HE! The Man Who Never Was 
(Ronald Neame 1955 UK). British intel- 
ligence officer Clifton Webb plans an 
elaborate hoax in the spring of 1943 to 
tool the Germans into thinking the 
Allies are about to invade Greece, not 
Sicily. Gloria Grahame co-stars in this 
real-life tale (47842566). 

745 University Cha Benge. A transat- 
lantic edition, with four of Britain's 
brightest against their American 
smart-alec counterparts (801672). 

835 The Travel Show. Juliet Moms in 
Philadelphia, Jim While goes skiing in 
Canada, and Fi Glover and Simon 
Cakfer are in Mexico (S) (605769). 

930 Modem Times: The Shrine. See 
Today 's Pick, above (S) (1020030). 

10.15 Stella Street (S) (T) (287672).- 

1035 iFftnl Vaimont (Milos Forman 1989 
US). See The Films, above fS) 
(60849924). 

1235 F*nl Women in Love (Ken Russell 
1969 UK) Russell's extravagant gothic 
sex fantasy, very loosely out ol DH 
Lawrence - the worst bils of Lawrence. 
Glenda Jackson won her first ol two 
Oscars as Gudrun. Jennie Unden as 
her sister Ursula, and naked wrestling 
Alan Bales and Oliver Reed as Biriuh 
and Gerald. I should read the book 
instead (Followed by Weatherview) 
(22455325). To 2.40am. 


630 GMTV (2152672). 

935 ChUdrenls ITV: The Faniastic voy- 
ages Of Sinbad the Sailor (1662769). 
9-55 London Today (7) (7408011). 
1030 Freakazoid! (S) (16363). 

1030 sg DJLR.Y.L (Simon Wincer 1985 
US). Childless couple adopt a young 
boy who turns out to be a highly so- 
phisticated robot (S) (T) (97990301). 

1230 feur Shout (9899092) 1230 News. 
Weather (5703274). 1235 Local News 
(2B4Q924). 130 Cartoon (17848498). 

140 yam) joe versus the volcano 
(John Patrick Shan ley 1990 US) 
Terminaily-t/! clerical worker Tom Han- 
ks agrees lo Ihrow himself in the vol- 
cano on a Polynesian island (thus 
appeasing ihe gods) in return tor 20 
days of doing whal he wanls, financed 
by eccenlric millionaire Uoyd Bridges. 
An enjoyable enough shaggy dog sto- 
ry wrtfi Meg Ryan playing three very 
different women (S) (7} (57023479) 

330 News Head fries ( T) (2547769). 

M0 London Today (T) (8695059). 

145 Iraml Three Amigos! (John Landis 
1986 US). Charmless, unfunny al- 
tempt at updating The Three Stooges. 
wr'ih Chevy Chase, Sieve Martin and 
Marlin Short as three silent movie 
cowboys mistaken lor the real thing 
when they qo to Mexico (7) (296721). 

5-40 News; Weather ( T) (657479). 

630 London Ibnhjtit (7) (721). 

630 London Bridge ($) (307). 

730 Emmerdaie (S) (T) (2760). 

730 First Edition (S) (585). 

630 Pofice, Camera, Actionl (8708). 

830 The Bill (77 (2653). 

9J>0 McCaBum. Return of the medical 
thriller series starring John Hannah as 
a forensic pathologist. In this opener 
he comes to the aid of a colleague ac- 
cused of causing (he death of an old 
man by reckless driving (S) ( T) (7189). 

1 030 King Leek. One-off comedy-drama 
from Common As Muck writer William 
Ivory. Tim Healey and Su EHiott star in 
this tale of love and competitive leek 
growing n the North East (T) (9996). 

TtOO News; Weather (7? (412081). 

1L15 London tonight (T) (300769). 

1135 iFftnl Unlawful Entry (Jonathan Ka- 
plan 1992 US). Psychotic LA cop Ray 
Liotta investigates a burglary at the 
home of wefi-to-do Kurt Russell and 
Madeleine Stowe and then starts terror- 
ising them. A quite exciting take on the 
politics ol envy which runs out of sleam 
halt-way through (SI (T) (791498). 

135 Collins and Macon lets Movie 
Club (S) (4010122). 

135 The Satan Bug (John Slurges 
1965 US) Sluggish AJaslair MacLean 
adaptation with barking scientist 
Richard Baseh art going AWOL with a 
vial o f deadly virus (46617141). 

4 30 Fim) The Breaking Point (Lance 
Comfort 1961 UK) A printer helps 
some Communists slop a shipment ol 
foreign currency destined for a Middle 
Eastern stale. Or something like that. 

I shouldn't worry about if (61685) 

530 Nationwide Football League Ex- 
tra f R J (42704931. 535 News 
( 7782035 ) To 6 00am. 


6j00 Sesame Street (S) (62127). TOO 
The Babysitters' Club (R) (9916450). 
7-35 Two Stupid Dogs (R) (S) 
(8221214). 830 The Bigger Breakfast 

(S) (11818). 1030 Happy Days (R) 
(9643653). 1035 Saved by the Bell- 
Wedding in Las Magas (fl) (S) (I) 

(t 167450). TL05 Moesha (R) (S) 
(8287108) 1130 The Monkees 
(8266363). 1235 Coping with... (S) 

( 209701 1 ) 1235 Eerie. Indiana (R) (T) 
( 5700127 ) 130 The Entertainers (fl) 

(S) (T) (18634). 230 A Woman of Sub- 
stance (RJ (7) (9730). 430 Bewitched 
(214). 430 Countdown (7) (2086363). 

435 Rfcki Lake. Today's guest thinks she 
is being haunted by her late mother (5) 

(T) (5472189). 

530 F*nl Dr Who and the Daleks 

(Gordon Flemyng 1965 UK). Not as 
much fun as the following year's 
Dafahs - tnvaspn Barth, this first spin- 
off ol the BBC senes has Ihe Doctor 
(played by Peter Cushing: too severe 
in the pam transported lo a mysterious 
planet suffering Ihe usual grief from 
the voice-synthesised wheefy-twis. 

Roy Castle and Jennie Unden are Ns 
young assistants (S) (86276). 

700 News; Weather (7) (3030). 

730 Interview with e Zombie. Repeat 
Encounters documentary in which an- 
thropologist Roland LitUewood travels 
deep into the Haitian countryside to 
discover the truth behind the zombie 
myth (R) (S) (T) (75672). 

830 BrookskJe. Barry grief (S) (7) (8585). 

930 Mr White Goes to Westminster. 
See Today 's Pick, above (S) (T) (9818). 

1030 And Finally— Rory Bremner. And 
Trevor McDonald gets the chance to 
present the News at Ten as an 
all -singing, aB- dancing entertainment 
show (74108). 

1130 Smash It Up! David Baddiel presents 
a documentary about some of the 
people who have been caught up in 
popular protests over issues like live 
animal exports, the poll tax and the 
build ing of new roads (S) (T) (415160). 

TSL20 Ffcnl Cronos (Guillermo del Toro 
1992 Mex). Impressive offshoot of the 
vampire movie, with ageing antiques 
dealer Federico Luppi discovering a 
device which contains Ihe secret to 
eternal life - but at a price: the old 
man also develops a craving for hu- 
man blood. Can he hold on to his hu- 
manity - and those that he loves, even 
though he's beginning lo make Nosfer- 
atu look like Tom Cruise? intriguing 
and emotionally involving (S) (990290). 

2- OD Mission: ImpossBile. Jim’s mission. 

should he decide fo accept it. takes 
place in Austria (39567). 

3- 00 yawl Brother Orchid (Uoyd Bacon 

1940 US). Edward G Robinson crime 
spoof with Robinson reclaiming his 
gangland empire after his right-hand 
man lakes it over (406238). 

435 iramj The Hatchet Man (William 
Wellman 1932 US). Edward G Robin- 
son again - this time as a Chinese as- 
sassin liimed businessman lured back 
to his old ways by a gang war in San 
Francisco. (9827325). To 6.00am. 


6-00 Dappled own Farm (R) (7685363). 
630 The Wind in the Willows 
(24557568). 630 Mr Men and Little 
Miss (RJ (30176301). 730 Wimzie's 
House (RJ (9508081). 730 Akrin and 
(he Chipmunks (8369238). 830 
Havakazoo (RJ (S) (3102045). 830 
Adventures of the Bush Ratrof (RJ (S) 
(4552586). &00 Slickin' Around (Ft) 
(4543238). 930 Wishbone (R) 
(1156092). 1030 Enid Btyton - The 
Secret of Spiggy Holes (S) 
(37583837). 1130 Animal Xlremes 
(90534943). 1230 The Bold and the 
Beautiful (7) (6521562). 1230 Family 
Affairs (S) (T) (7767708). 130 5 News 
Update (S) (88409498). 135 Sunset 
Beach (Sj ( T) (4743030). 

230 IfhpiI Running Brave (DS Everett 
7983 US). Drama detailing ihe file sto- 
ry of champion runner Billy Mills, a 
Sioux Indian who pursued Olympic 
glory in the 1960s. Robby Benson (as 
in. whatever happened lo Robby Ben- 
sorfh stars (4575363). 

335 Ftaf HoDday Affair (Don Hartman 
1949 US). Decent ish seasonal fare 
with widow Janet Leigh, young son in 
tow. being courted by two very differ- 
ent men: Robert Mitchum and Wen- 
dell Corey (9129721 ). 

530 Whittle (SJ f 7) (4376672). 

630 100 Per Cent (S) (4313585). 

630 FamBy Affairs. Roy is sacked twice 
in one day. But Tim and Holly are both 
playing it cool (S) (T) (4304837). 

730 Exclusive (S) (5765450). 

730 Empire of the Elephant. A look at 
the ostrich, rather oddly, given the title 
of the programme (S) (T) (4393721). 

830 Vanessa’s Day with—. Neil and 
Christine Hamilton as they prepare to 
address the Oxford Union (578/498). 

830 5 News indudbig First on Five 

t |7) (5760905). 

^ Little Stop of Horrors 
(Rank Oz 1986 US). Alas, not the 
1961 Roger Corman cheapie, but the 
film version of ihe musical based on 
Corman's film. Big budget and bloat- 
ed, there's a couple of decant tunes 
and some jazzy special effects - with 
Rick Moran is as the florist with toe 
man-eating plant. Audrey II, in his 
basement (32T988S6). 

1030 The Jack Docherty Show. Another 
compilation, this time with Samantha 
Janus. Red Macauley, Courtney Pine 
and Morrissey. (5) (1228498). 

1135 Prisoner Cell Block H (9236837). 
1230 £flro] Too feung lb Die? (Robert 
Markowitz 1990 US). An abused 
teenager faces toe gas chamber after 
murdering her boyfriend. Based on 
real events, as H you needed telling. 
but what might make you tune in is 
the presence of a young Juliette Lewis 
in ihe starring role, and a young Brad 
Pitta s a street hustler (S) (4803279). 
230 jraw) Little Dorrit - Little Dorritts 
Story (Chrisline 1987 UK). The sec- 
ond half of Chrisline Edzard's magnifi- 
cent Dickens adaptation starring Alec 
Guinness. Derek Jacobi. Cyril Cusack. 
Joan Greenwood and. as Little Dorrit, 
Sarah Pickering (37400509 ). 

535 The Road (77412122). To 5.30am. 


AngBa 

As Carlton except: 935 Angfia News and 
Weather (74O8011). 1230 Anglia News and 
Weather (98SS0S2J. 1235 MiUcnanes (2840924). 
330 Angha News and Wealher (86950591. 630 
.. and lake This Bus to Cuba (721). 630 Angler 
News (307). 730 Out lo Lunch with Brian Turner 
(585). Tte Anglia News and Weather (300769). 
135 Planet Mirth (8640702). 235 Danielle 
Steed's Fme TWngs (98505290) 

Central 

As Carlton except: 9-55 Central News 
(7408011). 1230 Certral News and Wealher 
(9899092). 1230 fTN News: Weather 
(5703214). 12-55 The Fashion Police 
(2840924). 3-40 Central News (8695059). 630 
The Baidy Man (721). 630 Genital News and 
Weather (30/). 730 Motorway (585). U.15 Cen- 
tral News and Wealher (300769). 

HTV Wales 

As Cartton except: 935 HTV News 
( 740801 1). 1230 HTV News (989909$). 

» Baywatch (8012214). 3j 40 HTV News 
(8695059). 630 The Baidy Man [497276). 

635 HTV Wales Weather (300585) 630 
Wales Tonight (307). 730 Antiques Trail 
(585). TU5 HTV News (300769). 135 
Planet Mirth (B640702). 235 Danielle 
Steel's Fine Things (98505290) 

HTV West 

As HTV Wales except 635 HTV WesI 
Weather (300585). 630 The West Tonight 
(307). 730 Secrets of the Levels (585) 1M5 
The West Tonight Update (300769). 

Meridian 

As Carlton except 935 Meridian News and 
Weather (740801 1). 1230 Meridian News and 
Weather (9399092). 1235 ShorUand Street 
(2840924). 040 Meridian News and Wealher 
(8695059). 630 Meriden Tonight (721). 630 
The Baidy Man (301). 730 Great Places ot the 
South (585). 1U5 Meridian News and Weather 
(300769). 135 Planet Mirth (8640702). 235 
Danielle Steel's Fine Things (98505290). 


As Carlton except 935 Westcountry News 
(740801 1). 1220 Westcounpy News (9899092). 
1237 Illuminations (980701 1). 1235 Em- 
merdate (2840224). ZAO Wesicountry News 
(8695059). 6JDO Wesicountry Live (30656). 730 
surfing Stuff (585). 1U5 Westcountry News 
(300769). 135 Planet Mirth (8640702). 23S 
Danefle Steel's Fine Things (98505290). 

Yorkshire 

As Carlton except: 935 Calendar News 
(7408077). 1230 Calendar News and Weather 
(9899092). 1235 Coronation Street (2840924). 
240 Calendar News (8695059). 630 Calen- 
dar (30856). 730 The BaJdy Man (585) TL15 
Calendar News and Weather (300769). 155 
Film: The Oay the Earth Caught Fire' (878325). 
ZAO Film: Trading Hearts (350980). 5.15 
Jodfinder (767B306). 

Channel 3 North East 

As Yorkshire except 935 North East News 
and Weather (740801 7). 1230 North E3S1 
News (989909?). 040 North East News and 
Weather (6695059). 540 News; Weather 
(925382). 535 North East Weather (148672). 
630 North East Tonight (30856). 1L15 North 
East News (300769). 

SAC 

As Channel 4 except: 130 Slot Meithrin: $li- 
d a Sac a Pingu (53382) 1 30 Boy Meets 
World (72450). 430 Countdown (498). 530 
5Pump: Uned 5 (5 693160). 540 Crefyddau'r 
Byd Wedl Eu Hanimeiddio (84872 J). 630 


Newydcton 6 (864 108). 6.70 He no ( 240740 1. 
730 Fobol y Cwm (572653). 725 Cloriannau 
Llangollen (5337943). 030 Dontau Doniol Don 
(8585). 930 Cytgan yr Adar (7022498). 10J5 
Newydtfon (502063). 1030 Brookside 
(783452). 1105 And Finally... Rorv Bremner 
(474498). 1230 htobodv Does it Better the Mu- 
sic of James Band (6209054). U0 Smash It 
Up.' (9761238). 135 Ctase 


Title RADIO 

for Mi** • 


Radio 1 

. - 197.649 8MHz FM ) 

. : 830 Chris Moyles. 1030 Mark 
‘Goocfier. 1230 Mary Anne Hobba. 
.,330 COv* Warren. 535 Newsbeai. 

•' 630 Radio Vs Dance Anthems - 

--'Dave Pearce. 930 Judge Jutes. 

, 'v’ 1230 Essential Mix: David Holmes. 

• .230 GMas PWerson. 530 - 830 
■'■■'Charlie Jordan. 

’■ - Radio 2 

■ ..'B8-902MHZ FM ) 

' . 630 Richard Alfinson. 730 Sarah 

• -v Kennedy. 930 Alex Lester. 1130 

Jimmy ’(buna 130 Debbie Throw- 
1 er. 330 Ed Stewart. 535 John 
• Dunn. 730 Richard Stilgoe's Ctas- 
s steal Gas. 830 Nigel Ogden. 930 

- , 9umpo)a and the E^iirft of Cnnsf- 

- - mas. 930 John Watters: Name 

.-. Tour Poison. 7030 Radio 2’s Hofly- 
" . ‘wood Christmas. 1130 Bob Hams. 

■ 130 Steve Madden. 330 * 430 
■, .- 3 atrick LunL 

..--Radio 3 

902-9Z4MH: FM ) 

. ' 0 LOOOnAk. 

'- LOO Morning CoBectton. 

- 7030 Musical Encounters. 

)230 Composers of the Week: 


. I-' UH* The Radio a Lunchtime Con- 
. • , ert. (R) . 

^ JheBBC Orchestras. 

. Macs®. 

'■ " ,-^Tumsof the Century. 

' >®0 The Changing Orchestra. 

. 30 Sow Resounding. (R) 

:..30 Periormance on 3. 

■' tlSPoascripL 2: 'Food'. Derek 
. -ooper, Marguerite Patten and Alan 

.- , -.ongdrscuss how food pas 

hanged durmg the. century and how 
' *sr own personal tastes have 

- . ^hanged during their livra. . 

, .-35 Vmgt regards sur Tenfant Je- 

. j 4. OSvier Messiaen's epic cycle of 
3p®ces is one of the most striking 
. r . nd inowkfual works ever concaved 

■ it the piano, an extraortflnay fusion 

'..v-'’ end keyboard vxtuosiiy- 

, - ^ anna MacGreaor has won wide 

- ■ ...xsaun for her interpretation for this 
v omimentaJ sewe, and she also ln- 

- ' 1,- CfBfrCBs this spedaBy recorded per- 

^.nnance. . . . 

Tfte Shefec Show, fn the 

■ rod SK progronmes spinning 

* . Jrpm t&xjtita. Jeremy Nichoias m- 
.. r0 huest6 tor ETls- 

• •’ Mhumann srang flohm's 

. ,K ’ 'H we de Nachf andFritz 
' ‘ ' i P ian o performance of his 
• l ^bebeslekf with his cellist 
• ««Hugo. 

• ‘ ^9 0f I^ 0sers 01 ^ Week: 

> bSh Muse. (R) 

■ "" " > 5°^ ''fetes. 

■ 10 - 630 Thrush the Night. 


& Stt 






- -rv- 


/• • \ 


CHOICE 

Gottfe of Geer (10am R4 FM) 

For some reason, ventriloquism has a long and illustrious 
history on radio. Quentin Cooper adds to the tradition 
with this documentary about the world's biggest 
ventriloquists’ convention, at the Imperial Hotel. 

Las Vegas, including the Gospel Ventriloquist Evening 
Jamboree of Faith. 


Radio 4 

(92.4-94.6MHz FM J 
630 News Briefing. 

&tO Farmina Tbday. 

625 Prayer for the Day. 

&30 Toctey. 

845 Facts and Fancies. 

8L5S weather. 

930 News 

935 Call Ed Storfon: (0171) 580 
4444. 

1030 NEWS; Gottte of Geer. 

See Choice, aba/e 
1030 Woman's Hour. 

H30 The Pickwick Papers. 

1230 NEWS; You and Yours. 

1235 Random Edition. 

1235 Weather, 
too The World al One. 

140 The Archers. 

735 Stopt'ng Forecast. 

230 NEWS: Thirty Mfriue Theatre- A 


230 NEWS: Thirty Mmue Theatre 
Sense Df History. 

230 Literary Houses. 

3 30 NEWS; The Afternoon Shift. 
430 News. 

435 Kal&doscope Quiz. 


445 Short Story- The Gift of the 
Magi. fR) 

530 PM 

530 Shipping Forecast. 

535 Weather 

630 Six O’clock News. 

630 North East ol Eden (R) 

730 News. 

735 The Archers 
720 Bismarck in a Cardigan Hel- 
mut Kohl - visionary statesman or 
sinister threat to European liberties? 
David Setts explores the motivation 
behind one ol the most tormidabte 
of modem political readers icilowing 
Kohl's journey from terrified Hitler 
YbuJh recruit lo cosy embctSmeni ot 
postwar recovery (R) 

830 Science Now Is behaviour in the 
mnd or aB m the bran? Baer Evans 
reports from the annual meet mg d 
the British Psychological Society 
830 Costing the Earth Roger 
Hareabin takes a personal journey 
through, the Philippines, looking al 
the main environmental issues fac- 
ing the coumry 


930 In Touch Peter White with 
news, views arid information leu vi- 
sually impaired people 
930 The Piciwick Papers By 
Charles Dickens, dramatised m six 
pans by Martyn Read 5 'Mr Pick- 
wick Goes to Prison'. In which Mr 
Pickwick is introduced to an unwel- 
come though not uninteresting 
scene in the greai diama ol irta With 
Ckve Fiancis and Bill Walks 
9-59 Weather. 

1030 The World Tonight 

1045 Boo) at Bedtime Playback 

By Raymond Chandler 

TLOO Mediumwave The week's 

evenls in ihe media 

1130 An Artel in Sound fR) 

1230 News. 

1230 The Late Book. Ghost Stones 

1248 Shipping Forecast 

130 As World Service 

530 Inshore Forecast 

535 - 630 Shipping Forecast 

Radio 4 LW 

1030 NEWS. Da-ly Seivice. 1035 - 
1030 On This Day 

Radio 5 Live 

(693. 909kHz MW ) 

630 Murray Walker's GP World 
630 The Break Iasi Programme 
930 Nicky Campbell t130 The 
Celtic Tiger. 1230 Midday wiih Man 
230 Ruscoe on Five 430 Nanon- 
wide. 730 News Evtra. 730 TTie 
Potincian. ihe Actress and ihe Bish- 
op 830 The Tuesday Match. 1 030 
Oft Piste 1130 f Jews H30 The 
Ceftic Tiger 1230 After Hours 230 
Up Ail Night 530 - 630 Oil Piste 

Classic FM 

(too 0-101 9MHz FM ) 

630 Alan Mann 930 Henry Ketty 
130 Chari ol 1695 230 C-oncenc 
3 30 Jamie Cn ck 630 Susannah 
Simons. 830 Evening Concert. 

1030 Margaret Howard 230 Con- 
certo. 430 - 630 Man GriHilhs 

Virgin Radio 

(121^1 197-12ea>PtMW 105I3MHZFM) 
630 Lynn Parsons 1030 Rohm 
Banks 130 Nicky Home. 430 Mari. 
Fcnest 730 Caunm Jcnes. 1030 Je- 
remy Cteri.. 230 - 630 R»^iard Porter 

World Service 

1198kHz LW ) 

130 Newsoesk 130 Discovery 
230 Newsday 230 Mendian 330 
World News 335 World Business 
Report 345 Sports Roundup 330 
One PlarH 430 Newoctesv 430 
Europe Todav-The World Today (LW 
SWf«75kHzt 445 C*H the Shell 
Higt' Spmts 530 Newidesi" 530 
Europe Today/OullOi* ISVJ 7WH z 
only). 5-55 - 630 Take Five <SW 
7150kHz only) 


SATELLITE/CABLE 

Sky Movies Screen 1 I 

630 Kansas (1995) (34837) 730 The 


; 630 Kansas (1995) (34837) 730 The 
i Secret Invasion (1964; (98450). 930 
: A Little Pmc«ss (1995) (61721). 1130 
i Pcric at Han^ng Rock. (1975) 

; (276S3I 130 Bed of Roses (1996) 
(18214 . 1 330 Little Bigtoot 2 the Jour- 
i nev Home (1996) (8407 1). 530 A U- 
lle Pnncess (1995) (21634) 730 Bed 
ot Roses (19961 (98479). 930 Heav- 
en's Prisoners (1996) (66346011). 

TU5 Lurking Fear (1994] (586672). 
1235 Heavy (1935) (2381221 220 
Pt*scn Ivy :: Lily (1995) (673528) 430 
. 630 Kansas (1995) (419238). 

Sky Movies Screen 2 

630 Holywcod Cavalcade (1939) 
(388181 830 Snow White and the 
Three Stcooes (1961) (5909?) «30 
A Place n foe World (1992) (77307). 
1230 Here Comes Mr Jcydan (1941) 
(72943) 230 The Bueflisis (1977) 

<• 74856) 430 Youig Indiana Jones 
Travels with Fiher (1996) (707 1). 

830 Invisible Mom /1995) (24479) 
730 Special Feature - the Year n Re- 
view 1 330U. 830 Where's Ihe Money, 
Noreen? (1995) (34027). 1030 Get 
Shorty i 19951 |7iSft»). 1145 Bad 
Boys i1995) See Choice, above 
(654653) 140 Someone lo Die For 
H*»5)(6626t5J 820 Chna Girt 
(1987) (538J08). 435 - 630 Sher- 
lock Holmes, a Study m Scarfai 
(1 9841(4878306) 

Sky Movies Gold 

430 Sinbad and the Eye of the Tiger 
H977) (9352127) 630 Major League 
119891(45946341 630 Hard Times 
(1975) f 4S06479) 1030 Heartbreak 
Ridge (1986) (80900077). 1210 Fngtit 
Night tt (7988/ (7777054). 155 Les 
Y»j> sans Visage* (1959) (24892054). 
335 Hard Times (7975) (25795073) 
435 Close. 

Bravo 

830 The A -Team (4483547). 930 
Tour of Duty (449607 1). 7030 fled 
Shoe Diaries (55958561 1045 Fteru 
COD (7981 7 (9470943) 1245 Tour of 
Duty (7899493). 145 Red Shoe Of 
ana s (5998325) 230 Ffrn: Coofey 
HKfo (19751 (2432122) 430 Family 
Dog (226560 3) 530 - 630 Staisky 
<*-id Huicn (4CW325I 

Discovery Channel 

430 Bush Tucker M3n (3490189) 

430 Fliqhlline /34 72307.1 530 Best 
cA British (8626566). 630 The World 
ol Snarhs and Barracudas 
(99540U) 730 Arthur C Claifee's 
W/srenous World (8627295) 730 
Disasiei (3473030) 830 Tkantc 
(4489727) 930 Titarxc (4409585.1 
1030 Titanic ( 1441Q1 ti 1ZOO Best 
Of British j 35046771 130 Disaster 
, 3835342} 130 Beyond 2000 
1 94883791 230 Close. 


CHOICE 

Bad Boys (11.45pm Sky Movies Screen 2) 

Thanks to Men in Block (and its hit single). Wtff Smith is 
one of Hollywood^ hottest properties. This comedy 
thriller from an earlier vintage showcases his screen 
presence. He teams up with Martin Lawrence to play a 
pair of street-smart cops on the trail of stolen heroin. 


630 Momma Glory (566295). 930 
Hotel (73560) 1030 Another World 
(91566). 1130 Days of Our Lives 
(53730). 1230 Opran Winfrey 
154450). 130 Geraldo (70498). 230 
Sally Jessy Raphael ( 77498) 330 
Jenny Jones (70924) 430 Oprah 
Wrfrey (99059J. 630 Star Trek: Voy- 
ager (1837). 630 Dream team (7127). 
630 Mamed with ttifcfren (8479). 
730 The Simpsons (2566). 730 Real 
TV (73631. 8 30 Rescue teamecfics 
(72141. 830 Coppers (4497). 930 
World's Funnest Wedding Disasters 
(99547). 1030 Earaadirary (92634). 
T100 Star Trek: Voyager (92295). 
1230 Late Shew (55290). 130 Heat 
of the Night (43073). 230 - 630 
Long Ptay (6633702). 

Sky Sports 1 

730 opens Centre (21721). 730 
Fcorbal League Review (40856). 830 
V-Max (42740). 830 Sports Centre 
(4101 V. 930 Racing News (32363) 
930 Aerobics (78653). 1030 NHL 
Ice Hockey (65789) 1230 Aerobics 
(52127) 1230 Football (38189). 230 
tee Hockey (52672). 430 V-Max 
(1706). 530 VWVF Live Wire (9077). 
630 Sports Centre (5307). 630 Tar- 
tan Extra (6653). 730 fiqure Skating 
(41585). 930 Footbalers' Football 
Show (5 3769). 1 030 Sxvts Centre 
(53856) 1030 Tartan Extra (39276). 
1t30 Pro Baacft Soccer (47769). 
1230 Sports Centre 045281 1230 
Footballers' FootbaJ Show (56675). 
130 Tartan Extra (50344). 230 Pro 
Beach Soccer (38509). 330 Sports 
Centre (24431). 330 Close. 

Sky Sports2 

730 Sky Sports Centre (9289727). 
830 Racing News (5022276). 830 
Fen TV (5027547). B30 Fish TV 


(9045127). 930 Football League Re- 
view (7005924) 1030 Wbrtd Motor 
Sport (3819189). 130 Darts 
(4678760). 530 Pro Beach Soccer 
(2605382). 630 Sports Unimlted 
(7024059). 730 Sports Centre 
(2606011). 730 Darts Rws World 
Champcnships (25917691 . 1130 Ex- 
treme Sport (69(17401 030 Sports 
Unfimijed (4634412). 130 Sky Sports 
Centre (927514)). 130 NHL toe 
Hockey (4635747) 330 Ctosft 


1230 IntemteionaJ Cnckei Ausftaha v 
South Africa (38071450). 430 Super 
League Classics Wigan v Bradford 
(54890924). S3 0 Survwa of the 
Fittest (28250547). 630 International 
Cricket Ausi/ala v South Attica 
(50577214). 1030 Supettxjute All v 
Spnks (58275547) H00 Olympics 
Series (35200030). T130 Dose 

Eurosport 

730 Olympic Magaane (35924). 830 
AJWeacs (71504). 1830 Alpine SMng 
(37 108). UOO Footbal (86301). 

1230 Fun Sports (74837). 130 SW 
Jumping (97276). 330 Tnckshot 
(39585). 530 Strength f1479). 630 
Motorcycling (82858). 730 Football: 
Eurocups Special (36653). 930 Boe- 
ing (48837). 1030 Football (41924). 
UOO Triathlon (78789) 1230 Oosa 

UK Gold 

730 Bullseye (4937295). 736 Neigh- 
bours ( 47131601 . 800 Crossroads 
(2895769). *25 EastEnders 
(6435634). 930 The Bfl (6634092) 
930 Howards' Way (9944634). 1030 
Bless This House (1012295). 1030 
The Sutrvans (6630276). 1100 Boon 
(366938?). 1230 Crossroads 
(467211271 . 1225 Ne&it»US 
(46724214). 12.55 EastEnders 
(2655824). 130 Hi- De-Hi (151967271 


230 The Les Dawson Show 
(3344498J. 330 The Bill (3 406740). 
430 Juliet Bravo (38245837). 535 
EastEnders (1709127). 530 Onty 
Fools and Horses ( 296479431 . 725 
The Liver Birds (4750498). B30 
2poin (4 Children (28400631. 930 
Dad's Aimy (2583653) 930 Spender 
(668957211 7050 Frervrt -and Saun- 
ders (5182740). 1130 Carried Canod 
(7936382). 1810 Larry Grayson's 
Generation Game (306SO35). 130 
Chancer (2841967). 2 35 Miami Vice 
(8370948). 2350 - 730 Shopping al 
/sight (24909344). 

Lfivfrig 

630 Tiny Living (77081 12). 930 En- 
tertainment Now l (9284566). 9d5 Hart 
to Hart (9753363). KUO Jterry 
Springer Uncut (9723672). H30 The 
Ybung aid ihe Restless (7533 108). 
T155 BfTOkside (49745585). 123S 
Jimmy's (7806547). 130 Ctteap Chic 
(69764931. 130 Terrroesft (2172189) 
230 Ready Steady Cook (7200634). 
330 CouSd It Be a Miracte7 
(9517901 1). AM The Jerry Springer 
Show (4813653). 530 Rctonda 
(4325127). 530 Cheap Chic 
(3387450). 820 Ready. Sieady, Cook 
(1546634). 730 Rescue 91 1 
(9331634). 730 Mysteries. Magic and 
Mlraciee (7351160) 830 Jerry 
Sponger Uncut (4593905). 9 30 dm 
Escape trem Tenor the Teresa Stam- 
per Story (1994) (4596C62J. 1130 The 
Sex Zone (6903547). 1230 Close 

Live TV 

630 Living Room Legends 630 
Agony 730 Dd-a-Ox 70S Nation 
LIVE 730 Fashion Show 630 Agony 
830 Living Room Legends 930 
Love Story 935 Nation UVE 930 Why 
files? 1030 Lie Eietector 1030 Diak 
a-Doc 1845 Love Story H30 fteve- 
tebons U30 Fate and Fortune 1230 
Why FUesT 1230 Ravetalions 130 
Lie Detector 130 Aqprry 230 Fash- 
on Shew 230 Revelations 330 Fate 
and Fortune 330 Diaka-Dcc 430 
Living Room Legends 430 Fashion 
Show 530 Agony 530 be Delector 
630 UmgFKorn Legends 630 
Sport Live 730 The Fashion Show 
730 Agony 830 Lie Detector 830 
Living Room Legends 930 Why 
files- 930 Fashion Show 1030 top- 
less Darts: Sport Live 1030 Agony 
TtOO lbptoss Darts; Sex Show 1130 
Erodca Erotica 1230 Pleasure Dome 
130 Private Dancer 130 Fashion 
Show 230 Sto. Shot v 230 Exotica 
Eraoca 330 Agony 430 Sex Show 
430 Sports Live 530 Why Files? 

530 - 630 Home Shopping 


Numbers In brackets are Video Ptus+® Codes 
ft) s TUetcxt Subtitles (St- Stereo 
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Atherton named one-day captain as selectors favour tradition o 


With one-day cricket 
having become a 
. different game to its 
longer and increasingly 
more distant cousin, the 
practice of haring two 
different teams, with 
possibly two different 
captains, is becoming 
widespread. 

Derek Pringle finds the 
England selectors only in 
partial agreement as they 
announce both the one- 
day squad and captain for 
the Caribbean. 


The England selectors, sticking 
to the time-honoured tradition 
of having one captain for both 
Test and one-day teams, have 
confirmed that Michael Ather- 
ton, already in charge of the 
forthcoming Test series, will re- 
main as England's one-day 
captain for the West Indies. 

Considering the bold steps 


opted to rest during Shaijah, 
Atherton was widely thought to 
have paved the way for Hol- 
hoake-who in his absence not 
only stepped into the breach, 
but out of the other side with 
a trophy too. 

Indeed for many, the tri- 
umph of Shagal] made it al- 
most a foregone conclusion. 


the three had got together yes- 
terday at Oat wick. thuL it hud 
been a unanimous decision. 

“Michael’s last captaincy 
involvement of a one-day 
squad was ihc Ml win < iver Aus- 
tralia.’' Graveney said. “So we 
are very fortunate to have two 
outstanding candidates to be 
captain of the one-day team. 


months ag««. ihc decision must 
have been a gratifying one. In 
its attempts to modernise. Eng- 
lish cricket has not overlooked 
its loyalties and while Atherton 
has been far from Faultless as 
captain, there is no doubt he 
has given the job everything. 

Although he is still on hol- 
iday in Jamaica. Atherton has 


. , For Hollfoake. the promise 

to plav one-day internationals ^ang Christ®* Pj£‘ 

for England, and foa« ° nt bas , like Santa 


the case-** he said from his ho- 
tel in Montego Bay. “Fm hap- 
py to be captaining the one-day 
squad, which will reflect the suc- 
cess of foe team in Sharjah whflfi 
providing space for com petition 
for those in the West Indies. 

-I'm looking forward to 
working with Adam,” he 


haps have done with one 
two more telling P 
mances to convince t he se- 
lectors of his certamty 
owrion. These days 


■ . — ■ ■“•o ._ — uiuoi a lui^guuc euiiwiuaiuu. uiuuiiij ui me uncuay icjiii. iu<i» m jumoiw. — .« Adam” He selection. . • 

taken m Sharjah undeT Adam albeit one that needed to be “A priority is to win the Tcsl been in touch with Graveney. working . ’ n dinn captains cannot be earn ■ 

Holhoake, where England won rubber-stamped bv the other series in the Wes! Indies, but But while he will have seen added, c at’cbeen However, if he is ^ ,sa P~ 


** i uuoer-sxampea oy ine oiner senes in me west mines, put out wniie lie wm . . that’s been nowevei, u. — * 

the Champions Ttophy, the selectors. Graham Gooch and we have identified the pa! h we Hollioake's star in the ascen- job m Shagan, _ pointed, he hid it well- It v/ 

announcement came as some- Mike Gatting, now both de- want to take in terms of one- dant during Sharjah, he will no reflected . P obviously a difficult decision for 

thine of a surmise. nor leasr rn rvn-r«rf a-, t ... a„.. ... ,u„ . 4 , ...h, n.mmrWt ihe .-hair- vice-captain. All 01 us in ui . Surrey cap- 


thing of a surprise, not least to 
Hollioake, who must settle for 
vice-captain instead. 

It ail looked very different 
before Christmas, and having 


parted on England As tour to 
Kenya and Sri Lanka. 

Clearly they felt different- 
ly, though the chairman, David 
Graveney. announced, after 


Confusion reigns 
over whether Gross 


will stay or go 


The future of the Spurs 
manager, Christian 
Gross, was thrown Into 
doubt yesterday when 
the Department of 
Employment rejected 
the dub^s application for 
a work permit for the 
fitness co-ordinator Fritz 
Schmid. 

Matt Tench reports. 


Ever since he arrived on the tube 
for his inaugural press confer- 
ence, Christian Gross's ap- 
pointment has carried with it the 
promise of bringing something 
different to English football. 
Now it looks as though he might 
be very different the first man- 
ager to walk out on a dub be- 
cause of a fitness instructor. 

Gross's failure at the week- 
end to deny suggestions that he 
would leave Spurs if Fritz 
Schmid was not granted a work 
permit raised a few eyebrows 
and added a further layer of un- 
certainty to a managerial situ- 
ation already rich in rumour and 
intrigue. Yesterday’s decision to 
turn down Schmid's application 
simply makes the situation 
worse. To confuse matters still 
further, Tottenham last nighl is- 
sued a statement which con- 
tradicted Gross's version of 
events, and hinted at a growing 
split between dub and manag- 
er, while Gross insisted he was 
happy to stay with the dub. 

Gross has worked with 
Schmid for four years and sets 
great store by his knowledge of 
sports medicine and injury re- 
habilitation - talents that Spurs, 
who have been plagued by in- 
juries, need more than most 
However Schmid, like Gross, is 


Swiss and because Switzerland 
is not a member of the European 
Union he can only work in 
Britain with a permit. 

A DOE spokesman ex- 
plained the decision by saying: 
“In these cases we ask. Are they 
uniquely qualified to such an ex- 
tent that they can bring skills and 
talents to the game that are not 
available in the UK?' We also 
ask, ‘Have they got an estab- 
lished International reputation?' 
On the basis of the information 
we have at the moment Schmid 
hasn’t met those criteria." 

Spurs have lodged an appeal 
and as Liverpool discovered re- 
cently with Brad Friedel such ap- 
peals can succeed. “If Spurs 
come up with information that 
clarifies the situation well look 
at it as quickly as we can.” the 
spokesman added. “Appeals can 
take a couple of weeks, or less.” 

Should the appeal fail it 
seems very likely that Gross will 
depart. Speaking after Sun- 
day's north London derby, he 
said: “When I signed my con- 
tract. it was on the condition 
that I could bring Fritz with me. 
He [Schmid] is a Frfa-qualified 
fitness trainer and the first non- 
Italian to get their special diplo- 
ma. But if you are asking if I’ll 
go if he doesn’t get it, I cannot 
answer you. I just cannot say." 

However, the dub issued a 
statement last night which said: 
“Tottenham Hotspur wish to 
make it perfectly dear that there 
is no dause in Christian Gross’s 
contract regarding the employ- 
meat of another person. The 
terms of his employment have 
never been conditional upon 
the employment of anybody 
else." One suggestion is that 
Gross is in any case being lined 
as the new Swiss national team 
coach. But last night Gross said: 


“This is all speculation. There is 
no question of me taking charge 
of the Swiss national side. I am 
commi tted to Spurs and pleased 
to be here. I w01 do the job to the 
best of my ability .“ 

Even before these latest twists 
there had been hints that his 
tenure, which began in late No- 
vember, might not be a long one. 
Despite beginning with a win at 
Everton, Gross’s impact bas 
been mixed, with heavy defeats 
by Chelsea. Coventry and Aston 
Villa pointing up a porous de- 
fence and an unbalanced squad 

Were he to leave there 
would be no shortage of candi- 
dates for his post. The arrival 
of Jurgen Klinsmann last week 
was seen by some Spurs fans as 
providing an ideal replacement, 
someone whose charisma and 
playing record might repro- 
duce in N17 the taiismanic ef- 
fect Ruud Gullit has had at 
Chelsea. An alternative, at least 
in the short term, would be to 
change David Pleat’s job de- 
scription. Pleat is due to become 
lottenham’s director of football 
in mid-January, but would sure- 
ly need little persuading to be- 
come the full-time manager, a 
post he held for one fondly 
remembered season in the late 
Eighties. 

A third name frequently as- 
sociated with Spurs is that of Joe 
Kinnear, the much-respected 
Wimbledon manager. Kinnear 
has been fiercely loyal to the 
south London dub but is thought 
to have been unsettled in his po- 
sition by foe change in ownership 
at his dub, and in particular by 
reports that his new Norwegian 
bosses. Bjorn Rune Gjclslen 
and Kjell Inge Rokke. are con- 
templating bringing in foe Nor- 
wegian national coach. Egil 
Olsen, after foe World Cup. 
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ACROSS 

Rate a silly female? (6) 
One produces picture of a 
person writing a cheque? 

bringing up firstborn, say. 


10 Bringing up firstborn, say. 
means producing nice 

1 atmosphere (3-12] 

11 Make one a poem in up- 

. _ . KT * I. 


> per-class New York (?) 

12 Don’t use enough shorts? 

13 gUe in which tea is 
ecstasy (6) 

15 Cut off company backing 
sect (6) 

16 Notes appearance to be 
humble (6) 

18 Book of teeth? (6) 

21 A bringer of first indica- 
tion ofhereafter 
possibly? (9) 


22 Awfully cruel usually de- 7 
scribed as filthy (5) 

23 The item perhaps which 8 
editors wntc (7,8) 

24 Finish brief description of 9 
present participles? (6) 

25 Compound pain with an 

addition (6) 14 

DOWN 

1 You can count on this elec- 17 

tiicity supply in a PSV (6) 

2 As the crow flies to elec- 18 
. toral division it’s simple 

(15) 19 

3 Coy about old women be- 
ing flamboyant (5) 20 

5 They could be for sack or 

something else on top of 
tar? (4-5) 22 

6 In royalist's descent lo 
dungeons these ward off 
infection (5.5,5) 


About to pull up and look 
( 6 ) 

Cite formula to make red 
become lower(6) 
Workplace could be te- 
dious with loss of energy 

Lassitude found in a fool 
one’s taken on (9) 
lake on a person almost 
ready to be married (6) 
Slogan showing one’s cau- 
tious about credit (33) 
Incline (o postpone from 
consideration (6) 

Flies to America for ma- 
terial thrown overboard 
( 6 ) 

Non-dcrics accepting a 
kiss would show permis- 
siveness (5) 




want to take in terms of one- 
day cricket leading up to the 
World Cup.” 

For Atherton, a man on the 
cusp of resigning as England 
captain only a mailer on 


doubt have reminded the chair- 
man of selectors of his centu- 
ry in the second one-day match 
against Australia last season. 

-I’ve always said I was keen 


vice-captam. AU or us m ^ • ' ,^ ors " foe Surrey caj> 

West Indies will be keen p m delighted to 

out how things worked in Shar- made vice-captain 

jah a „d continue that 

momentum. 


unavailable for Shaijahbm m 

ihe last series hewas captaoa 

against Australia:^ 

and he was man of toe .*«£*-. 
For many, HoUioakcVfflO 

oer cent record 

Sold oot be faulted. Yet* 

Atherton trill no doubt passes 

tohimdurmgtheforthco^: 

tour of the Caribbean- .the 
truest measure of a captstn-is - 
not so much how you perform, 
when you are winning. wK./’ 
how you go about getting your 
team back upright when they ^ 
have been on their taiees. So 
far only Atherton has been . 

there. : 

Refffel rules, page 27 
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Fritz Schmid (right) appeared alongside the Spurs chairman, Alan Sugar, when Christian Gross (left) was unveiled as Spurs’ coach • Photograph: All sport 


Coppell tips Blackburn to run United close 


Steve Coppell believes Black- 
burn Rovers have the best 
chance of catching Manchester 
United in the Premiership title 
race. The Crystal Palace man- 
ager thinks Rovers, more than 
any of foe other contenders, can 
mount a serious challenge to his 
former dub because of the 
quality of their squad. 

Coppell claimed he was not 
that shocked when United lost 
at Coventry and believes they 
could be hampered in the new 
year by fixture congestion as 
they chase trophies on three 
fronts. 

“Blackbum are a realistic 
possibility given the quality and 
depth of their squad." he said. 
“You can say they more than 
anyone else have the best 
chance of pushing United all the 
way to the wire. Blackbum can 
play badly and still pick up 
points, which is a good sign. 

“When games come thick 
and fast, that's when surprise re- 
sults like United's defeat at 
Coventry happen. With all the 


internationals and European 
Cup matches coming up, that’s 
the only way I can see Man- 
chester United losing it." 

Coppell claimed he is not too 
surprised tty Rovers" transfor- 
mation from candidates for the 
drop to contenders for the top 
under Roy Hodgson, but he ad- 
mitted he had not expected 
Hodgson, with his European 
coaching background, to use a 
4-4-2 formation with wingers. 

“All credit lo Blackburn - 
they arc the surprise side of the 
season." Coppell said. "Every- 


one expected an improvement 
under Roy but nobody expect- 
ed them to be as ‘English' a side 
as they arc.” 

Much has been made of 
Chris Sutton's form this season 
but Coppell picked out Kevin 
Gallacher as his key man for 
Rovers. Gallacher took his goals 
tally for foe campaign to 11 
against Palace in their 2-2 draw 
at Ewood Park and Coppell felt 
he was outstanding. 

“I think Blackburn’s catalyst 
has been Kevin Gallacher," he 
said- "Chris Sutton’s obviously 


a top-quality striker but Gal- 
lacher drops off so well and I 
fed he’s the one who makes 
things happen. We tried to go 
tight oq him, but given the 
quality of his play he still got 
strikes on goal and scored." 

Damien Du ST s fame has al- 
ready spread to south London 
but Coppell prefers Jason 
Wilcox, who has lost bis place 
to the teenage Irishman. “I 
know all about Datnien Duff 
and what he can do, but I per- 
sonally like Jason Wilcox as he 
never lets you down,” he said. 


Speed is of the essence for eager Dalglish 


Kenny Dalglish is making a 
new attempt to take the Ever- 
ton captain. Gary Speed, to 
Newcastle United. Dalglish is 
now willing to pay £4.5m for 
Speed, a £500.000 increase on 
his previous offer, but he wants 
the deal done swiftly. 

Speed is hoping to he fit for 
the weekend when he is sched- 


uled to return to the Everton 
side against Newcastle in the 
third round of the FA Cup. 
However, Dalglish would 
rather Speed was not Cup-tied 
as Newcastle's best chance of 
success in a disappointing sea- 
son could be in that competi- 
tion. 

Liverpool are pursuing the 


Leicester centre-back Matt El- 
liott. The Scottish internation- 
al cost Leicester£1.7m when he 
joined them from Oxford 
United last year 

Aljosa Asanovic has left 
Derby County and signed a 
two and a half year contract with 
the Italian side Napoli. 

-Alan Nixon 


“Duff has more subtlety about j 

his play but that is allied with / 
inexperience. In matches, that 
can count against you, but 
Wilcox has experience." 

Milan’s Liberian striker, 
George Weah, will have to have 
surgery on a spinal disc injury and 
is expected to be out of action for 
at least two months. He last 
played a Setie A match for .Mi- 1 
Ian against Bari on 7 December. 

He has scored only three goals 
in 11 games this season, often 
complaining of back pains. 

The French international 
midfielder Christian Karem- 
beu moved a step closer to joiih 
mg Real Madrid yesterday,, 
according to reports on Spai£ 
ish state television. TVE, which 
said Real’s president, Lorenzqfe'. . j i 
Sanz, met hjs Sampdoria coun? _ f 
terpari, Enrico Mantovani, for i. 

negotiations. . • 

The two clubs te am-; .are I* 
believed to have reached an 
agreement after several months 
of negotiations, with Real pay- 7 

ing a £2 m for the Frenchman: • I < 
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RUGBY UNION 




Newcastle’s title credentials on the line as they enter Leicester’s lair 


It is the kind of rugby match dial 
foe men wilh the big pockets 
dream would happen every 
week - a guaranteed foil-house 
fixture with ihe added frisson of 
old kings of foe hill faring the 
pretenders. 

The financial problems af- 
fecting the game win be tem- 
porarily forgotten as Newcastle 
cnler the heartland of rugby at 
Welfbrd Road tonight where 
Leicester's Tigers have been 
sharpening their daws ever since 
they ended Saracens’ unbeaten 
record in the Allied Dunbar Pre- 
miership on Boring Day. 

The northern upstarts settled 


into Saracens' top spol with a 
thumping 50-8 win at Bristol on 
Saturday but third-placed 
Leicester arc intent on knock- 
ing them down a peg or two. 

Rob .Andrew, Newcastle's 
rugby director, concedes that a 
win would impress the rest of 
the Premiership. 

“It is the biggest test of our 
championship credentials so 
far." he said. “If we win wc can 
face any challenge with in- 
creased confidence. 

"But wc have not even played 
one third of our Premiership fix- 
tures. Wc have given ourselves 
no more than a solid platform. 


The league is not won here. It 
will be won in April or May. and 
we want to be still at the top 
when the music stops.” 

Two of the side who beat 
Saracens will not be on Lhe 
Leicester song-sheet. Graham 
Rowntrec and Leon Lltiyd have 
not recovered from arm and 
shoulder injuries respectively, so 
Perry Freshwater comes in at 
prop and Craig Joiner takes 
over on the left wing. 

For Newcastle, the full-back 
Tim Stimpson and Tony Un- 
derwood are back from in- 
juries. anif the wing. John 
Bentley, recently out of favour. 


is also be available for selection. 

Bath are also determined to 
put a newly promoted rich club 
in their place, although they are 
still below half-way and six 
points adrift of Newcastle. 

As he prepared his team lo 
host Northampton, the Bath 
coach. Andy Robinson, said - 
“Wc have got to win a run of 
three league games - against 
Sale, Northampton and Rich- 
mond - and we started well with 
the win at Sale on Saturday. 

Again w« ground out a nar- 
row success, and that was rem- 
iniscent of the old Bath. But we 
have not hit top gear yet and are 


looking for a bit of style as ‘we 
build towards the European 
Cup final." 

Bath face a kicker in. 
supreme form in Northampton’s 
Paul Grayson. His goals have 
brought him 68 points out of 93 
and Bath know that if they are 


~ mat u rney are ^ j.. ■- • 

in one of their penal tv-conce<k ‘ 5 

ing inodes they will suffer. 

Saracens whn /»VTWf erst i 


” J VUMUl, 

Saracens, who expect to gel 
back on track al lowly Lontkm 
Irish, rest lock Paddy Jo hns and 
bring in another internati onal 
tn Wales' Tony Copsey. Irish 
changes may be confined to a 
slight tinkering with their start- 
ing line-up. 
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